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Whether you want to exhibit and  
lecture about your work, teach,  
write a book, create an artist-run  
collective, or do something
completely different, Maine College 
of Art & Design’s Master of Fine  
Arts in Studio Art program is  
designed to encourage and support 
your path as you follow your work 
where it needs to go.
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2008 Master of  Fine Arts  

Thesis Exhibition  

Institute of Contemporary Art 

Michael Tilbury MFA '23
In the studio
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Working alongside renowned local, national,  
and international faculty, visiting artists and  
carefully selected graduate advisors, MFA  
candidates participate in a six-term curriculum  
that emphasizes the intersection of production,  
individual research, and critical analysis.

This academically-structured, terminal degree gives 
you the tools, resources, and freedom to propel 
your art forward. Embedded into the MFA program 
is a level of flexibility—including both Low and  
Full Residency options, 24/7 access to our studio  
facilities, and graduate advisors wherever you 
choose to set up your studio practice—which  
tailors our support to your needs as they develop 
and change throughout your time here. 

Graduates come to Maine College of Art & Design  
to pursue interdisciplinary approaches, develop  
research that helps define them as professionals, 
and add to the conversation within the contempo-
rary art community. 

Johab Silva mfa '22
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Two years earning your  
MFA sets you up for the next  
chapter of your life

Our College offers a studio-based curriculum focused 
on creating a transformative learning experience for 
students. Graduate students in this program are able 
to define a sustainable vision for their own art  
practice through individualized research, critical  
analysis, and curatorial experimentation. Along your 
journey, our experienced faculty offer 1:1 time for 
feedback, continued development, and exposure to 
important cultural sites. 

Rachel Katz

Administrative Director of  

Graduate Programs at Maine 

College of Art & Design

“Art is not a singular focus; it is a field and a  
conversation. Part of what sets our program apart 
is that we offer an interdisciplinary approach that 
gives our artists the freedom and flexibility to fol-
low their work where it needs to go and make 
something they never expected to create along 
the way. The thinkers and makers we bring into our 
Summer Intensives are selected because of the 
talent, success, and leadership they demonstrate in 
interdisciplinary work.”

Rand Renfrow MFA '18

2018 Master of  Fine Arts  

Thesis Exhibition  

Institute of Contemporary Art
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MFA Program Outline

The academic year starts in June with an on-campus 
Summer Intensive focused on creation, critique, and 
experimentation with weekly feedback from peers, 
faculty, and Visiting Artists. Experience two hour-long 
group critiques, attend lectures, and participate in  
Visiting Artist interviews as well as peer critiques.  
Full and Low residency students reside in Portland for 
this term.

The Spring term continues your studio practice  
immersion, with continued engagement and support 
around your art. Full residency first-year students  
have the opportunity to work as Teaching Assistants 
during the Spring term.

Initial coursework is designed  
to help you explore new  
techniques, research ideas,  
and find vocabularies to  
support your work.

Bring together ideas and  
influences from across your  
practice. Through studio  
visits and presentations, you'll 
create and refine language  
that reflects what is important  
to your work and your viewers.

YEAR ONE 

YEAR TWO 

SUMMER  
TRIMESTER

(8 weeks*)
ExpAnSIon

SynThESIS

FALL 
TRIMESTER

(15 weeks**)

SpRInG  
TRIMESTER

(15 weeks**)

During Fall term, your pace of study will slow down 
from summer to let you become deeply immersed  
in making, thinking, and critiquing around your  
studio practices. Full residency students have the  
opportunity to work as Teaching Assistants during  
the Fall term.

Year 1: Experiment and 
practice seeing your work 
from various viewpoints.

Year 2: Carry your work 
forward and lay the 
groundwork for thesis 
projects.

Year 1: Begin to write 
critically about your own 
work and place within  
the larger art world.  
Complemented by a  
research trip to New  
York City.

Year 2: Focus on studio 
and written thesis 
projects with faculty  
and advisors.

Year 1: Begin critical  
writing about other  
artists’ work and careers. 

Year 2: Focus on studio 
work for a studio thesis, 
continue research for 
written thesis, and partic-
ipate in an international 
research trip. 

* The Summer Intensive runs in  
Portland, from mid-June to 
early August. All Low and Full 
residency students attend.

** For the Fall and Spring 
semesters the Low Residency 
students work from their home 
studio and Full Residency  
students work on campus  
in Portland.
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Eight-week Summer Intensive

Each year, MFA graduate candidates in both the first 
and fourth terms of their six-trimester Studio Art  
program at Maine College of Art & Design descend  
on the city of Portland for an eight-week Summer  
Intensive. The Summer Intensive is an immersive 
studio experience featuring a distinguished roster of 
visiting artists, curators, cultural producers, and/or  
activists in addition to renowned core faculty. 

During the legendarily beautiful summer in Maine,  
you will find the College facilities to be fully at your 
disposal; the perfect opportunity for you to make 
something you never expected. 

These summer trimesters serve as a chance to  
bond as an artistic cohort while exploring the  
interdisciplinary conversation that will challenge  
and form art created throughout the program. 

Starting with your Summer Intensive, you will  
experience a truly individualized education and  
focus on becoming an inventive, skilled, self- 
disciplined, engaged maker in the world and in 
your own community.

Jane Love mfa '20

Kaitlyn Peters mfa '24
In the studio
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Kait  
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allaugher
2024 mfa Candidate

In Conversation with 16



What surprised you most 
about the program when 
you started?

I was really surprised by the number of studio visits  
I had the opportunity to participate in with both facul-
ty and visiting artists. Every week of the Summer  
Intensive, I met with at least one faculty member along 
with professionals working in different facets of the  
art world, giving me the chance to vocalize ideas in  
new ways and receive feedback in real time. 

Kait Gallaugher, a Master of Fine Arts in Studio Art 
candidate at Maine College of Art & Design, shares 
inspiration, insight, and a behind-the-scenes look 
at life in the Portland-based program. Gallaugher 
participated in the College’s eight-week Summer 
Intensive during June and July 2022.

Tell us about your work 
and approach. Did it 
evolve during this  
year’s Summer  
Intensive program? 
 

Why did you choose  
to pursue your MFA  
at Maine College of Art  
& Design?

Before the summer, I focused much of my studio  
practice on bolstering my conceptual ideas with  
research and really developing the ideas behind the 
work. However, as soon as the intensive began I set  
the intention to make first and think later, following  
my intuition in a way that I had never done before. 

This gave me the freedom to play and interpret my 
own decisions and their meanings once the work was 

“finished.” 

Now, going into the fall semester, I’m finding the  
middle ground between research-based and intuitive  
art in a way that feels very generative.

Maine College of Art & Design celebrates interdisci-
plinary studio practices in a way that immediately 
caught my attention. As someone who likes to bounce 
around and work in a variety of media, I appreciated 
the total support from faculty and access to any and all 
facilities that could help me work the way I wanted to. 

Kait Gallaugher mfa '24

Yellow Chain, 2022
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What stands out  
to you most about 
that time?

How would you describe 
your time during this 
year's eight-week  
Summer Intensive in  
the Maine College of Art 
& Design studios?

What advice do you  
wish you had when you 
were deciding on an  
MFA program?

The people who make up the MFA program at Maine 
College of Art & Design are some of the most generous 
I have ever met. There is always someone around to 
help you think through an idea, answer your questions, 
or even physically lend a hand. Throughout classes and 
critiques, everyone engaged with whatever I had made 
in a critical, yet genuinely caring way. 

There is a joke around the MFA program that when 
asked to describe the Summer Intensive, we cannot  
help but use the word intense. This summer was a 
whirlwind of making, experimenting, and playing with 
new ideas. I made pieces more quickly than I ever  
had before and truly surprised myself with my own  
abilities. Throughout the summer, I could not get over 
the feeling of making work without so many logistical 
limitations, and having so much room to play. 

Overall, I would have advised myself to be less stressed 
about the entire application process. There are so many 
resources designed to help you succeed at every step of 
the way and so many people who just want you to do 
well and help in any way they can. 

Kait Gallaugher mfa '24

In the studio
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Recent MFA Visiting Artists

Laylah Ali
Sterling Allen
Brandon Alvendia
Tad Beck
Huma Bhabha
Keith Boadwee
Katherine Bradford
Martha Buskirk
Sam Cady
Sonya Clark
Patrick Coughlin
Leila Day
Jeffrey Dell
Josh Dihle
Jarrett Earnest
Ruth Erickson
Spencer Finch
Michelle Grabner
Kris Grey
Tamara Gonzalez

Dylan Hausthor '15
Ann Hirsch
Adriane Herman
Charlie Hewitt
Matt Hutton
Jamillah James
Lucy Kim
Alysha Kupferer
Faythe Levine
Lauren Mabry
Rose Marasco
Michael Menchaca
Paul Mpagi Sepuya
Pilar Nadal '13
Bradford Nordeen
Carl Pope
Dario Robleto
Eneida Sanches
Jim Shaw
Jesse Small

Jessi Reaves
Daniela Rivera
Yumi Roth
Shirley Tse
Wells Chandler
Hrag Vartanian
Deborah Wing-Sproul

A critical piece of what brings creativity to life in  
the MFA program is the intimate exchange between  
our emerging artists and the prestigious talent of the  
Visiting Artists on site each week for lectures,  
critiques, and studio visits. 

Kylie Ford mfa '17

2017 Master of  Fine Arts  

Thesis Exhibition  

Institute of Contemporary Art
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Getting the best of both worlds

Low Residency

Full Residency

No matter which path you take—Low or Full  
Residency—you will have access to the same classes  
and both group and individual work opportunities.

Does one arrangement suit you for the first year and 
a different set-up serve you better next? No problem. 
MFA candidates have the opportunity each year to  
decide on whether to be Low or Full Residency. What 
you choose when you start in no way means you are 
stuck until the end of the program. We work with you 
to determine what works best for the work you are 
called to create, and the place you hope to be. 

Studio advisors
With two decades of experience, our MFA program  
has established an extensive network of studio  
advisors across North America and abroad who  
support students living in any location. Working  
with students for an entire academic year, advisors 
meet one-on-one with students in their personal  
studios to offer mentorship, critique, and feedback. 

Ability to maintain current life arrangements  
while completing the program

Access to carefully selected graduate studio advisors  
in your area

Influences on your work that are site or  
geographically-specific

Chance to set up a studio and build a community  
where you ultimately want to be

24/7 access to private studios and staffed  
fabrication facilities

Ability to work alongside peers and with local faculty

Eligibility for Teaching Assistantship

Participation in Maine's robust arts community

Choosing Low or Full Residency
Crucial to your success as an artist is the ability to  
determine where to set up your studio. That is why we 
offer both Low and Full Residency options to our MFA 
candidates during our Fall and Spring terms.  

Among the first programs of its kind in the United 
States, our Low Residency option combines intense 
periods of on-campus instruction with the freedom 
and independence of working from any home location, 
anywhere in the world. Full Residency means that  
you take classes in person with your peers and have 
access to all the available facilities at the College.

2
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Mattie Hinkley mfa '24
Low Residency mfa Candidate 

Located in Chico, California
Photo by Dani Padgett
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John Quigley mfa '20Liz Rhaney mfa '20
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Cultural Exposure

One of the biggest myths about making art is the solo, 
artistic genius. But no artist acts alone. The best work 
comes from research and dialogue. Artists benefit 
from finding many others, sometimes even pursuing 
similar work, and collectively working to elevate the 
field of art.

To help encourage this exposure and engagement 
with the broader community of contemporary artists 
across the globe, each MFA cohort has an opportunity 
to travel together to visit exhibitions and participate 
in self-guided research. 

Past cohorts have explored:
Venice, Italy
Berlin, Germany
London, UK
Montreal, Canada
Philadelphia, pA
Portland, oR
San Francisco, CA
Los Angeles, CA
New York City, ny
Stonington, ME
Boston, MA

ENTITA
Alicja Kwade

König Galerie, Berlin, Germany

MFA class of 2023,   

PS1, New York, NY, 2022
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Reflections on the 2022 trip  
to La Biennale d’Arte in  
Venice, Italy

“Not unlike the 2022 Venice Biennale: The Milk of Dreams, 
our MFA group trip to Venice offered wonders around 
every turn. In the studio, I have been thinking about 
the value of dreaming, both in a literal sense, as the 
visions that come to us in sleep, but also in an abstract 
sense, about possibility and self-confidence. Naturally, 
the Biennale provided plenty of images and expression 
around dreams, leaving me wondering about the origin 
of the water as a metaphor for the subconscious— 
perfect contemplation for exploring Venice as waves 
rocked vaporettos I floated on and as I crossed bridges 
over blue-green canal waters. 

“This trip offered me a chance to experience art as 
waking dreams, and to reimagine and reconsider what 
is possible for me as an artist. Similar to the MFA NYC 
group trip, this trip built my confidence as a traveler, 
redefining what is within reach. The scale and  
exuberance of expression of the works in the Biennale 
inspired me to imagine more and give myself  
permission to manifest it. 

“The trip felt like a pivotal moment in my artistic life, 
similar to others I have experienced in the past, where 
new visions were seeded and the realm of possibility 
expanded before me.”

Grace Hager
2023 MFA Candidate
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shredded mini wheats
bread and butter pickles
chicken
yellow peppers
white onions
toilet paper
water
Boston, Lisbon,  
Vienne, Venice
Florence train ride

bats and terracotta tiles
stars upon the  
Duomo
where pinks, greens, and whites 
do sing

and flight to  
Barcelona

Water
Michael Tilbury
2023 MFA Candidate
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Lauren Donovan MFA '21

2021 Master of  Fine Arts  

Thesis Exhibition  

Institute of Contemporary Art
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hris 

S
tiegler

Art Historian & Curator

In Conversation with Chris Stiegler, Program Chair of MFA in Studio Art, 
Visiting Assistant Professor at Maine College of Art 
& Design, is an art historian, curator, and educator. 
As a teacher, Stiegler focuses on historiography, 
criticism of the contemporary, and 20th century  
art history. 

Stiegler founded the projects Town Hall Meeting— 
a collaborative effort that produced symposiums, 
museum tours, and lectures—and Institute for 
American Art—a curatorial project that situated 
works of art and objects of culture within a  
residential setting. As museum director for Insti-
tute for American Art, Stiegler exhibited a single 
artist at a time to foster prolonged engagement 
with the audience, accompanied by associated film  
screenings, public readings, and other events. 

Chris holds degrees in Art History and Printmaking  
from the University of Delaware, and a Master of 
Modern Art, Connoisseurship, and the History of the 
Art Market, from Christie's Education.

The following interview highlights Chris’  
experience with our MFA program.

3
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What major shift have 
you seen in art coming 
out of the Maine College 
of Art & Design MFA  
program over the past 
few years?

How does the College 
continue to engage MFA 
graduates after they 
leave your program?

Our graduates are deeply concerned with the impact 
humanity has had on our planet. To confront these 
issues head-on, many of our students and alumni are 
actively  challenging their priorities and ethics as they 
work to live and create sustainably. 

The network of MFA alumni is vast, and our  
connections are now excitingly global. Maine College 
of Art & Design has a few different ways to stay in 
touch with our alumni, but regional residency opportu-
nities are particular highlights.  

Tell us about your  
background and artistic 
philosophy.

What made you want to 
be a part of the Maine 
College of Art & Design 
community?

How does the MFA  
program acknowledge 
and react to the  
cultural and physical 
environment of Portland 
and the world? 

What is the most import-
ant thing for emerging 
artists to keep in mind 
as they move forward in 
their careers?

Art and its histories connect us with our futures as well 
as our pasts. How we make something is often in hon-
or of those before us, or to push a boundary forward. 
As an art historian, I was taught systems of valuation,  
connoisseurship, and power. As an art educator, I  
am constantly learning how artists engage with these  
dynamics, how they honor the dead, and what  
questions concern them. 

This college has a long tradition of being a participant 
within the regional artist community, having trained 
so many creative forces that shape Maine and the rest 
of New England. Being a part of that history and  
future is an exciting way for me to engage with the 
community around me while also being an 
 important responsibility.  

It has been exciting to see so many of our alumni 
making noticeable impacts within our community and 
our ecology. Some have opened businesses to support 
artists while others have cultivated community  
organizations to steward the land. 

Find mentors and contemporaries that challenge you 
and whom you trust. Then, keep them around. These 
honest and caring voices will sustain your creativity. 
Graduate school is a great way to expand your peer  
network and to find some of these people. 

4
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Creating a thesis & exhibition
Upon completion of the program, you will walk away 
prepared with your artistic thesis. Maine College of 
Art & Design requires one of the most academically 
rigorous thesis projects of any MFA program in  
the country. A copy of your project will live on in  
the Joanne Waxman Library for future artists and  
designers to explore, learn from and refer to.

Along with your thesis, prior to Commencement,  
you will install an exhibition of your work that will  
remain on view at the Institute of Contemporary  
Art and virtually. The 2022 MFA Thesis Exhibition 
featured work in a variety of media, including 
drawing, video, performance, sculpture, painting, 
printmaking, virtual reality, fiber, photography, and 
installation. Seen together, the thesis projects 
hybridize a range of conceptual themes and material 
approaches as they relate to visual culture, the 
political landscape, and contemporary art practice. 

Angela Casagrande Lowrie MFA '18

2018 Master of  Fine Arts  

Thesis Exhibition  

Institute of Contemporary Art
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Benjamin Spalding MFA '17

2017 Master of  Fine Arts 

Thesis Exhibition  

Institute of Contemporary Art

4
4



Recent Graduate Faculty 
Tracey Cockrell  
Adjunct Associate Professor of MFA in Studio Art 

Jeane Cohen 
Adjunct Assistant Professor of MFA in Studio Art

Brian Droitcour 
Adjunct Assistant Professor of MFA in Studio Art

Annika Early
Adjunct Assistant Professor of MFA in Studio Art

Lauren Fensterstock
Assistant Professor of MFA in Studio Art

Alison Ferris
Adjunct Instructor of MFA in Studio Art

Sophie Hamacher
Assistant Professor of MFA & Academic Studies

Adriane Herman
Professor of the MFA in Studio Art & Printmaking

Marla McLeod
Adjunct Assistant Professor of MFA in Studio Art

Julie Poitras Santos
Adjunct Associate Professor of MFA in Studio Art 

Joshua Reiman
Assistant Professor of the MFA in Studio Art + Sculpture

Seth Rogoff
Visiting Assistant Professor

Gail Spaien
Professor of the MFA in Studio Art + Painting

Christopher Stiegler
Program Chair of MFA in Studio Art, Visiting Assistant Professor

Ling-Wen Tsai
Professor of Sculpture and Foundations & MFA in Studio Art

Ling-Wen Tsai

In the classroom
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Some recent alumni highlights

2022 Performances: Too Fat for China at the  
Edinburgh Fringe Festival

2022 Curation: From Palestine With Art exhibition at 
La Biennale d’ Arte in Venice, Italy

2022 Solo exhibition: Let’s never do this again at the 
Boston Sculptors Gallery

2022 Solo exhibition: SUPERNATURE at Real Art Ways 
2022 Group exhibition: Watch this Space at Sarah 
Orne Jewett House Museum

Named the Lunder Institute Residential Fellowship at 
Colby College’s Greene Block + Studios

2022 Solo Shows: Then the dream changed at  
Arlington Arts Center at Fever Dream at Artisan Lofts
2022 Group Shows: Coined in the South at MINT  
Museum Uptown and 2022 Spring/Break Art Show  
in nyC

2022 Group Show: 2022 Spring/Break Art Show in NYC

 
Named a 2022-23 Pollock-Krasner Foundation  
grant recipient

2022 Group exhibition: Em Movimento (In Motion)  
at the Monterroso Gallery

Phoebe Potts MFA ’02

Nancy Nesvet MFA ’04 

Cori Champagne MFA '08  

Ben Spalding MFA '17

Golaleh Yazdani MFA '18

Sharon Shapiro MFA '19

James Parker Foley MFA ’20

Sandra Lapage MFA ’21

Roberta March MFA '21 

Ben spalding MFA '17

In the studio
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Grants & Residencies
Artists at Work offers a multitude of residencies, 
grants, and fellowships each year to support selected 
projects by our alumni, faculty, and staff. 

In 2022, the Artists at Work team 

enlisted help from 15 artists, 

designers, and administrators 

to help jury 103 submissions 

and select residency, grant, and 

fellowship winners. 

Learn more about the 
opportunities available at  
meca.edu/residencies

Pace House Residency
Located in the picturesque island town of Stonington 
off the coast of Maine, the Pace House is a special 
gem for Maine College of Art & Design faculty,  
students, staff, and alumni. This seaside home, studio, 
and gallery was gifted to the College by Stephen  
and Palmina Pace for the purpose of creating a  
working residency and space for artists to bond.

It is also the site of one of Maine College of Art &  
Design’s most prestigious residencies.

Each year, through Artists at Work, the College  
provides summer residencies for its community 
of artists at this turn-of-the-century sea captain’s 
residence set on a ledge overlooking Penobscot Bay. 
Select mid-career artists in residence also receive 
a stipend of support from the Stephen and Palmina 
Pace Foundation.

2022 Residents

Rachel Gloria Adams ’15

Annika Earley MFA ’16, Adjunct 

Assistant Professor, MFA Program 

Kylie Ford MFA ’18

Kate Gardiner ’20

Connie Hayes ’80, Hon. DFA ’03 

(2020 recipient)

Lawrence Kumpf  ’04

Molly Levine ’07

Kyle Patnaude, Assistant  

Professor in Metalsmithing 

& Jewelry

Simon van der Ven MFA ’01

“These unique opportunities  
provide a critical launching  
point for graduates to build  
their creative careers. We are 
grateful to those supporters  
who make this professional  
development possible.”

Jessica Tomlinson,  

Director of Artists at Work

Jenny McGee Dougherty ’05,  
Associate Director of Artists at Work  

& Alumni Relations

“To make work in the studio,  
preserved just as Stephen Pace 
had left it, overlooking the  
ocean is a dream come true.  
Pace House is such a special 
place. The landscape, the history, 
and Pace’s paintings collectively 
offer a space to contemplate  
and be inspired.”

Pace House

Stonington, ME
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2022 Resident  
Lin Snow ’20

2023 Fellow
Heather Flor Cron ’20

EMMA Collaboration
Every two years, the EMMA Collaboration brings 100 
renowned artists and craftspeople together from 
around the world to create art in the Boreal Forest 
of Northern Saskatchewan, Canada, where form and 
function collide. One applicant is selected for each 
session to represent the College at the EMMA  
Collaboration.

The Studios at MASS MoCA
The Studios at MASS MoCA is an artist and writers 
residency program situated within the museum’s  
factory campus and surrounded by the beautiful  
Berkshire Mountains. Operated by MASS MoCA’s  
Assets for Artists program, the residency runs  
year-round and hosts up to 10 artists at a time.  
The College partners with MASS MoCA to offer  
a fellowship to cover the cost of the residency for  
a BIpoC alumni artist each year.

 2022 Resident  

Brian Smith mfa ’20, Adjunct 

Instructor in Foundation

Artists selected to attend 2022 
workshops 

Sybil Davis-Ebbeson ’22

Athena Lynch ’20, Studio  

Technician in Sculpture

Ashley Page ’20

Pritha RaySircar, Salt ’20

Benjamin Spalding mfa ’17,  

Visiting Assistant Professor, 

Chair of Foundation

Evelyn Wong mfa ’19, Adjunct 

Assistant Professor in  

Printmaking

Monson Arts Residency and Workshops
Monson Arts is a residency and workshop program  
in Monson, Maine. An initiative of Maine’s Libra  
Foundation, Monson Arts began programming in  
2018 as a way to spur economic development in  
Piscataquis County. Monson Arts provides time  
and space for creative work through a combination  
of residencies, workshops, community/school  
programs and initiatives, and exhibitions.

Through the College’s partnership with Monson  
Arts, one alumni applicant is selected to attend the 
Monson Arts Residency each year and is awarded 
a $1,000 stipend. Six students and alumni are also 
selected each year to attend Monson Arts workshops 
free of charge.  

Jenny Family Residency
The family of Barbara Rita Jenny MFA ’02 established 
the Jenny Family Residency for selected artists in 
2008. Located in New Edinburgh, Nova Scotia, the 
Jenny Family Residency is open to our degree-holding 
alumni, current faculty, and staff. Travel support for 
residents is provided by a generous grant from the 
Robert J. Jenny Memorial Fund of the New Hampshire 
 Charitable Foundation.

2022 Residents

Patricia Brace ’06, Visiting  

Assistant Professor of Painting 

and Foundation

Jesse Brown MFA ’20 

Maggie Cote ’19

Lin Snow ’20

Alumni Residency
Each summer, the College brings back a small  
group of alumni to Maine for four weeks in our studios. 
While on campus, the selected alumni engage in  
intensive site-specific experiences while renewing 
their ties to the College.

2022 Residents

John Gardiner ’07, MFA ’14,  

Adjunct Assistant Professor  

& Studio Technician in  

Woodworking & Furniture 

Design

Amelia Garretson-Persans  

MFA ’16, Adjunct Instructor, 

Animation & Game Art

Kate Greene, Former Visiting  

Assistant Professor in  

Photography  

Paul Guilmoth ’15

Rachael O’Shaughnessy ’94 & 

John David O’Shaughnessy 
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Joanne Waxman Library
Our Joanne Waxman Library is one of the largest  
independent libraries in Northern New England. The  
library also maintains a special collection of rare 
books and 19th century publications, primarily on  
the arts.

Among the stacks, one may find a significant  
collection of books by Vietnamese artists  
thoughtfully curated and donated by artist C. David 
Thomas ’68, Hon dFA ’16 from artist collaborations  
in Southeast Asia. 

In 2021, the Joanne Waxman Library added a Materials 
Collection—the first and only one of its kind in the 
state of Maine—to offer access to novel, sustainable, 
and traditional materials to inspire, inform, and spark 
inquiry for artists and designers. The Materials  
Collection includes more than 2,000 items donated  
by more than 70 individuals and companies. Its  
contents range from canvas to aerogel (the lightest 
material in the world) and include six groups of  
materials: naturals, polymers, metals, minerals,  
ceramics, and textiles.  

As a student here, you have access to a variety of 
study environments, featuring custom-made wooden 
carrels and study tables designed and created by  
Professor Emeritus of Woodworking & Furniture  
Design Jamie Johnston, that accommodate different  
learning styles. The library aspires to promote  
information literacy and life-long learning in a  
changing information environment and to foster  
cooperative endeavors and resource sharing within 
the artistic and educational community.

 

Facts
Books: 42,000+ volumes

Periodicals: 108 hard copy  

subscriptions

E-Journals: 53 electronic  

subscriptions

Videos/DVDs: 505 titles

Artist Books/Zines: 455 titles

85% of the collection geared to  

the study of art and design; 15%  

of the collection geared to  

support Academic Studies; 95%  

collection can be borrowed.

Institute of Contemporary Art  
at Maine College of Art & Design
For a quarter century on the ground floor of Maine 
College of Art & Design’s Porteous building, the  
Institute of Contemporary Art (ICA) has remained a 
pillar of visual inquiry, exploration, and dialogue  
for the Portland community. Each year, under the 
careful guidance of the Director of Exhibitions, the 
institute presents five exhibitions of ambitious work 
by living artists within its three gallery spaces. Our 
mission is to offer space for an evolving ecosystem  
of work to continue pushing the field of art and  
design forward and serve as a learning laboratory for 
students and community. 

In addition to exhibitions, we organize a dynamic 
calendar of public events and artist talks. Our 
Master of Fine Arts program presents their Thesis 
Exhibition in the space, and we host annual events 
such as the Fashion Show and the Collect art sale. 

When you plan a campus visit, be sure to include some 
time in your calendar to experience what is on view. 
Whether to challenge existing worldviews or just 
enjoy new perspectives, the Institute of Contemporary 
Art always offer new context for the extraordinary 
time in which we live. 
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Life in Portland
Located on the southern coast of Maine, one of  
Portland’s greatest assets is its size. The city is easy  
to navigate on foot, filled with arts and culture, and 
just minutes from beaches, lakes, and forests. 

Its commitment to arts and culture makes Portland 
an East Coast nexus where artists, musicians, small 
businesses, and start-ups thrive. Creative workers 
flock here to explore new ideas, create new markets, 
and invigorate the culture of the city. 

People are drawn to Portland from all over the  
world and choose to visit and live here because  
of its unique blend of dynamic communities, easy  
access to Maine’s natural treasures, and  
creative scene.

“Artful living and farm-to-table dining are not just 
trends in Portland—they have been a way of life for 
years. A ‘do it yourself’ spirit resonates throughout 
the region...”

Visit the latest exhibitions at the Institute  

of Contemporary Art 

Experience Portland’s First Friday Art Walk

Hop on a ferry around Casco Bay and visit 

the surrounding islands

Sell your artwork at the Monument  

Square Market

Head to the Eastern or Western Promenades,  

a beach, or a bike trail

Eat your way through Portland’s food scene  

(one of the country’s best) 

Create a feast with locally-grown food from the  

Portland Farmers’ Market 

Use our alumni map to see our impact within the  

local community

Visit the world-class Portland Museum of Art  

(students get in free)

Enjoy a cup of locally roasted coffee at  

Speckled Ax, Arabica, Bard, Coffee 

By Design, or Tandem Coffee Roasters

Watch a performance or film in Congress Square

Check out the shops in the Old Port or local  

thrift stores

Participate in public art events around town

Other Highlights

50+ galleries & museums to 

explore

~25 music and performance 

venues

Pop-up shops

Independent, shared, and  

professional studio spaces 

Nationally-regarded design and 

animation agencies

Affordable and direct bus and 

train access to Boston & nyc

Ed Pfueller

US News & World Report
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Prof. Adriane Herman  
& Ryan Wight mfa '23

Outside MFA studio
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Online application form

A letter of intent

Portfolio of 20 images (or 10 minutes of film)

Transcripts from all undergraduate & graduate level 
programs/institutions 

Two letters of recommendation

Résumé or CV

A non-refundable $70 application fee

Application Checklist

Get Started!
meca.edu

admissions@meca.edu

@mecaart–@meca_mfa

522 Congress St. 
Portland, me 04101

Graduate Programs at 
Maine College of Art & Design
Maine College of Art & Design offers a Master of  
Fine Arts in Studio Art (MFA), Master of Arts in  
Teaching (MAT), and a Salt Graduate Certificate in 
Documentary Studies. Our community is diverse, and 
each new student adds immeasurably to the vibrancy  
of our community. Applications are evaluated  
individually, with consideration given to the strength 
of the portfolio and academic achievement.

M. Tilbury, mfa '23
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Maine College of Art & Design is accredited by the New England Commission of Higher Education  
(NECHE) and the National Association of Schools of Art and Design (NASAD). The College’s  

accreditation status with both agencies was renewed in 2016. meca&d also belongs to the Association  
of Independent Colleges of Art and Design (AICAD), a non-profit consortium of 38 leading art  

schools in the United States and Canada and six international affiliates.
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