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Open 
Houses

Our scheduled Open Houses give you an  
opportunity to explore Portland, get to  
know our community, and take stock of the 
equipment and space that will be available 
to you as a student. We introduce our 
programs and resources and invite current 
students to speak and answer questions 
that matter most to you. 

“See yourself here. Come visit Portland and 
meca&d, our creative hub in a picturesque 
seaside city, to get a taste of what it’s like to be 
a student here. I encourage you to speak with 
our Admissions team, connect with our facul-
ty, and enjoy our students’ work while you’re 
here. If your schedule allows, make time for 
the incredible restaurants, local shops, galler-
ies, and music in Portland. Our state slogan is 

“Vacationland”—come see why!” 
- Jen Campanaro, Director of Admissions

Maine College of Art & Design offers several ways to 

experience our campus virtually and in-person. One 

of the best ways to learn if a college is right for you is 

to visit the campus.

Fall 2022 - Spring 2023
September 28 (virtual)

October 15

November 4 (transfer)

November 12

December 10

January 14 (virtual)

February 18

May 19 (transfer)

July 7

Plan your visit:  
meca.edu/visit
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Pre-
College
Curious if an art & design college is the right path for 

you? Interested in earning 3 college-level credits this 

summer? Want to kick your college admissions art 

portfolio up a notch?

Our Pre-College program is a rigorous  
three-week experience designed to help you 
discover what life would be like for you as a 
BFA student at Maine College of Art & Design. 
During Pre-College, you get a real taste of life 
at our nationally-recognized visual arts school 
while developing your admissions portfolio, 
earning college credit, making friends with 
peers from around the country, and working 
alongside fantastic professional artists  
and designers!  

How it Works
You have an opportunity to choose two majors 
to explore in-depth. Both majors are given 
equal time throughout the program. Students 
will also take a Figure Drawing class to 
support their chosen majors and improve 
their technical skills.

Program Dates: 
July 8-29, 2023 

Priority Application & 

Scholarship Deadline:  

February 1, 2023

Regular Decision Deadline:  

April 15, 2023

Paperwork + Full Payment Due: 

May 1, 2023

How to Apply 
Pre-College is open to students 

in sophomore, junior, and senior 

years of high school (or the 

equivalent). You must be aged  

15-18 as of June 2023 to be eligible. 
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Pre-College provides a rigorous pace and 
workload similar to the first semester of art 
college. Although a portfolio is not required 
for entrance to the program, it is expected that 
students will be strongly committed to three 
weeks of intensive daily studio classes and 
additional evening and weekend studio work.

At the end of the three-week program, 
Pre-College graduates install a final  
exhibition of their work and participate in  
a closing ceremony.

Available Majors
☛ Animation
☛ Comics & Graphic Novels
☛ Acrylic Painting
☛ Printmaking
☛ Ceramics (Handbuilding)
☛ Fashion & Textile Design
☛ Black & White Darkroom  
☛ Photography
☛ Jewelry & Metalsmithing
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What Students Say

Super exhausting, incredibly enlightening,  
insanely fun, and like nothing I’ve done  
before!! –Abbey ’21

It is engaging, informative, and helps you stretch 
your art muscles tremendously. –Mickey ’21

A very fun, challenging learning experience to 
help grow your art skills and show you what art 
college can be like. –Emerson ’21

An amazing experience for making  
connections in the art field as well as  
honing one’s craft. -Logan ’22

A semester of college packed into three  
weeks–including new friends, treasured  
memories, and studio experience. -Sylvia ’22

A whirlwind of inspiration and creativity that will 
leave you feeling exhausted and fulfilled. -Mat ’22

An intense but fun setting for artists to build  
their portfolios and bond with their peers in the 
process. -Kara ’22
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Financial 
Support
Federal Programs:
Federal Pell Grants;

Federal Supplemental  

Opportunity Grant (FSEOG);

Federal Work-Study;

Subsidized Federal Direct Loan;

Unsubsidized Federal Direct; 

Loan; Federal Parent PLUS Loan

State Programs:
for Maine residents 

Administered by FAME, the 

Maine State Grant Program 

provides need-based grants to 

Maine undergraduate students 

of all ages. The Maine State Grant 

Program for Adult Learners gives 

Maine undergraduate adult 

students (someone who is age 

24 or older on January 1, the year 

they will start school) a one-time 

opportunity to take a little extra 

time to file their 2022-2023 FAFSA 

and be awarded the grant.

Maine College of Art & Design is proud to 
ensure 100% of BFA degree-seeking students 
receive some type of financial assistance.  
In fact, we provide more than $7.5 million  
annually through direct support, scholarships, 
grants, loans, and job opportunities  
for students.

The Free Application for Federal Student Aid 
(FAFSA) is available on October 1 at fafsa.gov  
for the following school year. For U.S. Citizens  
or eligible noncitizens, this form is required  
in order to receive some aid offerings,  
including Federal aid. We do not require any 
additional forms, like the CSS profile or  
institutional specific form, in order to be  
considered for aid.

The Financial Aid office is committed to  
helping all students access an education and 
fulfill their goals. We don’t simply process 
aid and send out awards—we help students 
understand the realities of funding their 
education, share information about all of the 

We are committed to making your educational  

experience more affordable. 



for Vermont residents 

Vermont Student Assistance 

Corporation (VSAC) awards grant 

funds to students, even if they 

attend school in a different 

state. To apply for a state grant 

students must complete a fafsa 

and any other state specific 

forms. You should contact your 

state higher education agency to 

confirm their grant application 

requirements and deadlines.

Veterans:
We welcome all veterans,  

spouses, and dependents to 

study in our programs. We  

recognize that the reintegration 

from military to civilian and 

academic life can be challenging. 

Our commitment is to provide 

support to veterans during the 

transition and within the unique 

learning community to facilitate 

each student’s social and  

academic integration. From 

admission to achieving your  

academic and professional 

goals—it’s all about your success. 

Active duty military, veterans, 

spouses, and dependents might 

be eligible for educational  

benefits under: Chapter 33  

(post 9/11 GI Bill); Chapter 30  

(Montgomery GI Bill); Chapter 31 

(Vocational Rehabilitation); State 

of Maine Veterans Dependents 

Tuition Waiver Program; Yellow 

Ribbon Program.

resources available, and support students in 
outside scholarship applications,  
sometimes reviewing applications before  
they submit to help increase their chances  
to receive the award.

Enrolled students have additional  
opportunities to receive scholarship funding. 
Each year, a BFA Exhibition & Scholarship 
Competition is held in the fall and a Merit 
Scholarship Competition is held in the spring. 
Additional merit-based scholarships are 
awarded through recommendations of  
faculty, and are available across disciplines  
and majors.

Please let us help you through the process  
of financing your education by getting in 
touch with finaid@meca.edu or 1.800.639.4808 
ext. 5074. Veterans can also receive support  
and should contact registrar@meca.edu.
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Informal portfolio reviews:
You have many opportunities to have work 
reviewed by our admissions staff or faculty 
and receive feedback prior to submitting your 
portfolio for admission. The aim is to touch  
on your skills and strengths while giving 
constructive suggestions on where to improve. 
You will also get experience talking about  
what you make and why.

We encourage seeking feedback often and 
from multiple sources. Informal portfolio 
reviews can include in-progress pieces and 
portfolios—you do not need to meet the final 
portfolio requirements to begin receiving  
feedback.

Portfolio 
Requirements 
Let us help you understand our portfolio  

requirements, what we’re looking for, how to best 

present your work, and how we can help  

along the way. 

Your work should be submitted on SlideRoom (free  

for BFA applicants) and include 12–20 pieces of your 

best work completed within the past two years. 



12 Submitting your portfolio for admission:
Once your portfolio is complete and meets  
the requirements, you can submit your work 
at meca.slideroom.com for admission.  
SlideRoom allows you to add a description 
about each piece that can give our admissions 
team more context. Please include each item’s 
title, size, medium, how long you spent  
making the piece, and a short statement  
about what the piece means to you.

What are you looking for in my portfolio?
We want to see finished pieces that you feel 
best represent you as an artist from the past 
two years. Show us your individuality!

How many pieces should I have?
Your portfolio should include no more than 20 
and no fewer than 12 pieces. It is important to 
choose quality over quantity. As long as you 
have at least 12 pieces, removing one or two 
could strengthen the overall portfolio.

Can I submit 3D work?
Yes. Take pictures of any 3-dimensional items 
from as many angles as it takes to adequately 
show the piece. Include all the images in a 
single file that can be uploaded to SlideRoom 
when you are ready to submit. 

Portfolio review opportunities 
☛ National portfolio days
☛ College campus visits
☛ Classroom visits
☛ Regional art events
☛ Pre-college programs
☛ One-on-one meetings with  

the admissions counselors

Be ready to discuss:
☛ The choices you have made  

in each piece 
☛ How long you worked on  

each piece
☛ Your strengths and  

opportunities for growth  

as an artist



Portfolio
Tips:
Do not wait until assembling 

your portfolio to document your 

work. Photograph every piece 

you make as you finish it.

Photographing Your Pieces

☛ Use natural light

☛ Photograph the work flat on a table or hang 
on a wall (use a white backdrop or sweep  
for 3D pieces)

☛ Photograph the entire piece; detail shots 
should complement–not replace–the piece

☛ Photograph 3D work from multiple angles 
(front and back views at the minimum)

☛ Digital images should be in focus and  
high quality

☛ Your image should be cropped to show  
only your piece without distracting  
background objects



Creating a sweep is easy. use  

a large sheet of paper or an 

ironed sheet taped to the wall 

and draped over a table.

Natural lighting is best for  

documenting work. it can  

come through a window or set 

up your table outside in the  

mid-day sun.

If natural lighting isn’t an option 

a few lamps will work as well!

Having more than one  

light source is important for 

controlling shadows.

It’s important to photograph  

3D work from many angles.  

This will help the viewer fully 

understand the piece. 

And don’t forget about  

detail shots!
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☛

☛

☛

Application 
Checklist 

Submit your Common App

Share 500 words on Why art? Why MECA&D?  
or an essay prompt on Common App

Enter the email address and name of the  
individual who will provide one letter of 
recommendation (Ideally from an art teacher/ 
additional letters accepted from guidance  
counselors, teachers, or employers) 

Add application fee of $70 or a fee waiver

Have your guidance counselor/registrar send 
your transcript(s) through Common App, 
Parchment, SCIOR, or the National Student 
Clearinghouse

Upload a portfolio of 12-20 pieces from the 
past two years to SlideRoom 

Share details: title, date, dimensions,  
medium(s), description 

(Optional) Use our number (011673) if filing  
for the Free Application for Federal Student 
Aid (FAFSA)

☛
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FAQ
Do you have a minimum GPA?
We are most interested in understanding who 
you are as a person and an artist and therefore 
don’t have a specific minimum GPA. We review 
application materials together in a holistic 
way and place value on academics, artistic 
strengths, and your engagement within your 
community.

When will I receive my admission decision?
Once your application is complete and after 
our first deadline (December 1), you can  
expect to receive a decision within 2-3 weeks. 
If you haven’t heard from us after 3 weeks, 
please get in touch at admissions@meca.edu.
 
Can I apply if I didn’t take art classes in  
high school?
There are no specific classes required to  
apply. A portfolio is required, but skills  
may be acquired through self-exploration, 
community classes, a mentor, or any  
combination of sources. We encourage  
applicants to connect with their admissions 
counselor to discuss their work prior to  
submitting their application so we can help 
guide you toward submitting the best  
possible portfolio.



18 What kind of financial assistance is available?
We are proud to offer financial assistance to 
100% of our BFA students. Students may  
receive renewable merit-based scholarships, 
need-based grants, federal grants and  
loans, and/or may qualify for work study  
opportunities. Financial assistance  
opportunities don’t stop at admission:  
current students may be eligible to receive 
scholarships through juried exhibitions,  
faculty recommendations, and professional 
development grants.

What is the weather like in Maine?
Portland’s climate includes seasonal weather, 
with the temperature typically varying from 
25°F to 78°F over the course of the year. 
Fall is comfortable and beautiful—picture the  
changing leaves and crisp air. Winters are 
snowy and sometimes windy—picture gloves, 
scarves, and hats, sledding, and sipping  
hot chocolate. Spring can be wet but  
blooming—picture flowering trees, warming 
weather, and picnics in parks. Summer is 
beautiful and warm—think tank tops, beachy 
days, and ice cream trucks.

I have a GED. Can I apply?
Yes. A certificate of General Educational  
Development from the American Council  
of Education is considered equivalent to a 
diploma from a U.S. high school.



Our admissions team is here to help answer your 

questions and give you information about what to 

expect if you choose Maine College of Art & Design  

as your home. We can’t wait to hear from you!

Apply!
meca.edu

admissions@meca.edu

@mecaart

522 Congress St. 

Portland, me 04101
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Maine College of Art & Design is accredited by the New England Commission of Higher Education  
(NECHE) and the National Association of Schools of Art and Design (NASAD). The College’s  

accreditation status with both agencies was renewed in 2016. meca&d also belongs to the Association  
of  Independent Colleges of Art and Design (AICAD), a non-profit consortium of 38 leading art  

schools in the United States and Canada and six international affiliates.




