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Land
Acknowledgement
The Portland campus of Maine College of Art  
& Design rests on the unceded land of the
Wabanaki Confederacy. Comprising the Penobscot, 
Passamaquoddy, Maliseet, and Mi’kmaq, as well 
as the Abenaki peoples, this community has 
stewarded this land for generations. We pay our 
respects to them, ancestral and contemporary, 
as we acknowledge the realities of the genocide of 
colonial settlement. 

We invite you to consider finding ways of honoring 
and supporting the First Nations communities here 
and throughout the world. 



Since 1882, Maine College of Art & Design (meca&d) has empowered 
students to create art, make an impact, and inspire change. Our culture 
embraces evolution. We are propelled by creative growth through art 
and design. 

Students call us the right-size school in the right-size city, where  
their art and their contributions can be seen. Being the right size 
means you will have more opportunities for success during and after 
college. Our scale lets us focus on you and your future in the creative 
industry, and we encourage students to take risks and seize every  
opportunity to make their mark.

As a student, you will have extra time with your faculty, the attention 
of staff members dedicated to helping support you financially and 
professionally, and unparalleled studio access. We keep our studios and 
state-of-the-art facilities open for students 24/7, and every student has 
private studio space in years three and four. 

When you come to meca&d, you begin your career alongside faculty 
who have vibrant, successful artistic practices outside and inside our 
studios. Your portfolio grows through studio work, student shows,  
and competitions on view across six floors of exhibition space all year. 
Your network connects to our incredible roster of rotating, visiting  
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artists. Our rigorous academic curriculum and the groundbreaking 
work on view at the Institute of Contemporary Art (ica) on the  
first floor of our Porteous Building help spark inspiration for you  
to develop your full potential. You set the foundation for your  
professional practice with ongoing support from Artists at Work,  
portfolio days, community engagement, tailored internships, job  
opportunities, grants, and residencies. 

As you learn more about our 11 majors, 7 minors, and everything else 
you can expect during a lifelong journey that starts here, I hope you 
feel inspired by the potential our community has to offer. I encourage 
you to reach out to our admissions team with any questions you may 
have. They are here to help you see if life here in Portland’s thriving 
Arts District is right for you. 

I hope to see you (and your work) in our hallways soon.

Sincerely,
Dr. Laura Freid
President
Maine College of Art & Design
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What is a BFA?
In studying for a Bachelor of Fine Arts (BFA) degree, you spend the  
majority of your time growing your practice in the studio. This  
dedicated studio time is what separates a BFA program from a Bachelor 
of Arts (BA) degree.

BA

BA

In the studio
1/3 of the time

Academic studies
1/3 of the time

In the studio
2/3 of the time

Academic studies
2/3 of the time

BFA

BFA



Artistic 
Growth
This is the incubator for your art & design. A chance to 

dedicate your time to creating, experimenting, and 

considering the path you want to take as an artist 

and designer. We want to give you access to all of the 

tools and resources you need to do it the right way.

As a first-year student, you will participate  
in our Foundation program to get exposure  
to each of our 11 majors. We find that  
students leave this initial year with a deeper  
commitment to the artform they intended to 
pursue, and other times students choose  
a completely different major than they  
expected to. 

Known as both the toughest and most  
rewarding, your second year at the College is 
when you dive into your chosen field. Through 
our core curriculum and working with your 
program chair, you define a path that will  
help your art and design practice evolve. In  
addition to enrolling in your major, you are 
also encouraged to take an introductory 
course in your second-choice major in case 
your focus area changes. 

In your third and fourth years, you will  
have the basics down and will be exposed to 
different aspects of your chosen major.  
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During these years, your work comes into its 
own with the support of our faculty and  
community collaborators. You also have a 
private studio space on campus that you can 
make your own. 

Before you graduate, all of your hard work will 
come together in a final thesis project that will 
be on view for the public all around the school 
and online for virtual audiences around  
the world.  

At Maine College of Art & Design, you also 
have an opportunity to participate in a dual 
degree program to receive both your Bachelor 
of Fine Arts (BFA) & Master of Arts in Teaching 
(MAT) degrees. After graduating from this  
five-year program, you will be equipped with 
the skills to pursue an independent art  
practice and receive full teaching certification 
in the State of Maine to teach K–12 Art.

Did you know that 100% of the 

graduates coming out of our  

MAT program have received  

job placements in the field of 

art education within just a few 

months for the past seven years 

running? For more information 

about our MAT program,  

contact Graduate Admissions  

Coordinator Joel Tsui at  

joel.tsui-staff@meca.edu.



Professional 
Growth
This is where creativity meets opportunity. At Maine 

College of Art & Design, you start building your  

future the day you enter. 

Artists at Work exists to help you find new  
opportunities, apply what you have learned, 
build your practice, and put your creativity  
to work. Our unique ethos goes beyond a  
traditional career services center thanks to  
our school’s intimate scale. No matter where 
you are on your creative journey, it is our role 
to help you translate your passion into the 
work style and lifestyle that fits you.

☛    1:1 support to find and secure opportunities 
tailored to your goals

☛   Long-lasting relationships for you among our 
extended community

☛   Professional tools, best practices, and other 
resources to move you forward

☛   Amplification of your successes across  
College channels

☛   Help identifying and securing: internships; 
fellowships; jobs; commissions; sale  
opportunities; exhibition spaces; residencies; 
professional resources; collaborations/  
partnerships; grants; and more!
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advantage of individualized meetings Artists  
at Work offers. Together, we work with you  
to identify where your art and design are  
taking you to realize your potential in the 
classroom, in the vibrant city of Portland,  
and around the globe. 

We help you identify your path as a true  
professional in your field.



Personal 
Growth
This is where you flourish. The person you are when 

you first enter Maine College of Art & Design is  

not the person you will be when you leave as a BFA 

graduate. Our aim is to provide you with the tools, 

resources, support, and community you need to feel 

appropriately challenged and engaged at every step 

of your college experience. 

Our Student Life team, BFA Orientation 
Leadership Team (BOLT), and Residence  
Assistants (RAs) are all here to help  
you find your footing and your communities 
on campus. We offer a range of support 
across various departments including 
Counseling & Wellness, Disability Services, 
Residence Life, and Student Engagement  
& Leadership to help you do just that.

First-year students generally live together  
in residence halls with tight-knit communal 
areas and access to ongoing events and  
activities to keep you connected throughout 
the year. As you start to understand what 
works best for you as an individual, our  
residence halls are set up for apartment-style 
living to let you grow.
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Maine has 3,500 miles of shoreline to  
discover, thousands of lakes and ponds to  
explore, countless acres of paths to hike,  
and mountains to climb. Our city offers 
top-rated foodie restaurants, some of the  
best cultural activities in New England, and 
great options for shopping. 

We also encourage you to plan little cultural 
getaways throughout your time to expand  
your perspectives. Take an easy bus or  
train ride to Boston and New York. Plan a  
roadtrip to Montreal. Head up to the Camden  
International Film Festival, or sign up for an 
industry event trip sponsored by your major.

This is your chance to discover who you  
really want to be with both freedom and  
support from your community.  
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24/7 
2 

years of private studio space

100% 
of undergraduate students receive financial support

#1 
in the state for Animation, 

Game Art, Graphic Design, and 
Illustration

140 
years elevating art & design

11 
Majors

10:1  

student / faculty access

access to studios and state   -of-the-art facilities



18100% 
of undergraduate students receive financial support

011673 

fafsa school code

140 
years elevating art & design

78% 
of our student body is from out of state

11 
Majors

7 
Minors

5  

year option - BFA to Master of Art  
in Teaching (MAT) program

25 
years of contemporary art in the 

 ICA at MECA&D
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Diversity 
Compact
Maine College of Art & Design recognizes that  
diversity is integral to the academic experience  
and strives to foster an inclusive culture defined 
by respect, equity, and social responsibility.  
These principles serve as another catalyst for our 
students, faculty, staff, and trustees to become  
the critically engaged citizens upon whom our 
world depends. 

We understand the differences and diversity 
of our experiences include (but are not limited 
to): race; class; gender identity and expression; 
sexual orientation; national origin; ethnicity; 
faith; religion; veteran status; as well as  
mental and, physical ability.

Each member of our community agrees to be 
responsible for:

☛  Recognizing, validating, and thinking  
critically about the diversity of experience 
within our community.



20 ☛  Moving beyond cultural stereotypes and  
assumptions in order to open up an  
authentic (and inclusive) culture of critique.

☛  Embracing the principles of a small caring 
community that supports the authentic  
expression of self and others.

☛  Seeing beyond assumptions in order to 
build authentic relationships across  
differences.

☛  Learning and being aware of how larger  
cultural inequalities and inequities  
influence our daily interactions.

☛  Participating with willingness and  
openness in opportunities which address 
current social events and to think critically 
about the impact on our college community 
and larger world.

☛  Respecting and supporting all members of  
our community.

☛  Engaging in action and dialogue when  
there is injustice driven by privilege and 
oppression.

This diversity compact is meant to inform  
all areas of the College, including our  
programming, training, research, shared  
reads, curriculum, events, nomenclature,  
and systems of governance. Our diversity 
compact aims to transform student, 
faculty, staff, and board policies using design 
thinking, critical race theory, and best 
practices toward social change, racial justice, 
and inclusion.



FAQ
How big is your school?
The College has approximately 500 students. 
We offer 10:1 student to faculty access with 
lots of individualized attention. You’ll have 
support from mentors and peers throughout 
your time here. 

Is the College in a city or rural setting?
We are set in the heart of Portland,  
surrounded by galleries, performance  
venues, museums, shops (including  
some awesome art supply stores and thrift 
shops), movie theaters, great restaurants, 
hotels, and locally-owned boutiques. You’ll 
be within walking distance to the waterfront, 
beaches, parks, grocery stores, coffee shops, 
and more. We see Portland as the right-sized 
city for our students to make a real impact  
and to have their work seen. Portland is also 
uniquely situated with easy access to major 
cities like Boston, NYC, and Montreal. 

What does the campus look like?
Our majors are housed together in a six-floor, 
historic building with floor to ceiling windows 
and panoramic views of the city and Casco 
Bay. All of our buildings, including the two 
first-year residence halls, are located within  
a two-block radius. 
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Apply!

Do you offer opportunities for study  
exchange or study abroad?
Yes! You have the opportunity to study abroad 
as well as take classes through one of our 
many cross-registration programs, including 
the Association of Independent College's of 
Art & Design (AICAD) Mobility Program, Great-
er Portland Alliance of Colleges and Universi-
ties (GPACU), and Bowdoin College Exchange 
Program. Ask your admissions counselor for 
more information.

What’s the difference between attending a 
school dedicated to art and design versus 
pursuing an art program within a liberal  
arts college?
At Maine College of Art & Design, we put  
all of our resources into a specialized art and 
design education. Our whole community 
shares a passion for the arts, and our school  
is designed to support the unique learning 
environment you need to be successful. This  
is where you want to come to dive deep and 
really focus on your craft and development  
as an artist or designer. 

meca.edu

admissions@meca.edu

@mecaart

522 Congress St. 

Portland, ME 04101
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Maine College of Art & Design is accredited by the New England Commission of Higher Education  
(NECHE) and the National Association of Schools of Art and Design (NASAD). The College’s  

accreditation status with both agencies was renewed in 2016. meca&d also belongs to the Association  
of Independent Colleges of Art and Design (AICAD), a non-profit consortium of 38 leading art  

schools in the United States and Canada and six international affiliates.




