
* The only exceptions to these start times are ENG 100 English Composition, 
NS 301 Coastal Ecosystems, & SEM 451 Professional Studio

MECA FALL 2020 ACADEMIC PLAN

AUG 24-AUG 28 
FOUNDATION FOCUS PERIOD

SEPT 1- SEPT 25 
STUDIO FOCUS PERIOD

SEPT 28 
ACADEMIC STUDIES COURSES BEGIN

First-year students only on campus. Only foundation courses are 
running during this time. Then all foundation courses continue 
until Nov. 25. First-year students are done as of Nov. 25.

Studio courses only during this time.* This is a four-week studio 
intensive. Increased studio expectations for students during this time. 
Most students are taking 2-3 studio courses. Studio courses continue 
until November 25. All studio courses are complete by Nov 25.

Studio and Academic Studies courses run at the same time 
just like in a normal semester. Most Academic Studies courses 
are hybrid or online.

NOV 30 - DEC 18 
ACADEMIC STUDIES FOCUS PERIOD

Academic Studies Courses Only. * No studio courses. Online if 
Covid-19 requires it.

In order to be as prepared as possible for further academic disruptions due to the pandemic, the college has implemented a 
semester which "front loads'' the academic experiences most dependent on in-person instruction and MECA studio facilities. 

There is a foundation period starting Aug 24 where only first-year students will be on campus taking classes. 

There is then a 4-week studio focus period in September where students will take only 2 or 3 studio courses. All Studio 
Electives and Majors Courses (except for SEM 451 Professional Studio) start on Sept 1. 

All Academic Studies (except for ENG 100 Composition and NS 301 Coastal Ecosystems) start on Sept 28. 
The vast majority of studio courses are occuring in person. To increase social distancing, courses that can work online or in a 
hybrid format have been moved to those formats for this semester. 

Since there is a predicted spike in Covid-19 infections in November, the college will determine later in the semester as to how 
much in-person instruction can occur after Thanksgiving break.

Studio courses will be complete 
by Thanksgiving break. There 
will then be an Academic Focus 
period from Nov 30 to Dec 18. 
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