
FY-In section descriptions Fall 2018 
 
Course Title: Portland Walking Library 
Faculty: Samantha Haedrich 
Required Summer Reading: Wanderlust: A History of Walking by Rebecca Solnit 
Community Partner: Portland Trails 
 
Course description: In this section of FY–In, students will explore the Portland cityscape through the area's 
trail systems. Working with partner Portland Trails, we will embark on several walks and document our 
experiences through the art of DIY publications. Students will produce a set of zines which will culminate in 
a public exhibition at the end of the semester. Assignments will require both work in the field and within a 
studio environment. Throughout the semester, we will discuss artists who have embraced place as a 
catalyst for creativity. Furthermore, students will learn how self-publishing can be used as a vital tool to 
circulate their work and ideas. The class will introduce students to the fundamentals of design and 
production including print publishing software. Students do not need to have any specialized knowledge, 
but will be encouraged to bring their individual skills and interests to their work. 
 
 
Course Title: When Avatars Take Back Earth 
Faculty: Asata Radcliffe Community Partner: USM Multicultural Center 
Summer Reading:  Parable of the Sower by Octavia Butler 
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/arts/native-comics-super-indian 

 
Course description: What is an avatar? What is their function & purpose in the world?  Through stories, 
artists, films, board games, graphic novels and comics, students will interrogate how avatars shift 
consciousness and the power dynamics on earth.  We’ll explore themes of futurism and conquest, 
including the emerging themes of Indigenous and Black Futurism.   Readings will include explorations of 
dystopian worlds and how the disempowered and their heroes become the key to human survival.  Class 
discussions, research, and films will include storylines such as the Black Panther, the Matrix, and 
Cleverman.  Students will also investigate how the artist can engage creatively as an avatar in the world. 
The class will culminate in a project where students will use their individual skills to create a published 
collection of stories and visual art to showcase your version of an avatar future.  

 
Course Title: Where the Wild Things Are 
Faculty: Bernadette Esposito 
Summer Reading:  Cryptid Culture Magazine Issue #8 
http://www.blurb.com/b/8629400-cryptid-culture-magazine-issue-8 
The Blair Witch Project (Film) 
Community Partner: International Cryptozoology Museum 
 
Course Description: In this inquiry-driven writing course, we will observe and critique the intersections 
between human nature and imagination through our kinship with the wild world. Using Maurice Sendak’s 
famous book as a guiding principle, we will move from cathartic fantasy to flights of fancy, as we 
interrogate the empiricist’s claim that imagination is confined to only those materials we have previously 
perceived.  Motifs, modes and styles used by fabulists and supernaturalists to craft unclassifiable 
meditations on the wild world will serve as our models. 
 

https://www.pbs.org/newshour/arts/native-comics-super-indian
http://www.blurb.com/b/8629400-cryptid-culture-magazine-issue-8


 
 
Course Title: Vacationland 
Faculty: Hilary Irons 
Community Partner: Maine Historical Society 
Summer Reading: 
A Small Place, Jamaica Kincaid 
https://www.amazon.com/Small-Place-Jamaica-Kincaid/dp/0374527075/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=U
TF8&qid=1525703010&sr=1-1&keywords=a+small+place&dpID=41DgtNUUwLL&preST=_SY291_B
O1,204,203,200_QL40_&dpSrc=srch 
 
Course Description:In this class, we will investigate the imaginative possibilities of narrative and specificity 
in the found environment.  Lived or visited, the places in which we find ourselves present unique, 
unanticipated material for contemplation when we pay attention to the details within those places.  Ideas of 
leisure, postcolonialism, reverie, and the nature of found material within a specific place will provide the 
starting point for individual investigations leading to artworks in a wide variety of media.  Our reading, 
writing, and visual projects will be supplemented by presentations by visiting artists, a community partner, 
and field trips. 
 
 
 
 
Course Title: Fairy Tales and Folk Tales in Contemporary Contexts 
Faculty: Annika Earley 
Community Partner: Bomb Diggity Arts 
Summer Reading: Warner, Marina. Once Upon a Time: A Short History of the Fairy Tale. Oxford 
University Press, 2014. 
 
Course Description:This class will be an investigation into how images, retellings, and reenactments of 

folklore and fairy tales impact our lives. Through traditional and experimental illustration we will examine 

why we still share these stories today, how they have shaped our cultures, and how they have transformed 

over time. We will investigate, create, and reinvent folk and fairy tales from personal and global cultures 

and will use research of folkloric representation in art history to add our own translations and 

interpretations. Projects will include traditional drawings and paintings, cut paper, installation work, and 

some creative writing. Together with our community partner, Bomb Diggity Arts, we will develop 

collaborative projects revolving around storytelling. 
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Course Title: Collecting Dust: The Constructed Archive 
Faculty: Emmeline Solomon 
Community Partner: International Cryptozoology Museum 
Summer required reading:  
Borges Library of Babel (short story,  pdf: https://libraryofbabel.info/Borges/libraryofbabel.pdf),  
Lynda Barry’s One! Hundred! Demons! (graphic novel) 
Goat on a Cow episode of radiolab (25-minute podcast): 
http://www.radiolab.org/story/91518-goat-on-a-cow/  
 
Course Description:What is tangible? What can be contained? In this section of FY-In students will use the 
tactics and concepts inherent to printmaking in combination with drawing, writing, collage, and 
bookbinding - to explore and create collections, libraries, archives, guides to the real and the imagined. 
They will learn several basic printmaking and bookbinding techniques and use these in their explorations. 
In this class we will work in collaboration with a local community partner in order to expand and further 
contextualize our ideas and place as artists in the greater community. We will examine artists and authors 
who work from and construct their own archives in various forms, in order to better understand both the 
known and unknowable ourselves.   
 
 
Course Title: TRACES, TRACKS & PATHWAYS 
Faculty: Julie Poitras Santos 
Community Partner: ICA, Institute of Contemporary Art 
Summer reading: EXIT WEST, by Mohsin Hamid. Random House, 2017 
 
Course Description: This course will examine global migration in the context of local discussions regarding 
mapping, home, mobility and borders. Focusing on visual storytelling, Traces, Tracks And Pathways, will 
explore the landscapes of memory and mobility and focus on visual means for communicating personal 
and cultural narratives. Projects will be developed in the areas of sculpture, photo documentation, and 
papermaking. 
 
The United Nations Population Fund estimates that 258 million people, 3.4 percent of the world's 
population, lived outside of their country of origin in 2017. The U.N. calculated were 10.3 million people 
displaced from Syria alone by the end of 2017. Worldwide, an estimated 65.6 million people are displaced 
from their homes. Whether migrants in search of better economic and social opportunities, climate 
refugees, or refugees fleeing violence or other inhumane conditions, millions and millions of people are 
currently on the move, seeking refuge and setting up lives in entirely new and foreign locations.  
 
This course will be run concurrently with the fall exhibition in the ICA at MECA, TRACES, TRACKS & 
PATHWAYS: Making Migration Visible. Students will actively engage with artists from the show and other 
visiting artists and be invited to attend numerous local films, discussions and presentations in connection 
with the exhibition. Students are required to participate in a November 2 symposium that explores the 
intersection of Art & Politics in relationship to the exhibition.  
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