
Discussion facilitator Julie Burstein is a Peabody Award-winning radio 
producer, TED speaker, and best-selling author who has spent her working life 
in conversation with highly creative people—interviewing, probing, guiding, and 
creating live events and public radio programs about them and their work. In 
her book Spark: How Creativity Works, she maps out some of the coordinates and 
dimensions of creativity. No one can exactly explain creativity, but Julie offers a 
tour through some of its essential byways; shining a beam onto its mysterious 
workings in a way that is illuminating and can help us fi nd more of that dimension 
within ourselves, and put it to good use.

She often speaks about creativity and innovation at museums, corporations, and 
universities. She hosted Spark Talks at The Metropolitan Museum of Art in New 
York, and produced and directed the museum’s TEDxMet event in 2013.

In 2000, Julie created Studio 360 with Kurt Andersen, public radio’s premiere program 
about creativity, entertainment, and the arts. Julie is also the host of the podcast 
pursuitofspark.com, conversations about creative approaches to the challenges, 
possibilities, and pleasures of everyday life and work. 

Wayne Higby’s unique vision of the American landscape manifests in his work that 
ranges from vessel forms and tile to sculpture and architectural installation. Many 
of his pieces serve as conduits to connect with the natural world, referencing the 
spaces and landscapes most familiar and infl uential to him. An artist and educator, 
he explains that his work uses “landscape imagery as a focal point of meditation.” 
Higby is a published authority on ceramic art, acknowledged for his lectures, essays 
and critical evaluations. His work has been shown nationally and internationally and 
is included in numerous public and private collections. 

Higby received a BFA from the University of Colorado at Boulder and an MFA 
from the University of Michigan. He currently serves as the Robert C. Turner 
Chair of Ceramic Art at the New York State College of Ceramics, Alfred University. 
He is also the Director and Chief Curator of the Alfred Ceramic Art Museum at 
Alfred University and is an Honorary Professor of Art at Shanghai University and 
the Jingdezhen Ceramic Institute. 

He has received the Master of the Media and the Distinguished Educator awards 
from the James Renwick Alliance, and the American Craft Museum Visionary 
award. He is also a Member of Honor of the National Council on Education for the 
Ceramic Arts, a Life Trustee of the Haystack Mountain School of Crafts, and Vice 
President of the International Academy of Ceramics. 
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The Elemental Intersections series brings together ceramic artists, scientists, and others working in natural resource-based 
fi elds to examine the connections between art, contemporary environmental issues, and our relationship with the natural world. 

During this third and fi nal conversation in the series, ceramic artist Wayne Higby joins Donna Loring of Maine’s Penobscot 
Nation and marine geologist Joe Kelly to explore the unique and dynamic qualities of Maine’s rocky coast.  
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Donna Loring serves as a member of the Penobscot Nation Tribal Council and 
is President and CEO of Seven Eagles Media Production Corporation, a non-
profit organization dedicated to giving a voice to Native people via multimedia, 
performing arts, and documentary projects. She also hosts a monthly radio 
program, Wabanaki Windows, on Blue Hill, Maine’s WERU community radio. 

Loring received a BA in Political Science from the University of Maine. She is also 
a graduate of the Maine Criminal Justice Academy and a Vietnam veteran. She 
has served as Chief of Police for the Penobscot Nation, Head of Bowdoin College 
Campus Security, and as Aide de Campe to (then) Governor Angus King, advising 
him on women veteran’s affairs. 

Throughout her career, she has worked tirelessly to promote greater visibility for 
and awareness of issues affecting Maine’s Native Peoples. For over a decade, she 
served as the Penobscot Nation’s Tribal Representative in Maine’s legislature. 
Due to her efforts, Maine school curriculums now include the history of the 
region’s Native tribes. She was also instrumental in creating Maine’s first “State 
of the Tribes” address and in passing Maine’s resolution in support of the United 
Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. 

In addition to her advocacy work, Loring is also a writer. Her first book, In the 
Shadow of the Eagle, recounts her experiences working in the Maine legislature. 
Her more recent work, The Glooskape Chronicles: Creation and the Venetian Basket, 
a musical drama based on an Indigenous People’s creation story and teachings, 
has been staged at University of Maine’s Collins Center for the Arts.  

The Elemental Intersections series has been organized in partnership with Esperanza Stancioff, Associate Extension Professor 
and Educator with the University of Maine Cooperative Extension and Sea Grant Programs. This project is supported in part by 
an award from the National Endowment for the Arts. Additional funding for planning and marketing these conversations was 
generously provided by the Belvedere Traditional Handcrafts Fund of the Maine Community Foundation and the Quimby Family 
Foundation. For more information on the series, visit www.watershedceramics.org/elements or call (207) 882-6075.  

Dr. Joseph T. Kelly’s research focuses on how shorelines and their inhabitants 
respond to sea level change. This work has involved mapping the sea floor of the 
Gulf of Maine and examining the rates and mechanisms by which freshwater 
coastal bogs convert to marine environments as the sea level rises. In addition 
to his research in Maine, he has also worked on locating drowned archeological 
sites and monuments buried in coastal sand dunes from Scotland to Peru. 

Born in Portland, Kelley attended Cheverus High School, received a BA in Geology 
from Boston University, and an MS and Ph.D. in Geology from Lehigh University. 
In 1979, he became an Assistant Professor at the University of New Orleans 
and was later promoted to Associate Professor. He later took a position as State 
Marine Geologist with the Maine Geological Survey, and since 1999 he has been 
a  Professor of Marine Geology at the University of Maine with joint positions in 
Earth and Climate Sciences, Marine Policy and the Climate Change Institute.


