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BE BRAVE. TAKE RISKS. FOLLOW YOUR PASSION.

INNOVATE, 
IMPROVISE, AND 
SYNTHESIZE 
YOUR ABILITIES.

USE YOUR 
HEAD, HEART, 
AND HANDS.
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DEVELOP A 
RIGOROUS 
STUDIO
PRACTICE 
AND BECOME…
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AN ARTIST  
AT WORK.

LEARN 
DIFFERENT 
MODELS OF 

ARTISTIC 
PRACTICE.
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Since 1882, MECA has been a premier destination for  
artists in pursuit of transformative learning experiences in 
the areas of artistic excellence, creative entrepreneurship, 
and civic engagement. 

Today, the vitality of our mission is clearly exemplified by our expanding facilities 
and resources, highly engaged and prolific student body, growing network of 
successful alumni, impressive caliber of visiting artists and guest lecturers, and 
supportive team of faculty and staff.

MECA’s well-rounded educational experience will prepare you for a multitude of 
creative pursuits while giving you the necessary tools to succeed in your chosen 
path. Our interdisciplinary curriculum emphasizes multiple models of creative 
practice, ensuring that you will graduate with a solid understanding of how to most 
effectively use your passions, talents, and education to make a living as a 
professional artist. 

Located in the heart of Portland, Maine’s thriving Downtown Arts District, MECA is 
perfectly situated at the core of one of America’s most livable cities. Portland is a 
place of true cultural distinction that celebrates creative expression, individuality, 
and originality. Renowned for its awe-inspiring natural beauty, historic architecture, 
and edgy urban pulse, a brief stroll around the city reveals how easily one can fall 
in love with this great destination that MECA proudly calls home.

At MECA, we strongly believe that art inherently makes communities better. We are 
committed to empowering a new generation of creative problem-solvers and artists 
at work. I invite you to plan a visit, explore the campus culture, and discover for 
yourself how MECA provides an incomparable, individualized foundation for a 
successful career in the arts. We look forward to welcoming you as part of our 
tightly knit and highly supportive community.

 WELCOME  
TO MAINE COLLEGE OF ART.
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OUR EDUCATIONAL PHILOSOPHY

PLACESTUDIO AGENCY COMMUNITY ETHICS

For us, the studio is a public as well as a private place 
where the artist undertakes research, collaboration, 
experimentation, reflection, and problem-solving, all 
in preparation for creating and presenting meaningful 
artwork. Students learn that a lively and enduring studio 
practice will allow them to become creative agents in 
the world.

Our curriculum supports the creative spirit and drive 
of our students, empowering them to become artists,  
global citizens, and entrepreneurs. A structured and 
sequenced program in visual language, academic 
studies, and public engagement, with a wide range of 
choices, prepares students to transition into fulfilling 
and successful careers. 

AT MAINE COLLEGE OF ART WE  
BELIEVE AN ARTIST’S LIFE CENTERS  
ON STUDIO PRACTICE.

1 2 3 4 5

Ian Anderson
VICE PRESIDENT OF ACADEMIC AFFAIRS AND DEAN OF THE COLLEGE



MAINE
For more than two centuries, artists have chosen Maine as a place 
to gather and work. Drawn to Maine’s rugged beauty, stunning 
illumination, and reputation for fierce individualism, creatives here 
continue to push the boundaries of aesthetics, social engagement, 
and individual practice. 

At Maine College of Art, we take pride in Maine’s unique culture  
as a site for inquiry and inspiration where our students and faculty 
continue to advance this heritage.

A DESTINATION FOR CREATIVE EXPRESSION
Winslow Homer’s studio is 20 minutes from Portland, on Maine’s rocky  
coast. The lighthouses painted by Edward Hopper are also a short ride  
by car or bike from Portland’s downtown. On the first Friday evening of  
every month, 17 cities across the state host Art Walks, when galleries 
and museums are open and welcome the public to experience art from  
Maine and around the world.

The number of successful American artists who have Maine ties far  
exceeds coincidence. A few examples include:

+  Ashley Bryan
+  David Driskell
+  Winslow Homer
+  Edward Hopper
+  Dahlov Ipcar

+  Eliot Porter
+  Fairfield Porter
+  William Wegman
+  Sarah Sockbeson
+  Neil Welliver

+  Alex Katz
+  John Marin

+   Andrew, N.C.,  
 and Jamie Wyeth

+  Louise Nevelson

“There’s a feeling that, yes, you’re seeing something 
that’s happening momentarily, but it’s also a symbol 
of what has always happened in Maine. The eternity 
of a moment.”

—ANDREW WYETH • PAINTER 

+  Acadia National Park

+  Baxter State Park

+  Bradbury Mountain State Park

+  Crescent Beach State Park

+  Moose Point State Park

+  Popham Beach State Park

+  Range Ponds State Park

+  Rangeley Lake State Park

+  Reid State Park

+  Sebago Lake State Park

+  Katahdin Woods and Waters

+  and more

EXPLORE
Stunning beaches, state parks, 
and nature preserves are minutes 
away. Portland enjoys four distinct 
seasons, crisp ocean air, and easy 
access to virtually any outdoor 
recreational activity.

Photograph (left) by Unknown Artist: Winslow Homer 
with “The Gulf Stream” in his studio at Prout’s Neck, 
Maine, circa 1900.  BCMA Accession #: 1964.69.179.9 
 

BOWDOIN COLLEGE MUSEUM OF ART,  BRUNSWICK, MAINE,  GIFT OF THE HOMER FAMILY
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DISCOVER THE BRILLIANCE OF MAINE’S LARGEST CITY.

PORT     
LAND

BOSTON
NEW YORK

WASHINGTON, D.C.

QUEBEC
MONTREAL

MAINE         Top College City  
        American Institute for Economic Research 

One of America’s Dozen Distinctive Destinations 
National Trust for Historic Preservation

Foodiest Small Town in America 
Bon Appetit

America’s Most Livable City 
Forbes

       Top 10 Art Towns in the Country 
        America’s Best Art Towns

#1 Top Market in Small Business Vitality 
American City Business Journals

Best Places for Business and Careers in the U.S. 
Forbes

Hottest Cities for Entrepreneurs 
Inc. Magazine

Top 10 Safest/ 
Culturally Most Fascinating U.S. Cities 
Travelsmart Consumer Newsletter

Top 10 Destinations for Gay Travelers 
TravelNerd.com 

7th Greenest City in the United States 
Travel + Leisure

One of the 10 Great Adventure Towns 
National Geographic Adventure

Top 10 America’s Best Farmers’ Markets 
Travel + Leisure

Portland is a well-known destination for art, music, culture, cuisine, 
and commerce. While large enough to be endlessly interesting and 
diverse, Portland is small enough to retain a strong sense of community, 
where committed creative thinkers and entrepreneurs have developed 
niche markets and micro cultures centered around research and 
technology, socially responsible businesses, creative innovation, 
agriculture, design, fashion, and more. Portland seamlessly blends 
historic charm with the personality of a creative urban center.

GETTING AROUND

+    With hourly round-trip bus service to Boston, including Logan 
Airport, Portland is just two hours away by car, bus, or train. 
Amtrak departs to and from Boston five times a day. Also easily 
accessible via car, bus, or train, Portland is six hours from NYC.

+    Portland International Jetport provides world-wide service and   
  connections.

+    Portland METRO (local public transportation) discounted tickets 
  are available through MECA’s Student Life Office.

Portland is an incredible city. Located on the 
southern coast of Maine, it’s just the right size, 
easy to navigate on foot, filled with arts and 
culture, and only minutes from beaches, lakes, 
and forests.

1  photo credit Shawn Patrick Ouellette, Portland Press Herald   

2  photo credit Gregory Rec, Portland Press Herald  
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Teeming with art galleries, music venues, coffee shops, 
restaurants, independently owned boutiques, museums, 
theaters, and street performances, Portland’s Downtown 
Arts District offers top-notch people watching and plenty 
of opportunities to engage. Situated in the center of the 
burgeoning city of Portland, MECA is at the epicenter of 
Maine’s creative arts scene.

 JOIN A  

CREATIVE    
COMMUNITY.

CONNECT WITH A VIBRANT CREATIVE COMMUNITY

Portland boasts world-class art institutions like the Portland Museum of Art 
and cutting-edge creative businesses—many owned and operated by MECA 
alums—that provide easy access to exceptional internships, hands-on 
experiences, and professional opportunities. MECA is deeply embedded  
in Portland’s thriving art and design community. 

During the First Friday Art Walk each month, alternative art venues, local 
galleries, museums, and many local businesses open their doors to the 
public for a glimpse of everything that is going on in the arts community. 
MECA and its students are an integral part of the Art Walk. Opportunities  
are available for students to share their craft and sell their work. Thousands 
of patrons enjoy exhibits at the Institute of Contemporary Art (ICA) at MECA 
and within the Porteous Building. The Art Walk serves to connect a wider 
audience with the local arts, scene promoting Portland’s unique vitality as a 
center for the arts while demonstrating the importance of art and community 
through diversity and celebration.

In Portland, artists don’t “do” art—they live, breathe, and practice it, supported 
by an open, engaged community. Today the Downtown Arts District, with more 
than 65 participating exhibition and performance spaces, effortlessly reflects 
this legacy and presents the work of artists from across Maine and beyond. 



MECA is a place where creativity gets an 
amazing and thorough kind of support. 
Everything you do here, and everyone who 
interacts with you, gives you the sense that 
what you’re doing is important, and serious, 
and that you need to trust your own thinking 
and creative spirit.

ASHERAH CINNAMON ’08  •  SCULPTURE  • LIMINGTON, ME



+  Preparator’s Assistant, Lewis Gallery, Portland
+  Intern, Elizabeth Dee Gallery, New York
+  Intern, Able Baker Contemporary Gallery, Portland
+  Volunteer, SPACE Gallery, Portland
+  Curator, student exhibition on campus
+  Editorial Assistant, The Chart online journal

Lena Sternick ‘16 
Woodworking &  

Furniture Design 

Joel Tsui ’16 
Digital Media

Meg Hahn ’17  
Painting

In addition to providing traditional career support services, MECA is uniquely 
positioned to make personalized connections for students. With approximately  
500 students, we connect students’ skills to the real world.

MECA’S HOLIDAY SALE features the work  
of students and alumni, generating around 
$100,000 in sales in two days.

PORTFOLIO DAY brings employers, internship 
providers, and mentors on campus to review 
student portfolios and give critiques.

We offer WORKSHOPS on grant writing, public 
speaking, networking, and resumés. 

GRANTS are available for professional 
development and creative entrepreneurship.

Our LAWYER -IN- RESIDENCE provides advice  
on matters of intellectual property.

 65% 
of America’s schoolchildren will 
eventually be employed in jobs 

that have yet to be created.

+ Participated in International Contemporary   
   Furniture Fair
+ Assisted on public art project for benches at the  
   Statue of Liberty
+ Designer and vendor at Craft Boston
+ Intern for Doug Thayer
+ Curator of Senior Thesis Exhibition

+  Videography Intern with White Dog Arts
+  Freelance Game Developer with Big Room Studios 
+  Freelance Photographer
+  New York Studio Residency Program
+  Public Engagement Internship
+  Eudolia Gross Student Award Winner

MAKE ART. MAKE A LIVING.

Our ART + BUSINESS INSTITUTE focuses on 
gallery relationships, marketing, wholesale, 
online sales, and marketing.
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PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES Related Course Offerings

Illustrators at Work | Entrepreneurship and the Arts  
The Art of Collaboration and Participation | The Art  
of Business | Public Art | Professional Studio | Public  
Engagement Studio | Contents, Containers, Objects,  
and Models of Entrepreneurship 

Internships

American Eagle | Hasbro | Portland Museum of Art  
American Museum of Natural History | Bitfry Games 
The Clay Studio | Christie’s Auction House | L.L.Bean  
Maine Project for Fine Art Conservation | Sotheby’s 
Martha Stewart Living Omnimedia | The VIA Agency

Artists at Work connects students and alumni with opportunities  
and experiences to help them be creative professionals for life.  
An arts education teaches skills such as critical thinking, creative 
problem-solving, risk-taking, collaboration, and innovation for a new 
entrepreneurial economy. Whether you want to be a studio artist,  
a commercial designer, an educator, or an arts administrator, you’ll  
take away skills that translate into a variety of career choices.

Artists at Work provides students and alumni with connections to 
internships, commissions, professional development opportunities, 
grants, community partners, residencies, and jobs.  

BUILD YOUR RESUMÉ AS A STUDENT

 18 ARTISTS AT WORK



Public Engagement Fellows are campus leaders and  
are charged with building student capacity, participation,  
and civic engagement through curricular project-based  
work and co-curricular programming. Public Engagement 
Fellows collaborate with MECA students, faculty, and staff 
to creatively address critical community needs. 

The Public Engagement Project Space hosts student  
exhibitions that focus on socially engaged art and  
contemporary topics. The space provides an important  
platform for students to engage in action and dialogue  
on issues facing our community and world. 

CHLOE HORIE ’15, MAT ’16 • Digital 
Media and MAT, GROWING SUSTAINABLE 

COMMUNITIES

Public Engagement Fellows Chloe Beaven ’15 and 
Caitlin Ervin ’16 designed and led projects that built 
relationships between MECA and the community. 
Chloe partnered with Waynflete School and Seeds of 
Peace on her capstone project, which included the 
Big Think Series, monthly conversations hosted by 
artists and academics; revitalizing the MECA CARE 
(Celebrating All Realms of Ethnicity) diversity group; 
and developing an annual student exhibit focusing 
on issues of race. 

SARAH MILKOWSKI-DAHLGREN ’17 
Printmaking • FOCUS ON CLIMATE CHANGE  
+ SUSTAINABILITY

In her role as Public Engagement Fellow, Sarah  
leads the student group Trash Talkers. Trash  
Talkers is an environmental group that takes action 
institutionally as well as within the community of 
Portland. The group partnered with 350 Maine to 
conduct workshops and lead the Turn the Tide 
Climate Rally in Portland, organized around the  
Paris Climate Summit. Sarah’s work also focuses  
on institutional goals, including composting in  
the MECA Cafe, recycling, and conserving energy.  
Sarah received the 2016 Heart and Soul Award  
from Maine Campus Compact in recognition of  
her leadership in civic engagement. 

PUBLIC
ENGAGEMENT

The Public Engagement Minor at Maine College of Art is a four-year curricular 
pathway that integrates art, real -world problems, and community partners.ART FOR SOCIAL CHANGE 

The Public Engagement Minor at Maine College of Art  
is a four-year curricular pathway that integrates art, real - 
world problems, and community partners. Students work 
with a range of partners in a variety of public contexts  
to address and solve complex issues in our project- and 
problem-based courses. Utilizing collaborative methods 
and participatory models, our students take action as 
citizens, artists, and designers. As a result, each student 
gains the skills and confidence to directly impact their 
culture and society during and after college.

One of the first programs of its kind in an art school,  
this interdisciplinary curriculum has been part of our 
pedagogy for more than 25 years. Together, we learn  
and apply the skills of co-creating, designing, building,  
and activating our world to make it better for all.

A FEW EXAMPLES OF PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT INTERNSHIPS:
 

+  The Art Department

+  Braddock Tile

+  Cultivating Community

+  Environment Maine

+  Frannie Peabody Center

+  Learning Works

+  Mayo Street Arts

+  SPACE Gallery

 20 PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT



ALUMNI

AHMED ALSOUDANI ’05 earned his MFA from the Yale 
School of Art in 2008 and currently lives and works in New 
York. Born in Baghdad, Iraq, he arrived in Portland in 2001 
with minimal training in art and has become internationally 
renowned for his tumultuous and innovative paintings. 
He was one of six selected artists included in the Iraq 
Pavilion of the 54th Venice Biennale and has been profiled 
in the New York Times and Art in America. In 2013, the 
Portland Museum of Art hosted a solo exhibit of his work.

IVA MILOVANOVIC ’16 was  
one of only 22 artists awarded  
a residency at the Archie Bray 
Foundation for the Ceramic Arts  
in Helena, Montana, in 2016. She  
is currently pursuing her MFA 
degree at Rhode Island School  
of Design in Providence, RI.  

SARAH MCNEIL ’98 won the Henry Walters Traveling 
Fellowship, a $10,000 prize given to a graduating MFA 
student at the Maryland Institute College of Art, which 
allows them to travel anywhere in the world to inspire 
their practice. Sarah traveled to Prague, where she 
studied traditional Czech puppets. She also received a 
MICA fellowship, which provided her with free studio  
space for one year, and was a recent artist- in- residence  
at the Pacifc Northwest College of Art. 

TODD NOEL ’92 is a Los Angeles artist who works in 
traditional and digital media. Over the last 18 years he 

FELICE BOUCHER ’84 was named Maine Photographer 
of the Year at the Maine Professional Photographers 
Association Annual Convention in 2012. She is also a 
Certified Professional Photographer and was awarded  
a Master of Photography degree through the MPPA in 
recognition of her success, education, and service.

TONY BRAGG ’07 references stories hidden in  
the American landscape, depicting how we use myth  
and imagination to manage and understand what we 
experience. Based out of Brooklyn, New York, he has 
had solo exhibitions at William Blizard Gallery, Red Mill 
Gallery, and Gallery 263, and recent awards include a 
fellowship at the Vermont Studio Center and a MECA 
Artist Residency at the Pace House in Stonington, ME.

BENJAMIN CARPENTER ’01 is the lead artist and owner 
of Backbone Design & Fabrication in Oakland, California. 

His company produces a range of 
architectural metalwork and has 
expanded to include the production 
of sculptural, kinetic, and installation 
work. Ben is also part of the collab- 
orative group “5 Ton Crane” and has 
worked on two projects at SFMOMA.

NATHANIEL EDMUNDS ’05 spent two years in the Ukraine 
teaching English and creative writing as part of the Peace 
Corps, and is now the art and design teacher at Portland’s 
first charter school, Baxter Academy for Technology & 
Science. He has also taught in Tokyo and Jerusalem.

SETH GOULD ’09 traveled to Japan to visit the studios  
of traditional Japanese craftsmen. He specializes in tool- 
making at his shop studio. Currently based out of Cleveland, 
Ohio, Seth studied at Penland School of Crafts through a 
highly selective Core Fellowship. 

JACK MAUCH ’06, whose work ranges from fine  
furniture to pewter tankards, received a highly selective 
Core Fellowship from the Penland School of Crafts and 
has worked as an exhibition designer and fabricator for 
the Harvard Graduate School of Design. His work was 
featured in American Craft magazine. In 2013 he began  
a one -year Studio Fellowship at the Maine Center for 
Furniture Craftsmanship.

David is an Effects Animator at Walt Disney Animation Studios who has worked 
on many major films. He was an Effects Supervisor on Disney’s Wreck -It Ralph, 
an animated feature nominated for an Oscar in 2013. He was also part of the 
team who worked on Frozen, which received a 2014 Oscar for Best Animated 
Feature. Most recently he has worked on Big Hero 6, Frozen Fever, and Moana. 

DAVID HUTCHINS ’87

63%
WORK AS PROFESSIONAL  

ARTISTS*

17%
PURSUED AN MFA  

AFTER GRADUATION

23%
WORK AS ART TEACHERS

38%
WORK AS FINE ARTISTS

23%
WORK AS GRAPHIC 

DESIGNERS, ILLUSTRATORS,  
OR ART DIRECTORS

91%
MAKE ART IN THEIR 

PERSONAL TIME

49%
ARE SELF-EMPLOYED,  

INDEPENDENT  
CONTRACTORS, OR  

FREELANCE WORKERS

23%
WORK AS CRAFT ARTISTS

For more than a hundred years, alumni of Maine College of  
Art have been making outstanding contributions in their 
respective fields. In the 21st century, they continue to 
exemplify qualities of creative problem-solving and artistic 
excellence, blending them with an entrepreneurial spirit  
and advancing MECA’s long legacy of achievement.

Vivian was the winner of HGTV’s Ellen’s Design 
Challenge Season 2, in which the finalists were 
assigned to design furniture for green rooms at  
The Ellen Degeneres Show. She was awarded a 
$100,000 cash prize and her work was featured  
in HGTV Magazine. She earned her MFA from 
Cranbrook Academy and has received a research 
fellowship from the Smithsonian National Air  
and Space Museum. Her work is included in 
collections nationwide.

VIVIAN BEER ’00 WHAT DO OUR ALUMNI DO?

has worked on hundreds of 
initiatives as project manager, 
creative lead, and artist, doing 
scenic painting, special effects 
painting, murals, miniatures, stop- 
motion, costumes, and more.  
His credits include work on films, 
commercials, videos, photo  
shoots, stage, and trade shows.  

His work can be seen in the films Hugo, Inception,  
and The Dark Knight Rises, and was included in Elton  
John’s stage show at Caesars Palace in Las Vegas. 

KAREN SIATRAS ’91, Publications Designer at the 
Smithsonian American Art Museum, is the designer and 
art director of the book 40 Under 40: Craft Futures, which 
accompanied an exhibit that investigated evolving notions 
of craft. The book was awarded Best in Show at the 
Washington Book Publishers design competition in 2013.

BRIAN WILK ’95 is Vice President of Games Design  
and Development at Hasbro. Over  
the years, he has worked on brands  
such as Transformers, Star Wars,  
and Marvel Properties. He currently 
works on Hasbro Gaming, Monopoly, 
Pie Face, Scrabble, Speak Out, and 
hundreds of other classic brands.

PHOENIX ZOELLICK ’06 is the founder of BeastWares, a 
whimsy punk apparel line embodying quality, functionality,  
and wild abandon. She works in materials ranging from 
glitter to leather and makes clothes for the weird kids, the 
space  rockers, and those not afraid to live boldly while 
having a good laugh.

STATISTICS FROM THE 2015 STRATEGIC 
NATIONAL ARTS ALUMNI PROJECT (SNAAP)  
*57% is the national average for arts alumni 

16%
FOUNDED A BUSINESS

 22 ALUMNI



MECA has impacted me to pursue what I love... 
that I should pour into it with all of who I am.  
Not to be afraid of failing. Not to be afraid of 
falling down. From my friends and peers to the 
faculty and staff, I’ve really been surrounded by 
a community of people who encourage me to 
learn, encourage me to take a leap of faith—to 
try something new, and to fall down, but then 
to get back up. 

HANNAH HOWARD ’17   •  PRINTMAKING  • JAFFREY, NH



MECA’s exceptional faculty are invested in your 
growth—creatively, personally, and professionally. 
The accomplished artists, designers, scholars, 
and educators who teach at MECA are dedicated 
to the success of their students—in the classroom, 
in the community, and beyond. 

Faculty at MECA thrive on establishing an inspiring and challenging 
culture that values artistic excellence, creative entrepreneurship, 
and civic engagement.  

Many of our faculty are leaders in their fields who have exhibited 
work at prestigious galleries and museums all around the world, 
including the Smithsonian and the Farnsworth; have published 
books through MIT Press, Candlewick Press, and other publishers; 
and have represented internationally known clients, including The 
Boston Globe, Disney, Sotheby’s, Nickelodeon, MTV, The New York 
Times, the New York Public Library, and Timberland. 

Our small class sizes fosters a uniquely personalized, responsive 
learning environment that equips our students with the skills  
to fulfill their lifetime ambitions. MECA faculty understand and 
respect diverse ways of learning and teaching. Students forge 
strong personal bonds with faculty that transcend studio discipline 
and last far beyond their MECA experience. 

TEACHERS, MENTORS, AND WORKING ARTISTS

FA
C

U
LT

Y

MECA’s professors have always been very supportive of all my ideas.  
I think having creative freedom is very important. At the same time, 
being encouraged to further push and strengthen your ideas is not 
always easy, but it is necessary. The professors here will push you, 
but in the end it’s in your hands to carry your ideas to the next level. 

LIBBY CONNOLLY ’16 • GRAPHIC DESIGN • KENNEBUNK, ME

 26 FACULTY



3

VISITING
ARTISTS

RECENT VISITING ARTISTS AND 
GUEST LECTURERS INCLUDE:

+  Laylah Ali

+  Ahmed Alsoudani ’05

+  Huma Bhabha

+  Diana Cooper

+  Spencer Finch

+  Hamish Fulton

+  Seth Goldenberg MFA ’05

+  Michelle Grabner

+  Ann Hirsch

+  David Humphrey

+  Amelia Jones

+  Michael Kimmelman

+  Steve Locke

+  Roberto Lugo

+  Sam Messer

+  Helen Molesworth

+  Jim Shaw

+  Garth Clark

+  Hrag Vartanian

+  William Wegman

+  Ander Milkalson

EXPAND YOUR  
HORIZONS.  
BROADEN YOUR  
PERSPECTIVE. 
GET INSPIRED. 

Maine College of Art’s Visiting Artist and Guest 
Lecturer Series invites professional artists, curators, 
creative entrepreneurs, educators, experts, and 
thought leaders to present on topics of interest and 
importance to the MECA community.  

From critically acclaimed painters to well-known film producers, 
visiting artists play an important role in the overall educational 
experience here at MECA.

MFA SUMMER LECTURE SERIES

Each summer the MFA Program brings a roster of nationally and 
internationally renowned artists to lecture, teach, curate, and offer 
critique with students during an interdisciplinary summer intensive. 

1 ANDER MIKALSON, Performance Artist   2  HRAG VARTANIAN, Editor-in- 
Chief and Co-Founder of Hyperallergic  3  ROBERTO LUGO, Ceramic Artist, 
Activist, Rapper, and Educator

1

2

 28 VISITING ARTISTS



BACHELOR
OF 

FINE ARTS

BFA

+  Art History
+  Drawing
+  Public Engagement
+  Writing
+  Music

MECA’s immersive, rigorous interdisciplinary 
approach is informed by a strong foundation  
in the liberal arts and a deep commitment to 
studio practice. We believe in holistic education. 
We will help you crystallize your passion into  
a transformative learning experience.

Experts in their respective fields, our faculty constantly review, 
evaluate, and update the curriculum to ensure it is aligned 
with best practices and newly emerging ideas. Courses are 
designed to give you the knowledge base and expertise to 
excel in your chosen field of creative practice. Learning comes 
through a blend of practice, theory, and self-directed study.

Since its founding in 1882, MECA has been an active leader  
in the fields of art, craft, and design. This role is amplified 
through our intimate city campus that engenders close 
relationships, both inside and outside of the College. These 
relationships provide students with networks for collaboration, 
communication, and professional development that foster 
their future creative success.

+  Illustration
+  Graphic Design
+  Digital Media
+  Photography 
+  Printmaking
+  Sculpture
+  Painting
+  Ceramics
+  Metalsmithing  
    & Jewelry
+  Woodworking  
    & Furniture Design 
+  Textile & Fashion Design

11  MAJORS

5  MINORS
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Art is vital to communities. Art is one of 
the hardest and most rewarding fields 

you can pursue, practice, and live.

AT MAINE COLLEGE OF ART 
WE BELIEVE ART IS A 

WAY OF LIFE. 



FY-In involves studio work, academic research, and involvement 
with a community partner. Students choose from one of several 
thematic sections. The course’s intent is to fully immerse you in art 
and design, to involve you in the MECA and Portland communities, 
and to place your creative efforts in a real-world context. 

FY-In teaches the critical importance of combining research  
and practice, and serves as an introduction to the process of 
collaboration with both other students and a community partner. 
Students read, write, research, make art, and discuss and critique 
work while pursuing projects specific to their section. The course 
is required of all first-year students.

The Public Engagement component is a unique aspect of FY-In. 
Students and faculty work with a local community partner to 
identify and creatively address a real community need. Some 
of our community partners have included the Island Institute,  
the Portland Museum of Art, and the Abyssinian Meeting House.

FY-In is also the starting point for MECA’s faculty mentoring 
program. Every student at MECA has a mentor who helps them 
navigate through the College and beyond. Typically, a student 
chooses a faculty mentor in their field of choice who can serve as 
both a professional and personal role model. Your FY-In instructor 
is your mentor for the first semester and will help you identify 
a new mentor as you get to know other faculty, staff, and alumni. 

A distinctive part of every new MECA 
student’s education is FY-In, our 
 innovative First-Year Seminar.

FIRST-YEAR
SEMINAR 

FIR
ST-Y

EA
R

 S
EM

IN
A

R
 (FY-IN

)  33

INVOLVE. INFUSE. 
INSPIRE.

Pictured: Students in the FY-In course Community Action: Design and 
Activism, partnered with Environment Maine on a poster campaign that 
addressed the Tar Sands environmental debate in Maine.



TOTAL 
IMMERSION

FOUNDATION

You might be pretty sure about who you are as an artist. You might 
even be sure which medium you will be working in for the rest of 
your career. That is why at MECA we feel it is our obligation as 
teachers and fellow artists to shake things up a bit and introduce 
you to mediums and ideas you never before considered.

We also feel that no matter how talented you are as an artist, the 
more time you spend learning from other artists and their work,  
and about historical, cultural, and personal influences, the more 
powerful an artist you can become. This is why we believe in a 
strong foundation followed by a year of exploration. There are  
two semesters of visual fundamentals (drawing, color theory, 2D, 
3D), complemented by extensive studio work (seeing, questioning,  
and collaborating) and followed by two semesters of individual 
experimentation and discovery that, together, will support and guide 
your education at MECA.

The skills you acquire in Foundation will serve you for the rest of 
your life, whatever path you choose.
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Jordan Carey ’19



Foundation’s curriculum immerses you in 
the languages of design and composition.  
It is a period of radical growth where you 
will explore new ways of thinking and 
making. In this sense, I believe Foundation’s  
chief aim is to teach students to design and 
compose themselves. 

PHILIP BROU • CHAIR OF FOUNDATION & ASSOCIATE  
PROFESSOR OF PAINTING

1

1 Through the Portland Walking Library FY-In class, students explore the  
Portland cityscape and create DIY publications.  2  Professor Rob Sullivan 
critiques H. Elliott. 3  Installation of work by students in the War of the Worlds 
FY-In Honors class  4-5  Alexander Brooks  6  Anatomical Drawing class  
7 Installation of work by students in The Power of Adornment FY-In class

FALL

+  First-Year Seminar

+  Two-Dimensional Design

+  Introduction to Drawing

+  Studio Elective

+  English Composition

SPRING

+  Three-Dimensional Design

+  Introduction to Digital Imaging 
    (Choose Basics, Painting and  
    Drawing, Applications and  
    Explorations, or Photography)

+  Studio elective

+  Introduction to Literature

+  Art History Survey I

SECOND-YEAR LAB

In your second year, you will choose a section of our interdisciplinary 
Second-Year Lab. This course allows you to combine and advance 
everything you learned in your first year while helping you develop 
your own voice. You will also be taking many electives to strengthen 
your new explorations. Each class informs the others: Printmaking  
and Painting inform Textile & Fashion Design, New Media informs 
Illustration, Art History informs Sculpture, and World History informs 
Woodworking. We make sure you never get lost, even as you explore 
uncharted territory in the forms of different disciplines, and ways of 
thinking, and your own identity. Are you confident enough to identify 
yourself as an artist? You will be, as the cohesion of professional 
practice skills and self-direction takes shape.
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ENGAGE YOUR  
INTELLECTUAL CURIOSITY.

To get better at what you do, it’s always a good idea to understand what 
others did before you. Studying art history will broaden your knowledge of 
the historical and social contexts that inform your work. All of our classes 
emphasize visual analysis and critical thinking. The art history faculty represent 
diverse areas of scholarly specialization, including Asian and Islamic Studies, 
Modernism, Feminism, Film and Media Studies, Social Practice, and 
Contemporary Art and Theory.

ACADEMIC STUDIES 
Unlike many art schools, the undergraduate Academic Studies curriculum at 
MECA proceeds from the fact that we are educating artists. This means that 
many of our liberal arts courses are specifically designed to link the course 
content with students’ creative practices. It means that the vocabulary and 
skills students learn in the Foundation Program is echoed in their art history 
courses. In upper-level academic courses students develop individual 
research projects that investigate topics directly related to their studio work. 
Overall, our dedicated art history and liberal arts faculty help students  
hone their critical thinking and develop research skills that will continue to 
feed their studio practices well beyond their undergraduate experience.

ACADEMIC  
STUDIES 
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ART HISTORY

At MECA you won’t just study; our faculty will help you learn and understand 
how to have meaningful dialogue. You will create an intellectual foundation 
that will fuel your creative practice and prepare you to be an engaged global 
citizen. You will build a diverse cultural knowledge base, and sharpen your  
critical thinking skills and your reading and writing skills. Liberal arts courses 
include creative writing, the business of art, philosophy, history, anthropology, 
ecology and sustainable living, literature, creative nonfiction, sociology, and 
much more. Our liberal arts courses will excite and nourish your studio 
practice and empower you to direct your own lifelong learning.

Pictured: Adjunct Instructor of Liberal Arts Deb Debiegun with her 2016 Natural 
History of Coastal Ecosystems class in the field.

LIBERAL ARTS



ILLUMINATE
COMPLEX VISUAL  

NARRATIVES.

Majors in the Illustration Program at MECA benefit from a low student- 
to-faculty ratio and the guidance of award-winning professionals in  
the field. This makes for an intimate and intensive course of study that 
combines artistic rigor with real work experience. Our professors are 
distinguished artists and illustrators who bring their daily practice of 
business, craft, and aesthetics to their teaching. 

As an Illustration Major, you will develop technical abilities solidly  
rooted in drawing skills. From this base, you will learn to invent concepts, 
think critically, and develop a unique and personal style. In addition,  
you will study illustration history, theory, and professional practices:  
the business of illustration.

Being able to express thoughts and ideas through drawing is the greatest 
skill of an illustrator; at the core of every illustration lives context and 
narrative. Whether in books or comics, magazines or advertising, games 
or animation, when there is a story to be told, a problem to be solved, 
or a point of view to be expressed, the illustrator provides the vision.

Majoring in Illustration at MECA  
is an intimate and intensive course 
of study that combines artistic rigor 

 with real work experience.

ILLUSTRATION
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Liz Long ‘14, MAT ‘17



I love MECA in that it provides 
flexibility in each student’s own 
creative story. Basically, I want to 
really dive in and get the most 
out of my career. I absolutely love 
the vibrant culture that exists  
in Illustration, and I don’t want to  
miss any of it.

SOPHIE CANGELOSI ’16 •  ILLUSTRATION • FLOWER 
MOUND, TX
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1 Sophie Cangelosi 2 Emma McCabe 3 Liz Long 
4 Devin Harrington 5 Tyler Eldrige 6 Abigail Masso
7 Paul Gray

1
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MASTER THE  
ART OF VISUAL 

COMMUNICATION.

As a Graphic Design major at MECA, you’ll learn how to give concepts 
their most compelling voice, how to analyze and understand your 
audience, and how to effectively use the visual languages of type  
and image to enhance meaning.

Our faculty of practicing professionals believe that experiences 
combining graphic design with other creative disciplines make for a 
stronger, more versatile graphic designer. Our curriculum emphasizes 
design as an interdisciplinary field and provides you with methods 
that are adaptable across many forms of analog and digital media.

You’ll explore different media, materials, and methods, and will develop 
effective design strategies and systems while keeping your skills broad 
and delving into websites, video, interactivity, publications, packaging, 
information design, user experience, and bookmaking. During your 
studies at MECA, your design thinking and creative processes will 
evolve into an individual voice that becomes the foundation of your 
professional practice.

In the design of visual communication, 
there are two essentials you need to know: 
how to turn an idea into a compelling visual 
message, and what you can bring to it as a 

creative thinker. 

GRAPHIC 
DESIGN
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MECA MAKES ITS MARK: CREATING A VISUAL IDENTITY

Pictured: Graphic Design majors Sarah Mohammadi and Hannah Sherwood 
unveil MECA’s new brand for the first time to the community. Our new 
institutional logo is the result of an inspiring collaboration between MECA’s 
dedicated faculty, talented students, and internationally recognized design 
professionals. The dynamic process consisted of a three-day charrette hosted 
by MECA faculty and Eddie Opara of Pentagram Design. 



1  Justin Carey  2  Danielle Dutile  3  Autumn Frantz   
4  Shelley Blair  5-6  Libby Connolly  7  Letterpress  
Workshop  8  Taylor McElhinney  9  Rebecca Tochterman
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The language and purpose  
of design made sense to me. 
Although there was never a 
right answer, I always loved 
solving the problem. I actually 
went to a different art school 
for a year to pursue design, 
but ended up coming back  
to MECA. MECA truly does 
offer a very unique program 
here which allows each 
individual to explore openly.

LIBBY CONNOLLY ’16 •  GRAPHIC DESIGN • 
KENNEBUNK, ME
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EXPLORE THE FIELDS 
OF GAME DESIGN, 

ANIMATION, DIGITAL 
FILMMAKING, AND 
INTERACTIVE ART.

Digital Media majors at MECA are versatile, technology savvy, and 
capable of solving complex visual challenges. 

Create, explore, and manipulate real and imagined worlds. Digital 
Media majors at MECA blend the lines of traditional media with 
cutting-edge technologies to create video games, digital art, virtual 
environments, installations, animated and live-action films, and 
anything else imaginable in our increasingly digital age.

Our interdisciplinary curriculum integrates drawing, 2D and 3D design, 
digital imaging, and video, providing the experience needed to build 
a portfolio that sets you apart. If the exploration of new realms like 
transmedia storytelling, game art, interactive comics, mobile app 
design, and multimedia installation is your dream, then pursuing a 
degree in Digital Media is the right path for you.

You’ll be given the tools, guidance, and 
 expertise to define your own career within  

a rapidly expanding industry. 

DIGITAL 
MEDIA
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As a Digital Media major, I’ve had the 
pleasure to work with a broad spectrum of 
practices within the department. We shared 
our knowledge and inspired each other to 
innovate. The result is an intimate group  
of people with a network of modular skills 
motivating one another to strive.

JOEL TSUI ’16  •   DIGITAL MEDIA  •  HONG KONG

Enjoy access to a wealth of departmental resources:

+  iPads, computers, and Android devices

+  3D printers

+  Digital SLRs, video cameras, and audio gear

+  Data projectors and lighting equipment

+  Industry-standard programs, including Autodesk’s 
    MAYA and Mudbox, Stencyl and Unity Game    
    Engines, Dragon Stop Motion, and Adobe CC  
    Premium Suite, (including Animate, After Effects,  
    Audition, Illustrator, Photoshop, and Muse)

DIGITAL MEDIA TOOLS INCLUDE:

1  Olivia Ryder  2  Shaina Cota  3  Mike Goodwin   
4  Harrison Brown  5-6  Joel Tsui  
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ESTABLISH YOUR 
OWN TECHNIQUE.
CHALLENGE YOUR 

PERCEPTION.

Photography at MECA emphasizes the importance of visual literacy, 
composition, process, and light. In addition to learning the techniques 
of image making, you’ll also understand the historical and contemporary 
contexts from which images are created. This understanding is part of  
a transformation you’ll experience at MECA as you grow from a casual 
photographer into an artist.

As a Photography major at MECA, you’ll learn how a body of work or a 
series engages your audience beyond a single image. You’ll experiment 
with technical and conceptual elements of traditional and contemporary 
processes, including 35mm, medium-format, large-format, and digital 
capture. When you graduate, you’ll possess the skills to create a 
professional fine arts portfolio, develop an artist statement and resumé, 
establish your own web presence, and create a final thesis exhibition.

As artists, observers, and image makers, 
photographers play an influential role in 
society that profoundly impacts the way  

we understand the world around us.

PHOTOGRAPHY
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Pictured: Jake Raynor’s handheld 4x5 rig, photographed by Justin Kirchoff



1  Kate Isherwood  2  Mural printing demo, for Intermediate 
Photography  3  Marley Ingram  4  Tabitha Barnard  5  Dylan 
Hausthor  6  Large-Format Photography class

+  Advanced and beginner darkrooms for black-and-white 
    processing  

+  Large- and medium-format film cameras  

+  Digital SLRs  

+  Portable lighting kits

+  Full artificial lighting studio

+   Archival digital printers for 44-, 24-, and 17-inch formats

+  Film scanners

+  Dedicated iMac lab for digital output

+  Weekly equipment checkout opportunities

Creating work that takes on meaning and 
resonates with the world is a primary goal for 
makers. The Photography Program at MECA has 
technical resources and faculty that will push you 
to become an image maker with your own voice. 
In my time here I have developed a new way to 
see the world and now I can describe it through 
my photographs.

KYLE DUBAY ’18 •  PHOTOGRAPHY  •  ORONO, ME
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ACCESS TO ALL THE PROFESSIONAL 
TOOLS YOU’LL NEED:

1
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EXPLORE THE 
EXPANSIVE NATURE 

OF PRINT MEDIA 
AND ITS IMPACT ON 

CONTEMPORARY ART 
AND CULTURE.

Grow your technical skills, develop your formal and material 
sensibilities, and study the history of print as a fine art form and a 
vehicle for vernacular culture, social dissent, and cultural identity.

Printmaking majors at MECA master a physical process that 
demands patience, skill, and limitless experimentation. You’ll work 
with a wide range of materials, methods, and alternative forms of 
print, including installation, digital fabrication, fine art editions, 
collaborative projects, public art, and entrepreneurial endeavors.

As a Printmaking major you’ll have the opportunity to work with 
screen printing, relief printing, lithography, etching, and photo  
and digital print processes. Graduate with a strong professional 
foundation and the confidence to convert your passion for 
printmaking into a lifelong creative practice and a broad range  
of career pathways.

Make spectacular art that blends 
cutting-edge technology with centuries-

old printmaking techniques. 

PRINTMAKING
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Megan Taitano ‘16



1  Sara Inacio  2  Jo Tatlock  3  Ashley Hall  4  Megan Taitano
5  Marisa D’Andrea  5  Hannah Howard

 ALL THE RIGHT TOOLS, EQUIPMENT,    
 MATERIALS, AND RESOURCES:

+   Lithography area with two presses and large selection  
of litho stones  

+  Intaglio and relief area with three etching presses

+   Screen printing facility with exposure unit and darkroom  
 for photo processes

+   Digital workstation, software, and scanner for photo   
 printing processes

+   Color and B&W archival digital printing equipment

+   Etching facilities for copper

+   Traditional stone lithography and photo-litho processes

+   Large, spacious studios with incredible natural light 
 overlooking Casco Bay

+   Nontoxic materials and methods

+   Strong network of community partners, alumni, and   
 artists for professional development opportunities,   
 including internships, exhibitions, and special projects

+   Large iron hand press and VanDercook proof press for    
 relief printing and wood type

+   Fab Lab space equipped with laser engraver, 3D printer,     
 and CNC router

1

2

6

My initial intended major was Painting, but after exploring 
several programs at MECA, I found that Printmaking was the 
best fit for me. I have become interested in working in many 
different mediums, and Printmaking can easily be combined 
with any of them. I find Printmaking to be a very flexible 
medium that allows me to keep exploring new ways of 
making and combining different mediums and materials.  
It also allows me to work in multiples and to bring my work  
into many different contexts. I was drawn to the sense of 
community throughout the department, and the collaborative 
aspect of it.

SARA INACIO ’17  •  PRINTMAKING  •  GROVELAND, MA
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EXPLORE NEW 
DIMENSIONS. GET 

INSPIRED TO CREATE 
 MEANINGFUL ART.

In the Sculpture Program at MECA, you will challenge yourself in 
new ways technically, creatively, and conceptually. An emphasis on 
critical thinking will help you learn to communicate with confidence 
while gaining insight into the discipline of sculpture from a historical 
and contemporary perspective. Our diverse faculty will guide you as 
you explore the relationships among material, technique, process, 
scale, and context.

You’ll have the opportunity to work in traditional and non-traditional 
sculptural materials in dynamic facilities with supportive faculty who 
encourage experimentation. You may even blur the lines so much 
that your sculpture becomes a way of engaging with the community 
or telling a complex story. The exchange of ideas with your peers, 
faculty, visiting artists, and the local arts community will challenge 
you to advance your journey toward becoming a professional artist 
in the ever-changing world. 

At MECA, sculpture is broadly defined  
and ever-expanding. It’s material, three-

dimensional, spatial, and sometimes even 
ephemeral or four-dimensional.

SCULPTURE
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Caitlin Ervin ‘16



1 Emily Callaghan  2 Robert Bennett 
3 Alyssa Freitas  4 Caitlin Ervin 
5 Jaime Gaiti

1

Being at MECA has changed my art drastically. I didn’t 
have much experience in sculptural mediums prior to 
attending college. I feel like it opened many doors for 
me artistically; there are so many possibilities for my 
work now. It’s just a matter of figuring out the most 
effective way to express what I want to say.

JACKIE KING ’17 • SCULPTURE  • TIVERTON, RI

EXAMPLES OF SCULPTURE  
ELECTIVE COURSES:

+  Sculptural Imagination: Wood, Metal, Foundry 
    Practices

+  Sculpture in Context: Installation, Multiples, Land Art

+  Wood Sculpture

+  Stone Sculpture

+  Expressive Figure

+  Defining Gravity

+  Metal Sculpture: Welding

+  Metal Sculpture: Bronze Casting

+  Sculpture: Form and Content

+  Color in Form and Space

+  Kinetic Sculpture

+  Performance Art

+  Temporal Structures: Time-Based Installation

  STUDENTS HAVE ACCESS TO:

+  SawStop Table Saw

+  Miter Saw

+  Bandsaw

+  Drill Press

+  Belt/Disc Sander

+  MIG Welder

+  TIG Welder

+  Arc Welder

+  Oxyacetylene Welder

+  Spot Welder

+  Plasma Cutter

+  Propane Forge

+  Coal Forge

+  Investment  
    Burnout Kiln

+  Speedy Melt  
    Foundry Furnace 

+  Industrial Sewing  
    Machine

+  Installation Rooms

+  Spray Booth
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CHALLENGE 
CONCEPTUAL 

BOUNDARIES AND 
 LEARN ABOUT 

CONTEMPORARY
PAINTING  

APPROACHES.

You will master fundamentals and alternative techniques using light, 
space, form, and color to translate what you see and understand 
about your surroundings. The curriculum is designed to strengthen 
your ability to make, as well as to read, write, think, and speak about 
your work.

Our experienced Painting faculty will help you establish an aesthetic 
voice, approach, and perspective that is uniquely yours. They will 
teach you about best practices when it comes to marketing yourself 
as a professional artist and selling your work. When you graduate 
from MECA, you will have all the tools you need to make painting 
the center of your career and your life.

As a Painting major at MECA, you will 
discover and give voice to what inspires 

you in an environment that supports  
your creative process and ideas.

PAINTING
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When I was introduced to painting, I really fell in love with the 
process and act itself. I realized this department was a good fit 
for me because I was interested in the history of the discipline  
as much as the practice. I wanted to learn about painting’s vast 
history and the theories we discuss in our practices. Painting  
is really open-ended and diverse in terms of what one can  
do, beyond the traditional rectangular canvas frame.

MEG HAHN ’17  •  PAINTING   •  WALDWICK, NJ
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1 Alexandra Palin 2 Meg Hahn  3-4 Isabelle O’Donnell
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SHAPE A FULFILLING 
FUTURE. ENGAGE  

YOUR PASSION FOR  
CLAY. LEARN ABOUT 
MATERIAL, PROCESS,  

AND INSPIRATION.

MECA’s Ceramics Program offers a broad curriculum that features 
introductory classes in throwing and handbuilding, as well as a range  
of advanced ceramics electives that include raku, soda, slip casting, 
porcelain, tableware, experimental surfaces, sculptural ceramics, and 
mixed materials.

Clay is an intimate and impressionable material. Ceramics is a diverse 
medium that includes a range of possibilities, from the functional vessel 
to large-scale sculpture. 

Courses like Clay and Glaze Chemistry, Intro to the Discipline (ceramics 
art history), and Professional Practices augment the studio classes  
and provide an in-depth, well-rounded education geared toward a 
professional career. 

At MECA, the Ceramics faculty deeply 
engage students in the creative process, 
from making clay to formalizing glazes  

to building and firing kilns.

CERAMICS
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Danielle Frye ‘16



1-2 Iva Milovonovic 3 Kristen Savary 4 Professor Mark Johnson  
with Gillan Doty and Jenna Tatsak 5 Emily Armstrong 
6 Janessa Letendre 7 Megan Foster

3

I have a background in graphic design.  
I explored the world of illustration and 
design and when it was time to choose a 
medium to study I thought that clay was 
the perfect material to start with since  
I wanted to bring my illustrations into 
three dimensions. From my time spent 
in MECA, I have learned persistence is 
very important, never to give up, and 
that I can always improve and move 
forward.

IVA MILOVANOVIC ’16 • CERAMICS • BELGRADE, SERBIA
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FABULOUS STUDIO FACILITIES

Ceramics majors have 24/7 access to individual spaces in a 
separate studio area that affords both privacy and space to 
develop a focused body of artwork. From ancient tools to 
cutting-edge applications, our studios and equipment are 
designed to encourage exploration of both sculptural and 
functional ceramics. MECA students have access to a range  
of potter’s wheels, clay mixing machinery, and an innovative 
indoor kiln room that houses electric, gas reduction, soda 
vapor, and raku kilns. Our students also enjoy a fully stocked 
glaze room with a large-capacity spray booth and a separate 
room for mold making and slip casting.
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JOIN A  
TRADITION OF  
PRESTIGIOUS  

ALUMNI.

From your very first class, you will begin to develop a grounding in 
traditional craftsmanship and visual sensitivity, and a work ethic you  
never imagined.

Your studio—your own bench—will be your home. Master the technical 
skills of soldering, fabrication, forming, raising, finishing, stone setting,  
and fine goldsmithing in nonferrous metals. Learn the arts of enameling  
and casting, and the language of the multiple. Translate traditional  
skills into unexpected materials like wood, marble, plastics, and resin. 
Continue the tradition of hollowware. Get unparalleled professional 
training. Take your technical skills to an entirely new level by grappling 
with theory and entering the dialogue on craft as both a noun and verb.

MECA’s Metalsmithing & Jewelry Program rivals 
all others. You will be challenged, supported, 

and driven by artist-educators who are as 
passionate about teaching as they are about 

their own studio practice.

METALSMITHING
& JEWELRY
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Rosa Loewenstein 



UNPARALLELED ACCESS TO 
FACILITIES, EQUIPMENT, AND SPACE

Facilities are equipped for jewelry making and traditional 
hollow-ware. Each major has their own bench and full 
access to studio equipment that includes casting, forming 
and raising facilities/equipment, enameling, a small-scale 
lathe, stone cutting equipment, and a new MECA Fab Lab.

My objectives were to be 
thrown into the depths of the 
metals industry. My internship 
gave me a sense of where I 
want to be in ten years. The 
work I did and the people I 
met gave me a lot of ideas 
about what I can do, and the 
kind of artist I want to be.

BETSY LEWIS ’16 • METALSMITHING &  
JEWELRY  • BOCA RATON, FL
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1  Betsy Lewis  2  Lori Crosby  3  Amanda Summers  
4-5  Mary Forst  6 Theresa Gannett  7  Shelby Goldsmith
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LEARN THE PROCESSES,
 TECHNIQUES, AND HISTORICAL 
 CONTEXT OF FURNITURE AND 

WOODWORKING.

Our accomplished faculty will push you to explore different approaches 
while imparting design principles ranging from basic to complex. You will 
learn all about the expressive nature of three-dimensional form and how 
to take an idea full circle from conception to completion.

At MECA, we encourage you to investigate a wide range of materials 
and processes, including wood in all forms and species, as well as 
casting in plastics, aluminum, bronze and steel; fabrication and welding; 
upholstery; and various fibers. The majority of materials and products 
used in MECA’s Woodworking & Furniture Design Program promote 
environmental sustainability.

Core coursework makes you responsible for obtaining and preparing 
your lumber or raw materials before getting creative with steaming, 
bending, planing, and joinery, using both hand tools and specialized 
machinery. Our curriculum focuses on a balance between traditional 
and contemporary approaches.

The knowledge and connections you make here will prepare you for a 
career in wood design and craftsmanship as part of the next generation 
of talented New England-trained artists.

Discover a practice steeped in New England 
history—transforming Maine-grown timber  

and other raw materials into functional artwork.

WOODWORKING
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Michelle Cody ‘16



ENJOY ACCESS TO EXCEPTIONAL TOOLS, 
EQUIPMENT, MATERIALS, AND EXPERTISE:

1  Avery Birmingham 2  Hannah Howard
3  Elana Sternick 4  Joseph Lendway 
5  Jenna Castillo 6  Forest Gagne

I often remind my students that the 
studio is the safest place to fail, and it  
is through our failures that we realize  
the possibility of creating truly great 
work. Problem-solving within the studio 
environment is a physical activity; thus I 
encourage my students to keep making 
and keep trying in pursuit of successful 
works of art.

NIKKI FARRAND RAYBURN ’11 • ASSISTANT PROFESSOR 
IN WOODWORKING & FURNITURE DESIGN & EXHIBITIONS 
COORDINATOR
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+  Two SawStop table saws

+  Powermatic panel saw

+  ShopBot CNC router

+  Two MiniMax bandsaws

+  Delta bandsaw

+  SCMI planer  

+  SCMI thickness sander

+  Steam bending station

+   Festool systems (sanding/  
 cutting tools and vacuums)

+   High-quality wooden     
 workbenches

+  16” MiniMax jointer  

+  8” Delta jointer

+  Router table

+  Drill press

+  Laguna horizontal mortiser

+  Delta disc sanders

+   Wide range of highest quality 
 traditional hand tools

+   24/7 access to individual   
 major’s studio space  
 and bench

1

2

3

4

5

6



EXPRESS YOUR  
PERSONAL STYLE.  
STUDY TEXTILES  
AND FASHION AS  

THE CONTEMPORARY 
RESPONSE.

The only program of its kind in America, Textile & Fashion Design 
at MECA imparts a deep understanding of the design and 
fabrication of textiles, extensive study of the field of apparel, and 
exploration of creative expression through the omnipresent 
medium of fashion.

Receive specialized instruction from top industry professionals, 
contemporary designers, and textile artists while becoming familiar 
with the vocabulary of technique, material, color, pattern, texture, 
form, and silhouette.

Delve into material exploration, surface design, machine knitting, 
fabric manipulation and embellishment, silk screen printing, pattern 
drafting and draping, garment construction, and concept 
development. 

Textile & Fashion Design students at MECA are engaged in the 
process of designing collections, building portfolios, and preparing 
for the future through internships, sponsored studios, and guided 
entrepreneurship.

Acquire the skills and experience  
to become a confident textile and  

fashion designer. 

TEXTILE  
& FASHION  

DESIGN
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MECA’s annual Runway Fashion Show features work by majors in the Textile & Fashion Design Program. Photo by: Robert Kirvicich



1

Textile practices are flourishing in Maine right 
now and attracting attention worldwide for 
great design, use of beautiful local materials, 
and conscientious making practices that  
reflect the local/global movement the world is 
embracing. It’s the perfect moment for Textile 
& Fashion Design at MECA as our students 
respond to the traditional, innovative, edgy, 
independent, practical, and creative spirit of 
this special place.

ANNE EMLEIN  •  CHAIR & ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF TEXTILE  
& FASHION DESIGN

ACCESS TO MATERIALS,  
RESOURCES, AND EQUIPMENT:

+  Industrial sewing machines

+  Knitting machines

+  Print facilities 

+  Industry dress forms

+  Weaving looms

1 Kelsey Haley  2 Justin Desper
3 Allison Bonin 4 Timeiqua Nixon
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MECA is a small community, and what makes  
it a very special small community is those 
authentic relationships between faculty  
and staff and students.

CHLOE HORIE ’15, MAT ‘16  •  DIGITAL MEDIA AND MAT  •  PORTLAND, ME



      MUSIC

The Bob Crewe Program in Art and Music, newly added in 2015, 
enables students to explore the deep relationship between art 
and music. Funded through a $3 million bequest from the Bob 
Crewe Foundation, this program is fundamentally embedded  
in MECA’s art and design program and boasts a state-of-the-art 
recording studio, practice rooms, and a dedicated classroom.

The goals of the program are to foster experimentation in art 
and music, to support significant contributions to popular  
musical expression, and to do both in a way that encourages 
interdisciplinarity. The program, working in tandem with MECA’s 
rigorous visual arts offerings, will prepare students to cross 
traditional boundaries as musicians, performers, sound artists, 
artists, and thinkers.

1

      PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT
Public Engagement propels students into real-world situations 
that tap their creative potential.

The Public Engagement Minor is a four-year curricular pathway 
that integrates art, real-world problems, and community partners 
into its teaching curriculum. Students work with community 
partners to solve and address real, complex problems in our 
project- and problem-based courses. Utilizing project planning 
and best practice collaborative models, our students take action 
as citizens, artists, and designers.

The minor supports the ongoing effort to raise critical rigor and 
engagement of the student body while fostering interdisciplinary 
collaborations among students, the institution, and community 
partners. For graduates, professional and interpersonal skills 
seamlessly flow from work in MECA to work out in the world as 
creative and social agents. One of the first programs of its kind 
in an art school, this interdisciplinary curriculum has been part of 
our pedagogy for more than 25 years. Together, we learn and 
apply the skills of co-creating, designing, building, and activating 
our world to make it better for all.

2

       ART HISTORY

The Art History Minor enhances a student’s ability to succeed in 
their studio major by sharpening their critical thinking skills and 
expanding their knowledge of the art historical precedents that 
inform their practice. In addition to being a natural complement  
to studio practice, the Art History Minor allows students to hone 
their research and writing skills.  

Some students who have completed the Art History Minor have 
gone on to pursue graduate work in curatorial studies, art history, 
and MFA studio programs. Others have found that the academic 
rigor of the Art History Minor has expanded their employment 
opportunities after graduating from MECA.

3

       DRAWING

The Drawing Minor was designed to recognize students who 
have invested significant time and energy in the practice  
of drawing, which serves as a foundation for all forms of art  
practice. Flexible enough to allow students in all artistic 
disciplines to enjoy a cumulative and substantial experience, 
the Drawing Minor can be tailored to major areas of interest.

The capstone experience requires you to use drawing in a self- 
directed way, so that you fully understand how you might use 
drawing as a tool in your work.

4

       WRITING

This 18-credit Writing Minor, which comprises a diverse range 
of creative and expository writing courses, allows students to 
further enrich their artistic journey while developing exceptional 
communication and deep reading skills. In the Writing Workshop, 
which is the capstone experience, students complete a peer- 
edited personal writing project—novel, graphic novel, poetry 
compilation, screenplay, memoir, or essay—with the goal of 
publication.

5

MINORS
Do you want to gain an advantage in a niche 
field? Demonstrate your passion in a discipline 
you intend to incorporate into your art, career, 
and life? 

A minor in Music, Public Engagement, Art History, Drawing, 
or Writing is a great way to expand your MECA experience. 
And with just a little planning, you can embed it in your 
course of study.
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TEACH WHAT 
YOU LOVE.

 MASTER OF ARTS IN TEACHING

Start here. Go anywhere. MECA’s 10-month Master of 
Arts in Teaching (MAT) Program prepares artists to 
become effective art educators who learn to translate 
their unique qualities into creative teaching practices.

The MAT Program blends theory with practical, action-based learning  
in hands-on settings that enrich both creativity and critical thinking.  
Fieldwork and community engagement are essential components of  
the program. Like most students at MECA, the MAT candidates can be 
seen working in a variety of settings across the Greater Portland area, 
including schools, museums, and community-based learning centers.

While in the program, you will apply your artistic creativity to inspire 
PK-12 students; continue your work as an artist; acquire the skills and 
disposition needed to form your own educational philosophy so that 
you can be successful working with a culturally and economically 
diverse group of students; and work with children and youth in alternative 
settings such as The Telling Room, LearningWorks, The Barbara Bush 
Children’s Hospital at Maine Medical Center, SPACE Gallery, the Institute 
for Contemporary Art, and the Portland Museum of Art. Request more 
info: ARTED@MECA.EDU • 800.699.1509

        TEN MONTHS TO TEACHING

AUGUST INTENSIVE

+  The Artist as Educator Experience

+  Creativity and Cognition in the Arts

+  Frameworks for Teaching and Learning  
    in Multicultural Environments

FALL

+  Exceptionality in the Art Classroom

+  Alternative Settings for Art Education

+  The Artist as Educator Experience: Art Studio

+  PK-8 Curriculum Design, Development, 
    and Assessment

+  High School Curriculum Design, Development,   
    and Assessment

SPRING

+  PK-8 Student Teaching

+  High School Student Teaching

+  Professional Practices Seminar

“As part of my first teaching job all faculty members 
were required to take workshops in scientific inquiry 
and investigation. Because at MECA we talked about 
inquiry, project-based learning, and the incorporation 
of interdisciplinary knowledge, I was definitely ahead 
of the game and was able to very quickly validate my 
place at the table.

I recently got a new full-time position at a middle 
school in Southbury, Connecticut, teaching sculpture 
and graphic design. Thank you both once again.  
Were it not for you two, I would not be where I am.”

DEBRA SCHAEFFER MAT ’15  •  MIDDLE SCHOOL TEACHER  •  SOUTHBURY, CT

95%  

JOB PLACEMENT

All 2015 graduates were offered full-time, 
permanent positions in their chosen fields, 
working in PK-12 schools in Maine, New 
Jersey, and Connecticut as well as Ghana  
in West Africa. In 2016, 90% of graduates 
were offered jobs by August.

“The success rate of our graduating classes 
reflects the quality of educational programming 
found here at MECA, and also the caliber of 
students who choose to attend MECA. Upon 
completion of the program, graduates are  
highly qualified to seek teaching opportunities 
in a variety of settings.”

FERN TAVALIN • MAT PROFESSOR • 
PROGRAM CHAIR
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VISIT MECA.EDU/MAT FOR MORE INFORMATION.



MASTER OF 
FINE ARTS
IN STUDIO ART

Our studio-focused program is taught by renowned faculty, 
seasonal visiting artists and carefully selected graduate 
advisors, to emphasize the intersection of studio production, 
individual research, and critical analysis. From the very 
beginning of the first eight-week summer intensive, students  
will experience a truly individualized education that focuses  
on developing engaged, inventive, and skilled makers in the 
world and in their own communities—wherever that may be. 

To request information about the application process or MECA’s 
full-tuition MFA scholarship: MFA@MECA.EDU •  800.699.1509

Whether you want to exhibit and lecture about 
your work, teach, write a book, or create an 
artist-run collective, MECA’s Master of Fine Arts 
Program encourages students to think across 
traditional academic boundaries and challenge 
their art practice and intellectual curiosity. 
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“I am a painter who is currently using 
traditional methods of oil on panel to 
explore themes of contemporary life, 
memory, and the formal properties  
of paint.”

TESSA GREENE O’BRIEN MFA ’16 • PORTLAND, ME

Tessa Greene O’Brien is one of the co-founders  
of Portland Mural Initiative, which aims to bring 
contemporary art into the public spaces of  
Portland and its surrounding area by working with 
emerging and established artists who have a  
strong connection to Maine to create innovative  
murals and architectural interventions.

1  Benjamin Spalding  2  Annika Earley  3 Tessa Greene O’Brien 
4  MFA trip to the Venice Biennale

1

2

3 4
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Work, critique, and network with artists from 
around the world. The Master of Fine Arts 
Program encourages students to think 
across traditional boundaries and challenge 
their art practice and intellectual curiosity.

Choose our full residency path to base your studio 
here in Portland, or our low residency path, which  
enables you to live and work anywhere in the world.

VISIT MECA.EDU/MFA FOR MORE INFORMATION.



THE SALT LEGACY

Since 1973, the Salt Institute for Documentary 
Studies has taught students from all over  
the United States and around the world to 
become truthful, thorough, creative, and 
responsible storytellers and documentarians. 
The Salt Institute consists of the Salt 
Graduate Certificate in Documentary Studies, 
the Salt Story Archive, and a variety of week-
long intensive documentary workshops. 

SALT ALUMNI 

WHERE THEY WORK

Associated Press, National Public Radio, Utne Reader, Newsweek, US 
News & World Report, National Geographic, The New York Times, The 
Washington Post, StoryCorps, PDN, RadioLab, This American Life,  
Studio 360, The New Yorker, The Moth, Third Coast, Time, WBUR

WHERE THEY LIVE

New York, California, Alaska, Hawaii, United Kingdom, Australia,  
Japan, Nepal, Canada, Denmark, Germany

WHO THEY ARE

+  Jessica Alpert, Modern Love Podcast, WBUR
+  Morrigan McCarthy, Photo Editor, The New York Times
+  Gregory Warner, International Correspondent, National Public Radio
+  Zoe Chace, Producer, This American Life, National Public Radio
+  Trevor Brown Jr, Freelance Photographer,  former Team Photographer  
    for the Denver Broncos  and Colorado Rockies
+  David Y. Lee, former Photographer, Time, Newsweek, The White House 
+  Matt Kielty, Radiolab, WNYC Radio
+  Rehman Tungekar, Producer, Wisconsin Public Radio
+  Krista Mahr, former South Asia Bureau Chief for Time; freelance writer,  
    Johannesburg, South Africa
+  Diane Cook, Author, Man V. Nature
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GRADUATE CERTIFICATE  

 IN DOCUMENTARY
 STUDIES

“Fifteen weeks at Salt rearranged  
80% of my brain. The person I was 
when I arrived at Salt was not the 
person I was when I left. I walked  
away with more skills, ideas, and 
confidence than I could’ve ever 
imagined.”
PAULA MAURO • SALT RADIO ALUM • CHICAGO, IL

RADIO  
STORYTELLING

PHOTOGRAPHY

WRITING

SHORT  
DOCUMENTARY FILM

Salt at MECA

The Salt Graduate Certificate in Documentary Studies is a unique 
one-semester program focused on documentary storytelling. Students 
choose either one or two tracks in Radio, Short Film, Photography 
and Writing. Motivated individuals from all walks of life study in 
Salt’s intensive 15-week program.

Learn all about the world of documentary storytelling and how to 
navigate it. Take the time to critically examine your work and the 
work of classmates in a collaborative peer environment. Bring your 
passion, your ideas, your fears, your unfinished projects. Leave with 
a professional quality body of beautifully crafted, in-depth stories. 

THE SALT STORY ARCHIVE

The Salt Story Archive is a repository of all 
Salt stories and publications collected since 
Salt’s inception. Take a look around and you’ll 
find yourself jumping from a tale of lobstering 
in the ‘70s to a story exploring the lives of new 
immigrants looking to call Maine home. You’ll 
discover work documenting everything from 
the back-to-the-land movement, rural poverty, 
boatbuilders, hunting, and migrant farmers, 
to gender diversity, cold-case crimes, and 
alleged alien abductions. saltstoryarchive.com

1  Andrew Propp  2  Tommy Galloway  3  Alana Kansaku-Sarmiento  4  Yevonnie Lowe  5  SALT student at work

1

2 3 4

5

VISIT MECA.EDU/SALT FOR MORE INFORMATION.



PRE-COLLEGE
Full-time MECA students are able to take one Continuing 
Studies course each semester tuition-free. Some 
restrictions may apply.

CS faculty are a combination of practicing artists active 
in the community, alumni of the College, and professors  
in the BFA and MFA Programs, who are committed to 
providing an enriching education in an intimate learning 
environment for students at all levels of experience.

ADULT + YOUTH PROGRAMS

CREATIVE PROFESSIONAL PROGRAMS
A variety of courses support professional development at all career 
stages. Faculty members bring real-world experience into our studios. 
Learn the basics of design software, experience an intensive critique, 
or get the practical, personalized information you need to grow a 
small business.

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT FOR ART 
EDUCATORS
Courses, workshops, and weeklong intensives provide opportunities 
for art educators to reinvigorate creative and artistic skills to bring back 
to the classroom. Art teachers are also eligible for a special CS discount.

NON-DEGREE PROGRAM
We serve individuals not currently seeking a Bachelor of Fine Arts 
degree who wish to further their education in the arts, liberal arts, or 
art history by taking courses in MECA’s BFA Program. Students in the 
non-degree program accumulate college credit for the courses in 
which they are enrolled.

YOUTH PROGRAMS
The arts foster creativity and imagination in young people while also 
helping to develop cognitive skills and problem-solving abilities. An 
arts education is essential for building innovative thinkers of tomorrow.

Our youth curriculum is broken into three age groups: 8-10 years old, 
11-13 years old, and 14-17 years old. The youngest group focuses on 
art exploration and an introduction to materials and basic techniques.  
The 11-13 year-olds continue to investigate materials, develop their 
skills and expand their knowledge of problem-solving. The 14-17 
year-olds focus on advancing skills and techniques to best support 
their individual voices.

Discover your future as an artist or entrepreneur. A three- 
week immersion experience, Pre-College is the first step to 
finding creative freedom while living like a college student.

The residential Pre-College Program provides high school students 
with the skills to embark on a rigorous study of the arts. This program 
is open to students who have completed their sophomore, junior, or 
senior year of high school.

Customize your own individual Pre-College Program by choosing 
two majors from Illustration, Photography, Painting, Music, Textile  
& Fashion Design, Woodworking & Furniture Design, Jewelry & 
Metalsmithing, Ceramics, and Printmaking. All students participate 
in a study of Life Drawing over the three-week period.

VISIT MECA.EDU/CS FOR MORE INFORMATION.

FIND YOUR FUTURE

Pre-College faculty members include dedicated professionals 
who are practicing studio artists, instructors at MECA, and faculty 
from other institutions across the nation. The education and 
experience of MECA’s instructors reflect the College’s national 
reputation, its dedication to a solid studio foundation, and the 
strength of its studio majors.

We offer a merit scholarship of $1,500 to all Pre-College 
participants who are accepted into MECA’s BFA program. All  
Pre-College students are invited to participate in the Pre-College 
Portfolio Day, which is held during the last week of the program. 
Recent high school or personal work may be included. In addition, 
all participants will receive an application fee waiver to MECA’s 
BFA Program.

CONTINUING STUDIES
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Anchored in the historic five-floor Porteous 
Building in the heart of downtown Portland’s 
vibrant Arts District, the MECA community 
thrives within 200,000 square feet of studio 
facilities, academic classrooms, computer  
labs, and administrative services.

Every BFA major has 24/7 access to individual 
studio space and/or specialized labs.

DINING: MADE TO ORDER

Our MECA Cafe offers versatile space for students to 
enjoy meals, hang out, and make themselves at home. 
Our dedicated kitchen staff use the freshest local 
ingredients and are always willing to customize a meal  
to suit your tastes and dietary preferences.

TECHNOLOGY FOR MAKERS AND CREATORS

MECA students enjoy high-speed Wi-Fi throughout the 
entire campus. Tech support is available to help out  
with any needs, from software installation to computer 
diagnostic issues. Access to color printing, large-format 
color printing, CNC routers, 3D printers, and other 
technologies supports the creative process.

THE PORTEOUS
BUILDING

 96 THE PORTEOUS BUILDING



      STUDENT EXHIBITIONS

Exhibitions are a fundamental part of the educational experience of 
every student at MECA.  
 While at MECA, students have a variety of ongoing opportunities to 
exhibit work on the walls of the six floors of the Porteous Building and 
exhibition and curatorial experimentation is a required component 
of the BFA and MFA programs. Exhibitions also spawn some of the 
most important discussions at the College regarding freedom of 
expression, our civic responsibility as artists, censorship, and cultural 
appropriation. They are also a means of learning how to curate and 
how one’s work changes visually in relation to different spaces.

Three formal College-wide exhibitions are planned annually for the 
BFA program: the BFA Exhibition (open to all students in any grade); 
the Merit Scholarship Competition (open to students who meet the 
3.0 minimum GPA requirement and are majoring in the following 
academic year); and the Senior Thesis Exhibition and Index Show.

LIBRARY AT A GLANCE:

+   One of the largest independent libraries in Northern New England with over  
 40,000 volumes

+   Unique and extensive materials in the art and design fields

+   Growing collection of artist books and zines

+   Special collection of 19th/20th century rare and historical publications 

+   A major art research resource for the region

+   Online art and design resources, including digital image collections and  
 full-text articles

+   Reciprocal borrowing privileges through GPACU (Greater Portland Alliance of  
 Colleges and Universities) libraries and through the state-wide library consortium 

+   The Portland Museum of Art donated their complete library of over 5,000 items  
  to the Joanne Waxman Library in 2013

Natural light bathes reading and study areas. Enormous Chicago- 
style windows and restored ceilings overlook Portland’s bustling 
Congress Street. A variety of study environments accommodate  
many different learning styles. Wireless Internet access keeps  
you connected. Tables and carrels, designed and built by Jamie 
Johnston, former faculty member and founder of Maine College  
of Art’s Woodworking & Furniture Design Program, provide study,  
meeting, and class space to suit all user needs. At MECA’s library,  
form meets function, beautifully.

WHERE THE CLASSROOM AND 
STUDIO CONVERGE

ICA

JOANNE
WAXMAN
LIBRARY

& STUDENT EXHIBITIONS

INSTITUTE OF
CONTEMPORARY ART

      INSTITUTE OF CONTEMPORARY ART

The Institute of Contemporary Art (ICA) at MECA features innovative 
exhibitions and public programs that showcase new perspectives 
and trends in contemporary art. A lively schedule of programming 
includes lectures, workshops, performances, pop-up shows, special 
events and other interventions that are free and open to the public.

This exquisite space is where gallery, classroom, workplace, and 
studio often intersect. Located in stunning galleries in our landmark 
Porteous Building, the ICA at MECA presents innovative 
contemporary work by local, national, and international artists.

A unique resource to the MECA community, the ICA offers insight into 
the practices of the professional field and firsthand experiences with 
renowned visiting artists. Internships and work-study positions are 
also available, providing hands-on museum experiences ranging from 
the research and curatorial development of exhibitions to gallery 
management.

1 “Ann Hirsh: Sharing Love” July 1 - August 12, 2016   2  “Tinderbox” January 11 - March 5, 2016. Artwork by Trina May Smith  3  “In This Realm” October 6-24, 2016, 2016. Artwork by Jung Hur

1 

2 3



FIND YOURSELF AT MECA.
CREATE YOUR OWN ADVENTURES.

       TAKE A STROLL

+   First Friday Art Walk

+   Eastern & Western Promenades 

+   Scenic Back Cove

+   Soak in the waterfront and  
 historic Old Port

+   Beaches and lighthouses galore

       BE ENTERTAINED

+   $5 Tuesdays, Nickelodeon Theater

+   SPACE Gallery

+   Local film festivals

+  HOME (House of Music & Entertainment)

+  Blue

+  Congress Square Park performances

+   State Theatre

+  One Longfellow Square

+   Port City Music Hall

+   Portland Stage Company

+   Merrill Auditorium

EAT, DRINK, AND  
BE MERRY

+  Visit a nearby coffee or tea shop, such  
    as Arabica, Bard, Coffee By Design,   
    Dobra Tea, Speckled Ax, and many more! 

+   Marcy’s Diner

+   Mr. Bagel

+   Portland Public Market

+   Otto’s Pizza

+   Hundreds of incredible restaurants,  
 most within walking distance

CREATE YOUR OWN 
ADVENTURE

+   Take the sunrise ferry to Peaks Island

+   Stargaze at the Observatory

+  Check out a show at Portland Stage  
    Company

+  Visit the Portland Museum of Art often  
    (free for MECA students)

+  Relax in the garden at the Wadsworth- 
    Longfellow House

+   Surf Higgins Beach

+   Kayak off East End Beach

+   Catch a Portland Sea Dogs game

+   Bowl a string at Bayside Bowl

+   Explore one of the Farmers’  
 Markets within walking distance  
 of campus

+   Get lost in the stacks at Longfellow Books,    
 the Portland Public Library, or any number    
 of used bookstores

EXTRA- AND  
CO-CURRICULAR  
OPPORTUNITIES

+  New Student Orientation

+  Visiting Artist Lectures

+  Selling your own work during a First  
    Friday Artwalk

+  Open Mic & Karaoke Nights

+  Movie Nights in Osher or at the  
    Nickelodeon

+  Hiking in Maine and New Hampshire

+  Yoga

+  Apple picking

+  MECA Family Weekend

+  MECA Film Fest (collaboration with 
    Digital Media)

+  Portland Community Resource Fair

+  Senior Week

+  BBQs

+  Community service opportunities

+  On-campus dances

+  Portland Pirates hockey games

+  Pop-up photobooths

+  Super Bowl Party

EDUCATIONAL TOPICS 
ADDRESSED VIA  
ACTIVE AND PASSIVE 
PROGRAMMING 

+  Alcohol and Drug Abuse Prevention

+  Sexual Assault Prevention

+  Dating and Relationship Violence 
    Prevention

+  Living Off Campus

+  Multiculturalism and Diversity

+  Safer Sex

+  Personal Safety

+  Spirituality

+  Stress Relief and Wellness

+  Civic Engagement including Voter  
    Registration 

LEADERSHIP  
DEVELOPMENT  
POSITIONS

+  Student Voice Chairs

+  Sustainability Coordinators

+  Orientation Leaders

+  Resident Assistants (for the BFA years  
    and Pre-College)

+  Programming Assistants

+  Student Affairs Graduate Assistantship

+  Summer Orientation Assistant

+  Executive board positions in clubs and  
    organizations

MECA DISCOUNTS

+  Gym memberships 

+  METRO passes

+  Movie tickets

+  Special events at SPACE Gallery

+ Many businesses offer student discounts

CLUBS &  
ORGANIZATIONS

Students are always encouraged to form 
new groups:

+  Adventure Club (hiking)

+  Board Gamers

+  Contra Dance Club

+  Cosplay

+  Gender & Sexuality Club

+  MECA Faith (non-denominational  
    Christian group)

+  Roller Derby

+  Running Club

+  Ski and Snowboard Collective

+  Trash Talkers (environmental and  
    sustainability group)

+  Yoga

This is home. It’s where you will find a sense 
of camaraderie, mindfulness, and mutual 
respect. It’s where you will build friendships 
that last a lifetime.

You have chosen a way of life. Whether you want to be an artist, 
entrepreneur, designer, or craftsperson, a graphic designer, 
costume designer, multimedia artist, or furniture maker, we 
understand this is personal. Just as there’s no one quite like you, 
there’s no place quite like MECA, either. MECA helps you live, 
breathe, and dream true the things that mean the most to you.

From your first day of orientation, you will feel you’ve arrived. 
There’s a lot of talk out there in the world about community. We 
are community. We value individuals. Maybe that is one of the 
reasons why so many of our alumni choose to stay in Portland.

As part of the MECA immersion experience, all first-year students 
are required to live on campus in one of our four residence halls.* 
Many students choose to return to the residence halls year after 
year. Each one has its own character. Social, recreational, and 
educational events are student-driven. Gender-neutral housing is 
available in any residence hall by request.  

*Exceptions may be made for commuters and transfer students.

HOUSING AT MECA

Each of our four residence halls has its own character, and 
each is a tight-knit community. Choose from a lively social 
atmosphere of mostly first-year students in single and double 
rooms with shared bathrooms at Oak Street. Share an 
apartment at the somewhat more mellow Shepley. Or enjoy  
a great sense of independent living with the benefits of 
on-campus living by sharing a two- or three-person apartment 
in Miles Standish or 117 Lofts.

CAMPUS 
LIFE
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A VIBRANT AND  
SAFE COMMUNITY

24/7
The Office of Student Life provides education, 
advocacy, and support for students to promote 
their individual growth and development and  
to foster shared responsibility in creating a safe, 
healthy, sustainable, and inclusive campus 
community.  
 
The Student Life staff are dedicated to the holistic development and 
learning of MECA students. While enormous growth and learning 
happens inside the classroom and studio at MECA, we also know that 
significant learning and personal development occurs outside of the 
classroom as students become more independent, autonomous 
adults. MECA Student Life provides programs and services to help 
students understand themselves and their connection to others. 

Student Life’s functional areas include Counseling & Wellness, 
Disability Services, New Student Orientation, Residence Life and 
Housing, Student Activities and Leadership Development, and Student 
Conduct. Student Life assists students in crisis, helps students access 
health care for injuries and illness, and provides referrals to local 
health care providers. Two full-time Assistant Directors of Student  
Life live in the residence halls, and, along with the Director of Student 
Life, provide 24/7 phone coverage for student emergencies. In 
addition, 12 Resident Assistants (RAs) live on campus and each  
serves as a peer mentor, leader, and role model for 20-30 students. 
RAs plan activities for students, help students solve problems or 
conflicts, educate and enforce College policies, and serve on an on- 
call rotation from 9:30pm - 8:00am daily in case of an emergency. 

LEARNING STUDIO

Collaborative one-on-one sessions address writing, reading, 
and study skills to help you in your quest to become a better 
equipped lifelong learner. Enrich your studio practice through 
developing an artist’s statement, a grant proposal, or a 
residency application. We work with students at all levels and 
give you the tools to find your way or just kick it up a notch.

DISABILITY SERVICES & ACCOMMODATIONS 

Maine College of Art (MECA) is committed to providing equal 
access for students with disabilities. Under the provisions of  
the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 and its amendments, 
and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, MECA provides 
reasonable accommodations to qualified students with 
documented disabilities.  We encourage self-advocacy and  
early identification of need. Students can expect to work 
collaboratively with the Disability Services Coordinator to 
develop an individualized plan for specific accommodations. 

Students must contact the Disability Services Coordinator in 
order to initiate the process and make requests for 
accommodations. It is recommended that students seeking 
services contact the coordinator prior to or upon admission. 
The determination of disability-related accommodations and 
support services does not affect MECA’s admission process. 
The coordinator will guide students through the process and 
procedures to access services.  

Students can expect that some previous K-12 accommodations 
may not continue in the college setting and a student’s active 
role in the process of receiving accommodations becomes 
essential to accessing accommodations. As such, the Disability 

Services Coordinator strives to individually assess student 
needs and provide supportive strategies to gain self-advocacy 
skills and increase awareness of student responsibility.

MECA CAFE

There are a number of meal plans to best suit your needs, 
whether you are a freshman, commuter or occasional diner. The 
MECA Cafe offers part-time, and full-time student positions and 
is the largest employer of students on campus. It is a friendly 
place to meet others, offers healthy dining choices, and works 
diligently to support students with food allergies or special diet 
needs.

COUNSELING & WELLNESS

MECA licensed counselors are committed to assisting students 
achieve their personal and academic goals and to helping 
enhance their self-understanding. We provide students with 
support and encouragement in a nonjudgmental, caring setting. 
We can also assist with referrals to doctors, therapists, and 
other off-campus resources. Counseling is free, confidential, 
and available every weekday at MECA. 

ARTISTS AT WORK 

Artists at Work provides connections to internships, 
commissions, jobs, professional development opportunities, 
community partners, and residencies.

PHOTOBOOTH

Photobooth is a campus-wide resource through which you can 
get your work shot professionally in the lighting studio and be 
able to use the digital images to build your portfolio, promote 
yourself as a professional artist, and advance your career.

STUDENT
INVOLVEMENT STUDENT RESOURCES



 MECA IS COMMITTED  

to making our exceptional educational experience affordable.  
Welcoming students of all income levels is at the heart of who 
we are. When financial aid is factored in, many students are 
surprised to find that the cost of attending MECA is comparable 
to or less than that of a state school.

MECA’s Financial Aid staff is available to 
assist you with the application process. 
Email finaid@meca.edu or call 
1.800.639.4808 ext. 5074.

SCHOLARSHIP AND GRANT OPPORTUNITIES: 

+  MECA Merit Scholarships  

+  MECA Grants

+  Federal Pell Grants

+  Federal Supplemental Educational  
    Opportunity Grants

+  National Scholastic Art Award Scholarships

+  BFA/Merit Show Awards

+  MECA Endowed/Restricted Scholarships 

+  State Grants

 
TO APPLY FOR AID, INCLUDING LOANS: 

Free Application for Federal Student Aid  
Site at fafsa.ed.gov

(MECA’s FAFSA code is 011673)

For detailed info on how to finance your  
MECA education, visit meca.edu/finaid.

Financial aid programs and services assist students 
and families with paying for college. At Maine College 
of Art, 100% of our BFA degree students receive 
some type of financial assistance. Students at MECA 
receive more than $6 million annually in the form of 
scholarships, grants, loans, and job opportunities, 
including the Federal Work Study Program.

Consistent with our Artists at Work Program, MECA 
provides a variety of on-campus job opportunities as 
well as support to find off-campus employment.

100%  
OF OUR BFA STUDENTS 
RECEIVE SOME TYPE OF 
FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

$6 MILLION  
IN THE FORM  

OF SCHOLARSHIPS,  
GRANTS, LOANS, AND 
 JOB OPPORTUNITIES
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TAKE YOUR FIRST STEP TOWARD CREATIVE FREEDOM.

Maine College of Art welcomes the diversity and 
range of experiences that transfer students bring 
to our community. Members of our Admissions 
staff are available to meet with you to review your 
transcripts and determine how your previously 
earned credits may apply to MECA’s curricular 
requirements.

I came from a very large university and it just 
wasn’t for me. I’ve always loved Portland. It’s right 
by the ocean and there’s always something to 
do. I’m never bored here.
MELISSA BATTOE ’15  •  DIGITAL MEDIA  •  CAMBRIDGE, VT

TRANSFER SCHOLARSHIPS

MECA has scholarship funds designated specifically for 
transfer students. Admitted students are considered for 
scholarships ranging from $8,000 to $14,000 per year. 
These scholarships are renewable each year of enrollment 
provided the student maintains good academic standing. 
Applicants must complete all admission requirements prior 
to receiving a scholarship award.

APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS

In addition to the application requirements for the Bachelor 
of Fine Arts, transfer students (anyone who has previously 
enrolled at another college or university) must submit all 
transcripts for previous college or university attendance. 
This requirement includes colleges where you earned less 
than 3 credits or no credit at all (for example, you withdrew 
before completing coursework). Your application will also 
need to include your final high school transcript with your 
printed graduation date.

TRANSFER FROM A COMMUNITY COLLEGE

We can help you map out a clear path from a community 
college to MECA. Transfer evaluations are done on a 
case-by-case basis. MECA has existing articulation 
agreements with Southern Maine Community College, 
Great Bay Community College, and NHTI – Concord’s 
Community College. These articulation agreements allow 
for qualifying SMCC, GBCC, and NHTI students to 
seamlessly enter into MECA’s four-year BFA program in the 
junior year. We are pleased to work with students from 
other community colleges as well as facilitate a similar 
transfer of coursework and credits.

TRANSFER

STUDIO ART CENTERS  
INTERNATIONAL
(SACI) Florence, Italy
saci-fl orence.org

CORTONA, ITALY THROUGH  
THE UNIVERSITY OF GEORGIA
franklin.uga.edu/cortona/

BURREN COLLEGE OF ART
Burren, Ireland
Burrencollege.ie

Studying abroad can change your life. Unlike many 
other colleges, we don’t give you a choice of several 
international programs to consider—instead, we work 
with you to identify the right international experience 
for you, based on your professional and personal goals. 

Various options exist for international study. Recently 
students have studied at Burren College of Art in Ireland 
and the Studio Arts Centers International Program in 
Florence, Italy. MECA has pre-existing agreements with 
several international schools Including:

CHINA ACADEMY OF ART,  
The Province of Zhejiang,  
P.R. China

ACADEMY OF VISUAL ARTS, 
HONG KONG BAPTIST UNIVERSITY
Hong Kong
Ava.hkbu.edu.hk

PARIS COLLEGE OF ART
Paris, France
paris.edu

AICAD MOBILITY PROGRAM

MECA participates in the mobility program of the Association 
of Independent Colleges of Art and Design (AICAD). This 
program allows full-time MECA students to study for one 
semester of their junior year at one of the participating art and 
design colleges throughout the United States and Canada. 

It offers the experience and benefit of studying at a different 
school and living in a different geographic area with the ease 
of reciprocal credits. Note that the host school retains the 
right to accept or decline an application.

GREATER PORTLAND ALLIANCE OF COLLEGES 
AND UNIVERSITIES (GPACU)

Cross-registration at the five participating Greater Portland 
institutions, including the UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN MAINE 
and the UNIVERSITY OF NEW ENGLAND, expands the 
number and type of courses available to MECA students.

Contact MECA’s Registration and Academic Advising Office or your faculty mentor to help 
identify your ideal opportunities.

STUDY ABROAD
AND EXCHANGE OPPORTUNITIES

SHAPE YOUR IDEAL 
EXPERIENCE



 Find out more at meca.edu.

BACHELOR OF FINE ARTS

To apply for admission as a full- or part-time Bachelor of Fine Arts 
degree-seeking student, the following items must be submitted:

1. A completed application form.

2. A non-refundable $40 application fee ($60 for international applicants).

3. A personal statement: Why art? Why MECA? Please write a minimum of 
500 words answering these questions.

4. A portfolio of 15–20 pieces of recent artwork: three of these pieces 
need to be drawings from direct observation. Official portfolio reviews can 
be conducted in person during campus visits, Open Houses, Portfolio 
Days, and high school visits. Work can also be submitted digitally. Please 
visit our website for details.

5. Official high school transcript or official scored report of the General 
Equivalency Diploma (GED). A transcript will be considered official if it 
arrives at MECA in an envelope that is stamped and sealed by the issuing 
institution. The applicant can deliver their transcript as long as it is in an 
unopened envelope, and stamped and sealed by the issuing institution.

6. Official transcript from each college or university attended. We need 
transcripts from all colleges and universities attended, even if credit was 
not earned, in order to award you financial aid.

7. Two letters of recommendation, preferably from two of the following: art 
teacher, guidance counselor, current academic teacher, and/or employer.

8. SAT/ACT or other test scores are optional.

INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS

Maine College of Art welcomes applications from international students. If 
English is a second language, English proficiency exam results, such as the 
TOEFL or IELTS, are required. If your transcript is not from a school with an 
American grading system, you’ll need to have your transcript converted. Due 
to the time involved in fulfilling legal requirements, international applicants 
should begin the application process to MECA at least six months in advance 
of the planned entry date. Please see our website for additional application 
requirements. The non-refundable application fee for international students 
living in or outside the U.S. is $60 USD.

TRANSFER STUDENTS

Maine College of Art welcomes the diversity and range of experience 
that transfer students bring to our community, and we are committed to 
transferring as many of your previously earned credits as possible. 
Members of our Admissions staff are available to meet with you to 
review your transcripts and determine how your previously earned 
credits will apply to MECA’s curricular requirements. 

BFA APPLICATION DEADLINES

Maine College of Art has a priority deadline of March 1. MECA also 
recommends that each applicant complete the FAFSA application 
according to their guidelines by March 1.

DECEMBER 1

Early Action Deadline: Students who complete the application by this 
date will have a decision rendered before the new year.

MARCH 1

Students who complete the application, including all supporting 
materials, by this date are eligible to compete for our Full-Tuition 
Scholarship. This competition requires an extra essay, and this 
information can be found on our website.

MECA offers rolling admissions after March 1.

BEING ACCEPTED

Once your application is complete, you will receive an admissions 
decision within three weeks. Information about the next steps to take to 
enroll at MECA will be included with the offer of admission.

NON-DEGREE-SEEKING STUDENTS

Applicants not seeking a degree may apply for non-degree-seeking 
student status to participate in selected BFA courses. We consider 
placement of non-degree-seeking students after the degree-seeking 
students have been placed, usually not earlier than a month before  
the semester begins.

APPLY TO MECA
BFA ADMISSIONS
MECA’s community is as diverse and unique as each individual artist 
within it, and each new student adds immeasurably to the vibrancy of our 
community. Applications are evaluated individually, with consideration 
given to the strength of the portfolio and academic achievement.

Any student graduating from high school or earning the equivalency 
(GED or HiSET) may apply for admission to our Bachelor of Fine Arts 
Program. If you are currently enrolled at another college, are not 

presently in school, or are working full-time, you are welcome to apply  
as well. We invite applications from students who will contribute to the 
diversity of our student body, including traditional high school applicants, 
transfers, non-traditional and international students, and veterans. 
Applicants not seeking a BFA degree may apply for non-degree student 
status. Each applicant is considered for merit-based scholarships upon 
acceptance into the College.

1. A completed application form

2. A non-refundable $40 application fee 
    ($60 for international applicants)

APPLICATION PROCESS

3. Personal statement: Why art? Why MECA?

4. Portfolio of 15–20 pieces

5. Official high school transcript or GED

APPLICATION CHECKLIST

6. Official transcript from each college/university attended

7. Two letters of recommendation

8. Optional: SAT/ACT scores


