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Laura Freid, Ed. D., will lead MECA through our next phase of growth as the 18th president
of our 135-year-old institution. Freid comes to MECA as a passionate and proven advocate
for the arts and education, most recently serving in partnership with internationally acclaimed
cellist Yo-Yo Ma, as CEO and Executive Director of Silk Road, a global cultural arts organization
based at Harvard University. Her prior leadership experience includes serving as Executive
Vice President for Public Affairs and University Relations at Brown University and Chief
Communications Officer at Harvard University where she was publisher of Harvard
Magazine. Freid will take office on or before July 1, 2017.
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In the fall of 2016, MECA received the Economic Achievement Award from the Portland
Development Council. The Council was recognizing the impact of the investment that
the College made beginning in the early 1990s when it moved into the vacant five-story
building on Congress Street — the former Porteous, Mitchell & Braun Department Store.
It was a bold move at the time, for then President Roger Gilmore and the school’s trustees,
to believe in our capacity to grow and thrive. I’m told that some of the trustees even took
out second mortgages to help support the effort.

I think it’s that same sense of possibility that will carry us it into the future. This has been
a year of significant transition for MECA, and a moment when it’s important to remember
all of those who have guided the College in its evolution, for where would we be without
them? But it’s equally important to remember that evolution means that we are alive and
changing and becoming what we need to be. The trustees have selected Dr. Laura Freid
to lead the College on its continuing journey. Having spent this year helping to guide the
school, I can attest that MECA is a dynamic and creative institution that many care deeply
about. It is poised and ready for its next iteration.

Debbie Reed, chair of the MECA Board of Trustees, described Freid as “an exceptional
leader who understands MECA’s mission and the importance of creativity.” According to
Reed, “From the moment we met Laura, we were interested in learning more about her
demonstrated track record of engaging multiple constituencies while serving in senior
leadership roles at multiple institutions.”

We encourage you to submit news, feedback, alumni class notes, and story ideas for
consideration to news@meca.edu.

Dear Students, Alumni, Family, and Friends,

Now, 24 years later, it may seem that MECA has always been here, lighting up Congress
Street with creativity, but it wasn’t. To have made that decision took vision and courage,
a willingness to go into unknown territory, and some tolerance for risk, too. It’s not that
different from the journey of art-making. The College could make that leap because it
was open to possibility; it could ask the questions that led it, literally and figuratively, to
a new place.

MECA’s presidential search process began in August 2016 and was led by Brian Wilk ’95,
incoming chair of MECA’s Board of Trustees and Vice President at Hasbro Toys. “It was
clear to the entire search committee that we needed someone who has the skills, experience,
and appetite to continue building our mission of educating artists for life while expanding
our reputation as an international destination for world-class arts education,” Brian said.
After carefully considering an impressively deep pool of seasoned candidates from all
over the world, our search committee unanimously agreed that Dr. Laura Freid was the
right person to guide MECA through our next critical period of growth.”

“I am grateful for the dynamic leadership that has guided MECA to date and to the entire
College community and the city of Portland for creating such an exciting American center
for the arts, culture and entrepreneurship,” Freid said. “In times as rife with international,
political, and economic tensions as we are experiencing today, I believe investing in the
arts has never been more imperative. Art gives us meaning and identity, helping us reflect
on and shape our lives; it is fundamental to our well-being. That is why I believe providing
artists with the education they need to succeed is such a critical and vital mission.”

Photo by Christina Wnek, courtesy of Maine Home + Design.
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by annie wadleigh

what is the role of the artist in
today's society? what is the value
of an education in the arts?
Artists affect every aspect of our lives in ways we
may not even realize and often take for granted.
From iPods to wallpaper, behind the scene and in
front of it, they interpret, reflect, and change how
we perceive our world. Though the venues, tools,
media, and opportunities have changed, artists
have always been as vital to our survival as farmers,
doctors, and scientists.
Ever since the first cave painters, artists have been the
vanguards of profound change. Inquisitive problem solvers
who can’t help but influence those around them, they reflect a
long and rich tradition of impacting their communities, locally
and globally. Artists have inspired people to travel west (Albert
Bierstadt), protest war (Leon Golub), and turn the spotlight
onto national tragedy (Dorothea Lange). Artists not only make
the world a more beautiful and interesting place, but they
serve as the barometers of our social and cultural well-being.
The rise of technology has allowed today’s artists to reach,
respond, and react, changing the landscape of society and
culture in ways that artists from previous centuries could never
have imagined. Art shapes opinions and creates experience not
limited by space or time and it is always reinventing itself.
MECA is proud to continue this legacy through our mission
to educate artists for life. Whether a student wants to become
a studio painter or a mobile app designer, MECA provides
the facilities and facilitation to pursue whatever career path
they choose to fulfill their creative, personal, or professional
vision. MECA’s unique Artists at Work program pairs MECA

students with community organizations and facilitates a
wide range of professional opportunities, from internships
to residencies, from the studio to the gallery and beyond. In
this issue we offer you many glimpses into the hearts, minds,
and careers of an array of working artists because, at MECA,
becoming an artist is not just a philosophy, it is a way of life.

In this issue we offer you many
glimpses into the hearts, minds,
and careers of an array of working
artists because, at Maine College
of Art, becoming an artist is not
just a philosophy, it is a way of life.

MECA continuously provides our students with opportunities
to collaborate on “real world” projects. Joshua Reiman,
Assistant Professor of the MFA in Studio Art and Sculpture,
is assisting selected MECA Sculpture majors to help build
projects for the new Children’s Area being developed
at Tidewater Farm in Falmouth, Maine, managed by the
University of Maine Cooperative Extension. MECA students
will help to create a “Web of Life” sculpture that will serve as
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a focal point; design and build a frame for an insect “hotel”; and hold
a workshop to help volunteers assemble the structure, which will
include salvaged materials to make nesting sites for native bees and
other creatures. Students in MECA’s Graphic Design class Emotional
Branding, taught by Adjunct Instructor Drew Hodges, were tasked
with designing a poster for the 2017 TD Beach to Beacon 10K Road
Race. Sponsored by TD Bank, the 10-kilometer (6.2 mile) competition
takes place in August along the coastline of Cape Elizabeth, Maine.
Starting out as a local event founded by Maine Olympic marathon
winner Joan Benoit Samuelson, the race has grown to include
athletes from all over the world. Kirk Simpson ’18 was selected to
design the final poster.
Our alumni continue to raise the bar and push the boundaries of the
ways artists do business. The Hired Wrights is a collective of artists
who offer services encompassing illustration, graphic design, printing,
woodworking, sculpture, bookbinding, and more. Co-founded by
graphic designer Hugh McCormick ’15, the collective is especially
situated to work on projects that require more than one skill and the
ability to tap many resources. The business includes fellow MECA
alumni Johnny Dickinson ’14 (woodworking), Forest Gagne ’14 (woodworking), Anna Taylor ’14 (graphic design and illustration), Liz Long ’14
(illustration), Brady Price ’14 (printmaking and illustration), Nick Gonthier ’15
(illustration and sculpture), Kate Harnden ’15 (fiber arts), Emma McCabe ’15
(illustration and bookbinding), Kara Munro ’15 (illustration), John
Novak ’15 (graphic and exhibition design), Joe Lendway ’15 (woodworking), and Taylor Mirabito ’16 (illustration). Their products, logos,
and designs can be seen all around Portland, Maine, and beyond.
William Rand ’78 is an example of someone who has enjoyed a
luminous career as a full-time studio artist whose work has been
exhibited and collected internationally. In New York City he collaborated
with members of Andy Warhol’s Factory, then lived in Spain for 10
years, and recently moved back to Maine. He was interviewed for The
Brezinski Project, a documentary film about artist Edward Brezinski

REENIE CHARRIERE MFA '09, Waterfall/Column (detail), saltwater, Ziploc baggies, collected
plastic shards, 2011.

ELLEN BABCOCK '84, Banners

and the 1980's New York art world opening in New York City at MOMA
in the fall of 2017. He is working on two books: a 40-year survey
of his paintings in Maine, New York, and Spain, being designed by
Brad Woodworth ’78; and a book about the notorious poet and art
critic Rene Richard. During a recent visit to MECA, when asked if
the school had become unrecognizable to him, he commented that
though the facilities had grown, “the essence is still the same.”
Now more than ever, we count on artists to shed new light on historical
and social movements. New Mexico artist Ellen Babcock ’84 was the
lead artist behind the All Hands On banner project, which included
a parade and exhibition on Labor Day in 2016, in Portland, Maine.
The 15 banners that launched the parade were unified by an artistic
vision that drew on a history of processions and banners specific
to Portland and included phrases from 19th century labor banners
as well as collaborative designs. Rob Licht ’84 recently completed
work on the Civil War Nurses Memorial sculpture, four powder-coated
steel silhouettes of Civil War nurses installed on the Tompkins Cortland
Community College campus in Dryden, New York.
The work of MECA artists resonates on national and international
levels and ranges from the personal to the political, often combining
the two. Desiree Duell ’07 is a mother, community artist, and activist
based in Flint, Michigan, where she developed the concept for a
community-led Public Arts Authority that was adopted into the Imagine
Flint Master Plan. As an artist and activist during the Flint Water Crisis, she
received funding from the Ruth Mott Foundation and Greater Flint Arts
Council for her project “A Body of Water,” which traveled throughout Flint
as an alternative platform for residents to express their concerns. Reenie
Charriere MFA ’09 uses photography, drawing, and sculptural installation
to address environmental issues that encourage viewers to actively
consider the consequences of their actions. “My work is motivated by
the drama of landscapes and waterways, urban and rural,” she says. She
recently created the waterfall installation Splash, using recycled plastic
shards and 160 plastic bags filled with water collected from the Okojobi

region in northwest Iowa as part of Water Our World, an exhibition
in Iowa that addressed the condition of our waters.
Gina Adams ’02 creates art that is deeply inspired by her Native
American Ojibwa grandfather. Her hybrid artwork has recently
found expression in a series of quilts that excerpt broken treaties
made between the United States and Native American tribes
that were not honored by the U.S. government. The renowned
art critic Lucy Lippard wrote the introduction for her traveling
exhibit Its Honor is Here Pledged: Broken Treaty Quilts when
it was shown at the Nerman Museum of Contemporary Art in

"There have been several times in my
career when others find themselves
‘stuck’ because their way of doing things
has hit an apparent brick wall, but I am
able to look at it in multiple ways and
brainstorm a solution that often works.”
–Dan Gillotte '93
Overland Park, KS. Ebenezer Akakpo ’01 has been utilizing
his talent to raise money to help others. Part of the proceeds
from his jewelry and metalwork have helped to fund a water
purification project in Ghana as well as a nonprofit that
supports economic independence for women in Zambia.
You can’t pigeonhole an artist or predict the many successful
career paths their journey may take. Dan Gillotte ’93, chief
executive grocer of the Wheatsville Food Co-op, a $35 million

grocery business, said in an interview with MECA, “I always
tell people that my art school experience is one of the things
that makes me successful in my role running our co-op grocery
business. . . It taught me how to problem-solve. There have been
several times in my career when others find themselves ‘stuck’
because their way of doing things has hit an apparent brick
wall, but I am able to look at it in multiple ways and brainstorm
a solution that often works.” Carlin Soos ’14, who majored in
Graphic Design with a minor in Art History has had an interesting
career trajectory. His BFA thesis,“The Semiotics of the Garden,”
was an exploration of typography, typeface, letterforms, and
language. Subsequently he has been an Alternative Press intern
at the New York Public Library; earned his Master’s Degree in
Decorative Arts, Design History, and Material Culture at Bard
Graduate Center; and served as an MFA Fellow at Cooper Hewitt’s
Smithsonian Design Museum. He is now pursuing his Ph.D. at
UCLA’s Graduate School of Education and Information Studies.
Many of our graduates have used the tools they acquired at
MECA to think far outside the box. Matt Zappia ’99 is a graphic
design teacher and facilities and technology administrator at
Lowcountry Montessori School in Beaufort, South Carolina. He
helped start the nonprofit organization SEEWALL-Child. Working
with the Medical University of South Carolina and the Charleston
Aquarium, SEEWALL introduced interactive touch displays with
live aquarium feeds and colorful underwater murals to children
in hospitals. Miles Spadone ’13 joined up with his sister Molly
to create Spadone Home, a new line of home goods coming to
the marketplace in 2017. Each piece, which ranges from planters
to coffee mugs to furniture, is handcrafted and made with
local materials. In a profile on Maine’s WMTW Channel 8 Made
in Maine segment, Miles and Molly talked about the “artistic
functionality” that is key to what differentiates their product line,
which they describe as "innovative, ergonomic, and beautiful."
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GINA ADAMS '02 with work from her Its Honor is Here Pledged: Broken
Treaty Quilts exhibit. Photo courtesy of Naropa University.

NEW ARTISTS AT WORK SPACE
Artists at Work has moved to a new location on campus, in the
space formerly occupied by the June Fitzpatrick Gallery. June retired
at the age of 78, after operating the gallery for more than 20 years
in the Porteous Building. The space now serves multiple functions:
offices for staff, a location for meetings and workshops, and a gallery
for exhibitions. With a streetfront window and easy access from
both the front lobby and Congress Street, the gallery has become a
popular destination.

ARTISTS
AT WORK

Exhibitions this year include a mix of student and alumni artwork.
The first exhibit, Jesus Take the Wheel, featured the photographs
of Joel Tsui ’16, who graduated with a BFA in Digital Media and a

INTERNSHIP PROFILE
Bryan Hansen ’18, Metalsmithing & Jewelry

AT MECA

TIME AND SPACE: A MECA RESIDENT REFLECTS
Artist Stephen Pace and his wife, Palmina, bequeathed their home and
studio overlooking Stonington Harbor in Maine to MECA in 2007 to be
used as an artist residency and gallery. We are pleased to be able to offer
MECA alumni, faculty, and staff residency opportunities during the spring,
summer, and fall at the Pace House. The time and space is valued by the
participants. Bruce Brosnan ‘95 was a resident this past summer. “It's tough
to convey all that went on and how much it meant to my wife and me,” he
said. “But I think the artwork speaks in some degree to how much we felt
inspired, focused, relaxed, and grateful for such an environment. I had

minor in Public Engagement. Next, Ellanor Milkowski Dahlgren, a
Printmaking major and Public Engagement minor, curated Journeys,
featuring student artists whose work is impacted by movement. In
the winter of 2017, the gallery was home to Manifest Artistry by the
Hired Wrights, a collective founded by Graphic Design alum Hugh
McCormick ’15 [see Feature Story on page 4]. The group includes
artists, designers, craftsmen, and storytellers, most of them MECA
alumni, who are available for freelance and commission work.
Spring exhibitions include capstone projects for Public Engagement
minors, a ceramics show by Adrian King ’12, and thesis work by
BFA students. This summer, the Metals Collective, founded by
MECA alumni, will transform the gallery into a shop and showcase.

plans to work more abstractly based on the landscape but that
place has a way of making you gently deal with it on it's own terms,
so for the first time in forever I worked directly from observation and
loved it! It was great to engage directly with my surroundings rather
than just my own head! I knew I chose the right school 20 some odd
years ago. This residency just reaffirmed it.”
Image Above: BRUCE BROSNAN '95, Flea Island #4 (detail), gouache
on paper, 6"x8", 2016

MECA students undertake internships to better understand how their studio
skills apply outside of college. During the academic year, the employer must
be located nearby. We are fortunate to have many alumni who live in the
Portland area, as it is always a bonus to place students in internships where
the employer is familiar with the student experience. This past summer,
Metalsmithing & Jewelry major Bryan Hansen ’18 interned with Cat Bates ’09.
Since graduating from MECA, Cat has worked at MECA as a studio technician,
taught in our Continuing Studies program, and participated in our Holiday
Sale as a vendor. He is currently a full-time artist who wholesales his work
nationally. Reflecting on the internship, Cat said, “When I first saw Bryan's
portfolio and resume I was eager to work with him. His attitude and skill
were regularly impressive. When the need arises, I will most certainly seek
him out for paid work.” For Brian, the experience provided insight into his
professional goals. “It gave me a really good idea of how possible it is
to own your own business making your own work,” he said. “Before the
internship, I had zero ideas about what to do, how to do it, and what it might
actually be like but now it seems a lot more possible. I can tell that I need to
start planning now to figure out what I need to run my own small business,
making my own work. It also made me want to be a more organized person.”

MECA MAGAZINE SUMMER 2017

6/7

Manifest Destiny by the Hired Wrights

PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT

GATHERING CONNECTIONS

In the final phase of their project, the students relocated their
interactive lounge to MECA’s Artists at Work space where the
students interacted with participants of Portland’s March First
Friday Art Walk.

Sara and Hannah created an intimate and comfortable interactive
lounge space on MECA's second floor, right in the middle of a
heavily trafficked area between the library and cafe, replete with
plants, tables, knitting materials, and other amenities. The space
quickly became a relaxed and comforting area for people to knit,
talk, and share meals and also hosted MECA’s Faith Club meetings.
At the first structured event, Gathering Connections: Knitting
Dialogue, participants got together to knit and crochet items to
donate to the homeless. The dialogue was focused on the prompt
"Why care about the people around us?” and was accompanied
by small fabric flags where people could write their responses.
In the next phase, the students became literally embedded in
Collective Actions II, an exhibition of printed matter highlighting
collaboration, communication, and public engagement, held in the
Institute of Contemporary Art (ICA) at MECA and composed of three
major elements. The Unity of Opposites exhibition by artists from
Zea Mays Printmaking (Florence, MA), and Peregrine Press (Portland,
ME) resulted from a process through which artists responded to
each other’s works in a visual version of the game Telephone,
exposing real-world issues about communication and interpretation.
Mobile Print Power, a multi-generational collective based out of
IMI Corona in Queens, New York, displayed collaborative work
focusing on historical and current immigrant struggles and included
a series of public events related to this theme.
The other component, the Interactive Print Lab, included the Future
Bridges tent, the Mobile Print Power silkscreen cart, and the Zine Fair.
Printmaking Chair Elizabeth Jabar and Printmaking Instructor and
Studio Technician Colleen Kinsella, members of the Future Mothers
art collective, which uses printmaking and collaborative artmaking
as a tool for social justice and public action, created the Future

LEFT TO RIGHT: Anna Welch '17, Hannah Howard '17, and Ellanor

Milkowski Dahlgren '17
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Sara described Gathering Connections as “a series of interactive
installations, workshops, and events where students are encouraged
to respond and ask questions in an effort to encourage positive
dialogue around topics relevant to today with a perspective of
faith, spirituality, and religion. The goals were to partner with MECA
and the Public Engagement Minor to better realize the College’s
Diversity Statement regarding faith and religion through positive
dialogue. We hoped to encourage a community of positive
conversation on topics of importance to our culture today – why
we care about those around us, racial diversity, and feminism –
and their connection to faith and religion.” This safe space was
perfect for the kind of open dialogue that doesn’t always occur,
even on college campuses and was recreated throughout the
College in various manifestations.

Bridges tent. They invited Sarah and Hannah to occupy
it for some of their activities, such as Knitting Dialogue II:
Displacement, which combined conversations about what it
means to be displaced with knitting and crocheting activities.
The PE seniors utilized the print lab with other student groups,
organized the Zine Fair, and held zine-making workshops,
employing socially engaged art practices and drawing on a
rich history of collaboration, dissemination, and public action
through printmaking. Through participatory workshops that
engaged local community members, participants explored
urgent social and political issues through creative mediums.

MECA MAGAZINE SUMMER 2017

Senior Printmaking majors Sara Inacio ’17 and Hannah
Howard ’17 are both earning their Minors in Public
Engagement this year and collaborated on capstone
projects that deeply explored how art making can
facilitate dialogue and build community.

He taught me with equal enthusiasm
about world religions, meditation
practices, ancient art and architecture,
the sublime, literature, writing and
research, but he also showed me
my place in all of these things.
— VIVIAN EWING ’15

FACULTY
ACHIEVEMENTS
In 2017, Dana Sawyer retired from his role as Professor of Academic
Studies at Maine College of Art after an illustrious teaching career.
He also taught for over 20 years in the graduate program at the
former Bangor Theological Seminary. An indefatigable researcher
and speaker, Dana traveled to India many times, studied the views
and practices of Hindu swamis, apprenticed with a Tibetan lama, and
maintained a deep friendship with Khen Rinpoche Geshe Lobzang
Tsetan, the abbot of the Panchen Lama monastery in Ladakh, India.

Among many other publishing credits, Dana wrote the two biographies
Huston Smith: Wisdomkeeper and Aldous Huxley: A Biography; edited
Peaceful Mind, Compassionate Heart by Khen Rinpoche; and translated
a Buddhist Jakata tale for the book The Radiant Deer, illustrated by PinWei Chiang ’12. He is married to jewelry designer Stephani Briggs ’81.
Above: Dana Sawyer (back row, third from left) with MECA students at the Taj Mahal in India.

A PERSONAL LETTER OF THANKS DANA SAWYER: THE MAN, THE MYTH, AND THE COFFEE MUG
After 28 years of meritorious, unparalleled, rambunctious service to
MECA, Dana Sawyer is hanging up his razor-sharp spurs and heading
out to conquer new worlds, or at least meditate about them. I don’t
know what to say. It’s like trying to pour the ocean into a thimble.
Somehow, I highly doubt we’ll see a Professor Sawyer endowed
chair. Maybe a love seat, or an ottoman, or perhaps a simple coffee
mug designed by the Ceramics Department, filled with Dana’s magic
elixir of enlightenment. I’ll drink to that.
How can we express our gratitude in a way that’s worthy of him? We
can’t. Let’s face it — Dana towered over us. Not only in height (curse
him), but in scholarship, gravitas, eclectic pedagogy, intellectual range,
multicultural connections, eloquence and grace of oratory — and all the
other fancy words you can think of. Yet with all his accomplishments,
he was always just a simple, gentle, human man, full of playful humor
and compassion, as ready to poke fun at himself as he was to expose
the follies and possibilities of the world — brilliantly.
I can’t imagine MECA without Dana striding through the halls, stopping
to engage yet another student in the rapt conversation he always
had time for, on his way to mesmerize yet another group with his
word wizardry and endless knowledge. Literature, philosophy, history,
sociology, cultural anthropology, spiritual systems, psychological
theory—he could do it all with an apparent ease that belied the
immense work and preparation he put into his teaching and writing.
For 28 years Dana has been MECA’s rock—and role . . . model. Always
the voice of reason and balance, always the calming guide in the storm
—and we’ve seen a few of those. Mostly he was a constant reminder

of the quality and reality of what we all strive to be as educators and
human beings. He was a constant reminder of our higher purpose.
What stands out to me most, as his brother in the trenches, is what I
consider his essence as a teacher. He reached out to the soul of each
student. Yes, I know that’s a loaded New Age word — and an ancient,
religious word — with a thousand elusive meanings. But I don’t think it
was a vague word to Dana. He listened to and set free the inner voice
of students, the deeper voice, beyond mind, beyond ego — the universal
voice that speaks in all of us. He didn’t just talk the talk, though, as magical
as that talk was. He also modeled everything he wanted his students
to be: a caring steward of the environment; a voracious reader, writer, and
scholar; a daring and uncompromising thinker; an open heart to all cultures
and all identities. Dana taught everyone to seek universal, inclusive truths
— and to always be wary of the darkening siren call of The Truth.
Personally, I’m going to miss Dana more than I can say. He has been my
brother, my exemplar, my inspiration, my friend. To me he is the best that
MECA ever was or ever could be. He is unique. We can never replace him.
He made us all better. He was a genuine fisherman of souls. He wanted
to open the doors of perception in each person, to help them see the
powers within them to choose their own evolution, their own becoming.
To thousands of MECA alumni, Dana was the unforgettable catalyst for
a lifetime of adventure — always setting sail, and always coming home.
Love,
Your Claudius Maximus
Claude Caswell, Associate Professor of Academic Studies

Dana's determination in his pursuits
of philosophy and religion, particularly
the pursuits in human consciousness
and potentialities, made his presence
at MECA indispensable as it was a
tremendous asset and reference point
for engaging with art.
— TAYLOR BENOIT ’14

FACULTY UPDATES
seth rogoff, Assistant Professor of Academic
Studies, continues to divide his time between
Prague, in the Czech Republic, and Portland, ME,
to teach literature and writing courses. He has
also designed a rigorous new academic research
course at the request of Marie Shurkus, Chair
of Academic Studies, to pioneer an innovative
direction for Senior Thesis writing at MECA.
adriane herman, Associate Professor of the MFA
in Studio Art and Printmaking, was a visiting artist
at The University of Arkansas Department of Art.
She worked alongside students and faculty on a
collaborative print edition with Red Ridge Editions
that utilized traditional printmaking processes and
emergent technologies.
john fireman mfa ’14, Adjunct Assistant Professor
of Academic Studies and Art History, recently joined
the Board of the Maine Film and Video Association,
which hosted the Maine Short Film Festival.
michel droge mfa ’10, Visiting Assistant Professor
of Printmaking and Foundation, received a Maine
Arts Commission project grant for “Nocturnes,”
her series of paintings, and will have a solo exhibit
at Maine Audubon in Falmouth, ME. Her Nature
Lab class exhibited work at Maine Audubon as part
of their public engagement conservation project
at which they sold 15 prints to a Florida collector.
mark jamra, Professor of Graphic Design, was
featured on Maine Public Radio and in the Bangor
Daily News for his work in creating standardized
fonts and mobile apps for underserved languages,
such as Cherokee and Africa’s N’Ko .
joshua reiman, Assistant Professor of MFA in Studio
Art and Sculpture, completed the film The Wind Dies
The Sun Sets in collaboration with fellow artist Eric
Weeks. It was the winner of IkonoTV’s open call for Art
Speaks Out 2016 where it was also broadcast, and
was included in the 8th Cairo Video Festival in Egypt

and Arkane Afrika, ArtCOP22 in Morocco. One of his
films won Best Experimental Short Film at the Paris
Independent Film Festival and he published two
articles in Sculpture Magazine. He and Associate
Professor and Program Chair of Sculpture LingWen Tsai brought the MECA Sculpture majors to
Pittsburgh, PA, for the International Sculpture
Conference, where Joshua was a panel speaker.
philip brou, Associate Professor and Program Chair
of Foundation, had work featured in American
Optimism at Able Baker Contemporary, a gallery cofounded by Instructor of Foundation Hilary Irons.
His work was included in the 2016 Center for Maine
Contemporary Art Biennial in Rockland, ME, and
was reviewed by Maine art critic Daniel Kany. He
curated three photography shows at the University
of New England Art Gallery in Portland, ME: A Tale
of Three Cities: Paris, New York, and Portland;
Portraits of the Artist; and Land, Sea, Stone.
judy glickman lauder and leonard lauder made
an acquisitions gift named the Stephen K. Halpert
Photographic Collection to the University of New
England Art Gallery in Portland, ME, in honor of
Academic Studies Assistant Professor Steve Halpert.
matt hutton, Associate Professor and Program Chair
of Woodworking & Furniture Design, was one of eight
American furniture designers chosen to present
and create work at the 2017 World Wood Day, in Los
Angeles, CA, an invitational hosted by the International
Wood Culture Society, which highlighted wood as
an eco-friendly and renewable biomaterial. Matt was
invited to be a juror for the John D. Mineck Fellowship,
the largest of its kind in the woodworking field. He
attended the American Craft Council’s conference
in Omaha, NE, taught at Penland School of Crafts,
was a juror for the Maine Crafts Association Artists
in Their Studio award, and was a guest critic for
the Center for Furniture Craftsmanship in Rockport,
ME, which included a year of intensive critiques.
lucy breslin, Professor of Ceramics, was part of the
Fulbright Alumni Artists Exhibit in Washington, D.C.

Political Camplaign graphic by Scott Nash, Assistant
Professor of Illustration

bob jenkins, Associate Professor of Academic Studies,
gave presentations on the meaning of educational
math leadership in Maine at the Association of
Teachers of Mathematics in Maine Conference with
co-teacher Dr. Margaret Griswold.
kelly mcconnell, Director of Art Education Outreach
and Associate Professor of MAT, was accepted into
Harvard Graduate School of Education's Certificate
of Advanced Educational Leadership Program. This
two-year course of study provides educational leaders
with the skills and approaches to improve their own
leadership and to help make that vision a reality.
kari radasch, Assistant Professor of Ceramics, cowrote the article “Women” for Studio Potter Journal. In
2017, she is teaching the course Passion for Pots at
Arrowmont School of Arts and Crafts in Gatlinburg, TN.
She exhibited work at the 2017 NCECA conference
in Portland, OR and participated in the Philadelphia
Potters Tour.
gail spaien, Professor of Painting, has a solo exhibit,
Serenade, upcoming at the Ogunquit Museum of
American Art, Ogunquit, ME and will be included in
the group show Still-Life at Able Baker Gallery in
Portland, ME. As the recipient of a grant from the
Lillian Orlowsky and William Freed Foundation, her
work will be included in the LOWF group exhibit at
Provincetown Art Association and Museum in
Provincetown, RI. As the recipient of a grant from the
New Hampshire Charitable Foundation, her work
will be included in the NHCF group exhibition at
the University of New Hampshire Art Museum in
Durham, NH. She is also the recipient of a Maine
Arts Commission project grant.
kate kaminski, Adjunct Instructor of Academic Studies,
is a 2017 recipient of a Michael Burke Professional
Development Grant through the University of Southern
Maine. She is a contributor to the Bluestocking Film
Series, now a program of Cinefemme, which will cohost the Bluestocking 2017 premiere at the Egyptian
Theatre in Los Angeles.

alex rheault, Assistant Professor of Illustration, is
exhibiting work at Macpage LLC in South Portland,
ME, in 2017. She participated in Identity Seminar
III during the 2016 NHIA MFA residency and has
been running a Weekly Illustrator’s Apprenticeship
at Engine Arts Center in Biddeford, ME. She gave
an artist’s talk at Pecha Kucha Midcoast in Maine,
and her work was included in Out with a Bang at
3Fish Gallery in Portland, ME, Lines of Thought at
the Community Television Network’s UMVA gallery
in Portland, ME, and at The Farnsworth Art Museum
in Rockland, ME. She also had work included in the
winter 2017 UMVA Journal.
Alex Rheault, Reach, watercolor and gouache, 14" x 17", 2017
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It’s been over 10 years since I took
his class, but his teachings still inform
my daily existence.

scott nash, Assistant Professor of Illustration and founder
of the Illustration Institute, announced the creation of
The Faison Artist Residency, a new residency program for
illustrators on Peaks Island, ME, which will feature
a program on Maine Children’s Book Arts in 2017.
The exhibit Picture This: The Art and Workings of
Illustration Institute, at the Portland Public Library in
Portland, ME, featured work by Jamie Hogan (Assistant
Professor of Illustration), Marty Braun (Adjunct Professor
of Illustration), Mary Anne Lloyd ’83 (Assistant Professor
and Program Chair of Illustration), and Daniel Minter
(Instructor of Illustration). Scott also designed the
graphics for two successful political campaigns, one
for Portland, ME, City Councilor Pious Ali, and the
other for Maine Representative Mike Sylvester.

GRADUATE STUDIES MFA

GRADUATE STUDIES MAT
Most students graduate from MECA’s Master of Arts in Teaching Program
and seek traditional employment as elementary or high school art teachers.
Leonetta "Lia" Petriccione MAT ’15 had other ventures in mind. After
substitute teaching in her home state of Montana, Lia joined the Peace
Corps. Following a rigorous screening process, she found herself teaching
at the Wa School for the Deaf in a rural area in the far north of Ghana in
West Africa. Lia’s own entrepreneurial spirit, deepened through her MAT
Alternative Settings coursework and the values of MECA’s Artists at Work
Program, has reinforced a practical component to her teaching. She sees
potential in the vocational program, and her goal is to help realize its
business potential.
LETTER FROM GHANA BY LIA PETRICCIONE MAT ’15

A TASTE OF THE
LONDON ART WORLD
In October of 2016, the second-year MFA students went
abroad to London as part of the Thesis Proposal course
as well as for personal art research. The trip offered them
a taste of the London art world and the opportunity to
make connections at a pivotal time in their art careers.
Led by Christopher Stiegler, Chair of the MFA in Studio Art and
Visiting Assistant Professor of Art History at MECA, the trip included
a sweep of art exhibitions, museums, and performances, including
visits with artists, curators, and gallerists in the London area. In
addition to the group itinerary, students independently researched
artists, galleries, and interdisciplinary activities to inspire and feed
their practices.
The group had the opportunity to reconnect with London-based art
historian Ben Street, who was a visiting lecturer at MECA’s Summer
2015 MFA Lecture Series. Students attended the Frieze London
and Frieze Masters exhibits in Regent’s Park with Ben and had the
opportunity to explore many historical and contemporary art works
individually. Ben facilitated a guided tour of the Turner Prize exhibition
at Tate Britain, where students discussed and analyzed each
nominee’s works and merit.
Students also met with curators from museums and galleries. As the
chair of a panel on the Abstract Expressionism exhibit on display at
the Royal Academy of the Arts, Ben was able to provide students
with insights on the curation and historical importance of the

1. Sample of student work.

“I saw potential for this to become an income-generating project. The
school owns a container store right outside of the gate. We are currently
working with the headmaster to have it cleaned out and prepared as a
roadside shop to sell the student work. We are recruiting the technical
skills class to make a sign for the store as well. I have reached out to
fellow Peace Corps volunteers and sold a few items through them. At
some point, I hope the sales network expands even further. I'm thinking
about writing a grant to build them a new vocational building. The space
they are using is not large enough to store their products and work at
the same time.”
“People who are deaf face big challenges in Ghana, especially women.
To support sustainable capacity, I’m also planning a Let Girls Learn
leadership camp for the deaf. I'm hoping the students will feel empowered
by seeing the value of their artistry. Having a source of income and pride
in work allows for independence and a brighter future.”

exhibition, which was the first major survey of Abstract Expressionism
in the United Kingdom since 1959.
Students also viewed the work of Donna Huanca in her exhibition, Scar
Cymbals, at the Zabludowicz Collection, which included performances
and installations. The curator, Maitreyi Maheshwari, was available to
discuss Huanca’s work and performance logistics, providing students
with practical knowledge on arranging works and planning exhibitions.
During a unique opportunity to visit the studio of Nicholas Hatfull, a
London-based artist, students learned about his studio practice and
experiences with exhibitions and artist residencies, as well as his
transition from MFA student to professional artist. William Pym, the
director of Josh Lilley Gallery, was also present to speak about the
work and offer helpful advice for the student artists to think about
when deciding what work to bring from the studio into an exhibition.
Many students extended their art research well beyond the group
activities. This year, Jose Rodriguez MFA ’17, Crystal Phelps MFA ’17, and
Renee Sawyer MFA ’17 were each awarded Roderick Dew ’80, MFA
’00 Travel Grants to help offset the costs of their research during the trip,
which they used to attend various performances, workshops, site visits,
and exhibitions outside of the group itinerary. Roderick Dew ’80, MFA ’00
has funded many travel grants for selected MFA students. This year’s
awards helped these students to conduct invaluable research towards their
thesis exhibitions while soaking up inspiration for their studio practices.
BY RENEE SAWYER MFA ’17

Above: MFA students with art historian Ben Street and artist nominee Helen Marten at the Turner Prize exhibition at Tate Britain in London. Photo by Renee Sawyer MFA '17.

2. Cece at the Wa School for the Deaf in Ghana, Africa

2. Grace with Lia Pettricione MAT '15
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“There is a group of students who weave traditional Kente cloth and then
the sewing class makes bags and dresses with it. They also embroider
beautiful tablecloths. Their work is of really high quality. Sadly, their crafts
have been sitting in storage.”
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”Things are going well at my new school! I teach both primary art and the
vocational home economics class. When I arrived here, I was happy to
see they had a solid vocational program up and running. As a Peace Corps
volunteer, I was asked to come here and teach art at the primary level.
I do, but I also saw a lot of potential in the vocational department and I
wanted to get involved.”

GRADUATE STUDIES SALT
MECA HIRES NEW SALT CHAIR
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SALT ALUMNI: DOCUMENTING OUR WORLD

Photo: Andrew Propp

“Fifteen weeks at Salt rearranged 80%
of my brain. The person I was when
I arrived at Salt was not the person I
was when I left. I walked away with
more skills, ideas, and confidence
than I could have ever imagined.”
PAULA MAURO
Digital Media Editor and Salt Radio Alum (Audio) ’08

Since 1973, the Salt Institute for Documentary Studies
has taught students from all over the United States and
around the world to become truthful, thorough, creative,
and responsible storytellers and documentarians.
Maine College of Art’s new one-semester Salt Graduate Certificate in
Documentary Studies begins in the fall of 2017 and ensures that the
Salt legacy will continue. Whether just starting a career or looking to
develop new skills, this graduate-level program allows students to
focus and build expertise. Our faculty members are experts in their
fields and provide the foundation for engaging and empowering
passionate storytellers to create great work.
Students are encouraged to bring their ideas, questions, and unfinished
projects; they will leave with a professional quality portfolio of beautifully
crafted, in-depth stories. While learning about the world of documentary
storytelling and how to navigate it, students will also critically examine
their work in an intense and collaborative peer environment.
The four study tracks are: Radio, Short Documentary Film, Photography,
and Writing. Each track consists of 15 to 18 credits of study. meca.edu/salt

Morrigan McCarthy Salt ’08 works as a national photo editor at The
New York Times. Based in Brooklyn, NY, in 2016 she covered the
presidential election for The Times. Prior to that, she conducted a
three-year photography project called The Geography of Youth in
which she and photographer Alan Winslow traveled mostly by bicycle
from Alaska to Argentina, around Europe and Morocco, and throughout
the United States to document the lives of millennials through
photographs and interviews. The work premiered at Photoville in
Brooklyn and has been exhibited around the world. Participants born
between 1980 and 1995 are encouraged to continue to add their stories.
Award-winning storyteller and radio producer Tina Antolini Salt ’04
has worked in public radio for over 15 years and received a Peabody
Award and a national Edward R. Murray Award for her work on NPR’s
State of the Re:Union. She became hooked on audio storytelling while
at Salt and has produced stories ranging from Iraqi religious minorities
to the sex lives of lobsters. Currently based in New Orleans, she is
now working as a senior story producer for Pop-Up Magazine, a
“live magazine, created for a stage, a screen, and a live audience.”
Featured guests include author Rebecca Solnit, Grammy winner
Shawn Colvin, and filmmaker Jamie Meltzer. She co-created and
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Annie Avilés, a veteran radio journalist, writer, and editor, has been
hired as Chair of the Salt Institute for Documentary Studies at
MECA. She spent the first 10 years of her career in South America
working as a foreign correspondent for National Public Radio
and Public Radio International’s The World, and as a contributing
editor at Radio Ambulante, an award-winning Spanish language
podcast. She has also held positions as a fellow in investigative
reporting at the University of California Berkeley, as a visiting
scholar at New York University, and as managing editor of the
Life of the Law podcast. In addition to her work in radio, Annie’s
longform nonfiction has been published by Harper’s Magazine,
Smithsonian Magazine, and Virginia Quarterly Review. Annie has
taught at Boston University, the Salt Institute for Documentary
Studies, the University of Southern Maine, and UC Berkeley,
and her work has earned awards and fellowships from the
Fund for Investigative Journalism, the Fulbright Program, the
International Reporting Project, and the Rona Jaffe Foundation.

Photo: Alan Hunter

hosts Gravy, a podcast that uses food as a portal for storytelling
through a partnership with the nonprofit Southern Foodways
Alliance, and which was named the James Beard Foundation
Publication of the Year in 2015.
While studying at Salt, Ian Chillag Salt ’99 documented the life
of a dance instructor from Peaks Island, ME. Today he is a senior
producer at Wait, Wait... Don’t Tell Me, the National Public Radio
show heard by four million listeners a week. Host Peter Sagal
credits Chillag and executive producer Mike Danforth with reviving
interest in the show back when they came on board in 2009.
More recently, NPR asked the two producers, “If you had an hour
of radio, what would you do with it?” Their answer came in the
form of “How to Do Everything,” a now legendary podcast series.
“You send us your questions—from ‘how do I break up with my
hairstylist of 20 years’ to ‘how do I not sound stupid when ordering
wine’ to ‘how do I escape a charging rhino’—and we answer them.
Usually, given how little we actually know how to do, we find
experts who can help you out.” The show evolved to feature
celebrities such as Henry “the Fonz” Winkler (how to look
cool) and Kevin Bacon (how to talk to celebrities).

COMMENCEMENT
LILY YEH was born in China and grew up in Taiwan. She came to the United

States in 1963 to attend the Graduate School of Fine Arts at the University of
Pennsylvania, and was a professor of art and art history at the University of the
Arts in Philadelphia for 30 years, from 1968-1998. From 1986 to 2004, Lily Yeh
served as the cofounder, executive director, and lead artist of the Village of Arts
and Humanities, which began as a park-building project in North Philadelphia,
and grew into a nonprofit organization with the mission to build community
through art, learning, land transformation, and economic development. During
her time at The Village, she developed a unique methodology for using the
arts as a tool for transforming communities. In 2002 she founded Barefoot
Artists, a nonprofit organization that brings the transformative power of art
to the most impoverished communities in the world. Lily Yeh has worked on
projects in places such as Rwanda, Kenya, Ghana, Ecuador, and China. The
focus of her work is to train and empower local residents, organize communities,
and take action for a more compassionate, just, and sustainable future.

On Saturday, May 13, Maine College of Art held its 106th
Commencement event at the State Theatre in Portland, ME.
A total of 110 students were awarded degrees, including nine in Master of
Fine Arts (MFA), 11 in Master of Arts in Teaching (MAT), and 90 in Bachelor
of Fine Arts (BFA). The MFA class speaker was Shelby Wynne Richardson
MFA ’17, the MAT class speaker was Luke Hadley MAT ’17, and the BFA
class speaker was Rebecca Tochterman BFA ’17. Marie Shurkus, Chair
and Associate Professor of Academic Studies spoke on behalf of the faculty.
In addition, MECA awarded four Honorary Doctor of Fine Arts (DFA)
degrees to Lily Yeh, founding director of Barefoot Artists, who was also
the Commencement speaker; Paula Crane Lunder; Peter H. Lunder; and
Alison Derby HIldreth ’76.
Pictured Top: Peter and Paula Lunder receive their Honorary Degrees from Interim President
Stu Kestenbaum.

“It’s possible to transform the violent energy
of our time into a culture of kindness. All
things are possible through the openness of
our mind, the gentleness of our spirit, and the
act of understanding and embracing.”
– Lily Yeh

PETER AND PAULA LUNDER are major collectors of American art and were
lead donors to the Lunder Wing of American Art at Colby College Museum
of Art, where they also endowed the Lunder Curator for Whistler Studies.
They also created the lead challenge gift for the Lunder Conservation
Center at the Smithsonian American Art Museum and funded the Lunder
Curator of American Art at the Freer Gallery of Art and the Arthur M. Sackler
Gallery at the Smithsonian Institution. They created the Lunder Curator of
American Art at Colby and the Lunder Whistler Curator of Art at Colby. At
a reception for the Honorary Degree recipients, Peter Lunder said, “Paula
and I have enjoyed seeing the growth and success of the Maine College of
Art over many years. We congratulate the College for providing high quality
art educations for so many students, and for its significant contribution to
the great art community here in Portland and in the State of Maine.”
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Lily Yeh

ALISON DERBY HILDRETH ’76 is a painter, printmaker, and installation artist.

She received a BA from Vassar College and a BFA from Maine College
of Art. Her work layers color, pattern, and texture to deploy multiple
printmaking techniques and achieve complex images that hint at the specific
while embracing the universal. She has written that her work explores
“interconnections between species, and the intersection of art and science.
The theme of connectedness, an imprint we carry from generation to
generation, also holds within it fears of disconnection.” Alison Hildreth’s
work is included in the collections of the New York and Boston public
libraries; the Metropolitan Museum of Art; the Brooklyn Museum; the Portland
Museum of Art; the Smith, Wellesley, Bates, and Colby College museums;
and the Farnsworth Art Museum. In 1991 she and artist Katarina Weslien,
who was instrumental in launching MECA’s MFA Program, purchased the
Bakery Studios to create affordable studios in Portland. Alison also helped
found the nonprofit fine arts printmaking cooperative, Peregrine Press.

Alison Derby Hildreth ’76
Above: BFA Class of 2017
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MECA CELEBRATES
THE CLASS OF 2017

PETER LUNDER served as Co-Chairman, President, and CEO of Dexter Shoe
Company. He is the Chairman of the Lunder Foundation, a family foundation
established in 1988, a former vice chairman and national board member of
the Smithsonian Institution, and is commissioner emeritus of the Smithsonian
American Art Museum. Paula Lunder is a Lifetime Trustee of Colby College
and a member of the Colby College Museum of Art governing board. Over
the past 45 years, she has volunteered in many organizations. including the
Waterville Boys & Girls Club, the Kennebec Valley Mental Health Organization,
and the Maine Public Broadcasting committee. She has served as a board
member of the Holocaust and Human Rights Center of Maine, the Skowhegan
School of Painting and Sculpture, and Maine College of Art, to name just a few.

ALUMNI NEWS &
CLASS NOTES
A number of MECA community members were included in an artist
opportunity organized by the City of Portland, ME, through which local
artists were invited to submit designs to transform local utility boxes
around the city into works of art. JARED GOULETTE ’11, MICHAEL LEWIS
MFA ’12, and MECA Continuing Studies painting instructor KERRIN
PARKINSON were three of the five selected artists.

DEREK GUNDY ’92 is teaching painting, figure drawing,

2D design, and other courses at Northwest College
of Art & Design in Poulsbo, WA.

1970s
JUDE VALENTINE ’74 had an exhibit of recent

landscape paintings at Roux & Cyr International
Fine Art in Portland, ME.

Portland Magazine’s Maine Art Annual included a catalog of Maine
sculptors co-curated by ANDY VERZOSA ’92, which featured work
by CELESTE ROBERGE '79, AARON STEPHAN MFA '02, and ASHERAH
CINNAMON '08. Other articles included Associate Professor of Sculpture
LING-WEN TSAI and ROBERT BENNETT JR. '14 as well as a full feature
on AARON STEPHAN MFA '02's Woodfords Corner public sculpture
project. ANDY VERZOSA ’92 recently served as the Interim Executive
Director and Curator at the Ogunquit Museum of American Art.

PAT PLOURDE ’76 was featured in the article “One

Man’s Treasure” in Portland Monthly magazine,
which focused on his career as a sculptor in New
Gloucester, ME. He has an upcoming exhibit at the
June LaCombe Sculpture Garden in Pownal, ME.
BARBARA HAWES ’78 had an exhibition of new

work that included 11 paintings and 17 collages at
the Willoughby Wallace Memorial Library in Stony
Creek, CT. She lives and works in New Haven, CT.

Focus: Printmaking, an invitational exhibition featuring 23 Maine printmakers from around the state, was held at Greenhut Gallery in
Portland, ME. Multiple print processes were represented, including
drypoint, wood-cut, collagraph, engraving, monoprint, letterpress
and screenprinting. Participating artists from the MECA community
included REBECCA GOODALE ’73, ALISON HILDRETH ’76, Chair of
Printmaking ELIZABETH JABAR, ROBIN MCCARTHY ’87, LISA PIXLEY ’07,
KRISTIN FITZPATRICK ’13, and DAVID TWISS ’14.
Monsters, an invitational group exhibit presented by the Union of
Maine Visual Artists was held at the Community Television Network
galleries in Portland, ME, and included work by MATT BLACKWELL ’07,
STEPHEN KOHARIAN ‘07, ABBETH RUSSELL ’11, STACEY HOWE MFA ’10,
and TONI JO COPPA MFA ’13.

paintings as well as hand-painted cakes and
pastries that reflected her work as a pastry chef.

CAREN-MARIE MICHEL ’78 had a solo exhibit at
Ocean House Gallery & Frame in Cape Elizabeth, ME.
WILLIAM RAND ’78 was interviewed for The Brezinski

Above: Julie Crane '86, Hibernating Home, woodcut, 37" x 37", 2016.
Photo: Jane Kurko

Project, a documentary film about artist Edward
Brezinski and the 1980's New York art world, directed
by Brian Kelley and opening in New York City at
MOMA in the fall of 2017. He is also working on
two books: a 40-year survey of his paintings in
Maine, New York, and Spain, designed by Brad
Woodworth ’78; and a book about the notorious poet
and art critic Rene Richard and the New York art
scene, based on Rand’s diaries from the ‘80s and ‘90s.
CELESTE ROBERGE ’79 had a solo exhibit entitled

The 2016 Alumni Print Weekend proved to be another great handson alumni event. Participants included Julie Crane ‘86, Peter J. Buotte
MFA ’05, David Twiss ‘14, Kristina Buckley ’15, Carter Shappy ‘15, and
Chloe Horie ’15, MAT ‘16. The visiting artist was Emmeline Solomon ’13.

Above: Jule Gray MFA '12, Mosaic in Plastic Beads (Spectrum), mixed media,
52.5" x 38", 2016

ANNE BUCKWALTER MFA ’12 was awarded $12,000 from the Joan

Mitchell Foundation’s Emerging Artist Pilot Grant Program. Only 10
visual artists are selected annually to receive the unrestricted grant,
which includes professional support. Her work was featured in Give
Up the Ghost at Buoy Gallery in Kittery, ME, along with new work by
STACY HOWE MFA ’10 and JULIE GRAY MFA ’12, and one of her pieces
from the group exhibit Periscope at Able Baker Contemporary in
Portland, ME, was featured in Old Port Magazine.

The Charles Thomas Gallery at MECA exhibited work by J. FELICE
BOUCHER ’84, followed by Process and Place, featuring work by
artists who participated in MECA 2016 residencies, including CARENMARIE MICHEL ’78, MARGARET LAWRENCE ’93, BRUCE BROSNAN
’95, MATTHEW BURNETT MFA ’06, SCOTT FULLER MFA ’06, ANGELA
WARREN MFA ’11, ERIC VAUGHN MFA ’12, and Assistant Professor of
Illustration JAMIE HOGAN.

ALUMNI OPPORTUNITIES
Maine College of Art recognizes our alumni as an essential part of
our community. Please visit meca.edu/alumni to see the full suite
of alumni benefits and for more information about our residencies,
grants, and our upcoming 2017 Alumni Print Weekend in October, 2017.

Drawing with Seaweed at PhoPa Gallery in
Portland, Maine, which included an artist’s talk.

1980s
CONNIE HAYES ’80 was one of four Maine artists

interviewed and she also narrated a tour of the
Skowhegan School of Painting and Sculpture
frescoes in the South Solon Meeting House in Maine
for The Maine Thing Quarterly website published
by the Maine Office of Tourism.
LENORA LEIBOWITZ ’81 exhibited work at the Hilton

in Auburn, ME.
New Mexico artist ELLEN BABCOCK ’84 was the lead
artist behind the All Hands On banner project, which
included a parade and exhibition on Labor Day,
September 5, 2016, in Portland, ME. The 15 banners
that launched the parade were unified by an artistic
vision that drew on a history of processions and
banners specific to Portland and included phrases

from 19th century labor banners as well as
collaborative designs. The project grew out of work
that was exhibited in MECA’s 2015 Alumni Biennial.
ROB LICHT ’84 had work included in the exhibition

Elemental: The 64th Exhibition of Central New York
Artists at the Munson-Williams-Proctor Arts Institute,
in Utica, NY, and in Spotlight, The Community School
of Music and Art’s fall faculty show in Ithaca, NY. He
recently completed work on the Civil War Nurses
Memorial sculpture installed on the Tompkins
Cortland Community College campus in Dryden,
NY. The sculpture consists of four powder-coated
steel silhouettes of Civil War nurses. He is also
working on two new bodies of photographic work:
Flow, which is related to moving water and cardiac
events, and Boundaries, related to early survey work
done by Revolutionary War soldiers. His painted
steel Landforms Chair was donated to Sculpture
Space in Utica, NY, for their annual charity auction.
CHARLES HAMM ’86, a photographer and art teacher

in Belfast, ME, continues to lead photo safaris in
Tanzania, and is fluent in Swahili. In 2014, MECA
awarded him a lifetime scholarship to its Feed Your
Soul Art Educator Fellowship program in recognition
of his commitment as an artist, dedication as an
educator, and enthusiasm as a MECA alum.
DAVID HUTCHINS ’87, an effects animator at Walt
Disney Animation Studios, worked as an effects lead
on Disney Picture’s Moana, a 3D computer-animated
musical fantasy, comedy, and adventure film.
LOUISE BOURNE ’88 had work included in Long
Ledge Retreat: Women Artists Working Together
at Elizabeth Moss Galleries in Falmouth, ME.
CAMILLE DAVIDSON ’89 conceived and designed a
new body of work for the exhibit Receiving Light
at the Maine Jewish Museum in Portland, ME.
Three new series of paintings – Kabbalat Ohr, the
Sefirot series, and Jacob’s Pillow -- are “infused
with the ancient mystical practice of remaining
receptive to the remnants of divine energy from
Genesis that are still present in the ordinary moments
of our daily lives.”

1990s
SUSAN GAUTHIER ’92 had an exhibit entitled Art is
Food and Food is Art at Casco Bay Artisans Gallery
in Portland, ME, which featured her watercolor

CATRIONA BAKER ’93 and her partner, artist Curvin
Huber, exhibited collaborative work in Perfect Pairs:
A Couples Exhibition at Gallery Seven in Maynard,
MA, using their complementary backgrounds of fine
art and technology to create animations. At the 2016
International CINDY Awards, their animation, EveryTwo
Minutes, won a Platinum Pixie award, a Gold award
in the PSA category, and a Special Achievement
award for its soundtrack.
DAN GILLOTTE ’93, chief executive grocer of the
Wheatsville Food Co-op, a $35 million grocery

MARSHA DONAHUE ’72
received a 2016 leadership award from the
Maine Natural Resources Council for helping
to establish the Katahdin Woods and Waters
National Monument. Back in 2007, Marsha
and artists from her gallery, North Light Gallery
in Millinocket, ME, worked to help acquire
the Katahdin Lake property for Maine's Baxter
State Park. Marsha exhibits work at the
Portland Art Gallery in Portland, ME, and was
one of five Maine artists chosen to participate
in a PechaKucha-style Idea Lab at the Maine
International Conference on the Arts in
Lewiston/Auburn, ME.
Below: Marsha Donahue '72, Path to the
Stream, oil on board, 48" x 36", 2016

18/19

creative disciplines, each USA Fellow receives an unrestricted $50,000
award and recognition as one of America’s most accomplished and
innovative artists.

MECA, in conjunction with Southern Maine Hillel, sponsored Dwelling
Place, an interactive public art installation by ASHERAH CINNAMON
’08, at the MECA Green Space in Portland, Maine. A reception and
cultural/religious celebration featured Klezmer music. Described as
a sculpture, a dwelling place for spirit, and a structure in which to
celebrate the ancient Jewish tradition of Sukkot, Dwelling Place was
designed and built with support from the Linda and Joel Abromson
Award and has been installed at the University of New England
Gallery, The Maine Jewish Museum, on the campus of Southern
Maine Community College, and twice at the University of Southern
Maine. It’s seventh and final installation will take place in the fall
of 2017.

The class of 1968 held its 48th reunion in 2016.
(L-R): Victor Cormier, Gene Fuller, C. David
Thomas (wearing his MECA Honorary Doctor of
Fine Arts hood), Marty Trower, and Mike Welch.
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VIVIAN BEER ’00 was named a United States Artists Fellow, along with
Adjunct Assistant Professor of MFA LAUREN FENSTERSTOCK and former
MFA Non-Resident Studio Instructor ANNA HEPLER. Representing nine

CLASS REUNION

DENISE KARABINUS ’99
had work juried into three major exhibitions in
Honolulu, HI: the 2016 Japanese Chamber of
Commerce Exhibition; the 2016 Hawaii Craftsman
Exhibition at the Hawaii State Art Museum, for which
she was awarded the Purchase Prize Award; and the
2017 Honolulu Printmakers Annual Exhibition. Her
work will also be featured in Paper Processes at the
Contemporary Gallery of Honolulu Museum of Art.
Left: Denise Karabinus '99, Tear Mandala-Ocean's
Song (detail), woodblock print, 45" x 45", 2016

business, was interviewed by the Austin Business
Journal in which he noted the value of his fine arts
background to his career path. Dan continues to
paint and also plays the sousaphone in a New
Orleans-style marching band.
MARGARET LAWRENCE ’93 had a solo show of new
work at Greenhut Galleries in Portland, ME, which
expressed “a further exploration of the interplay
between water, land and sky."
DONNA OEHMIG ’93 was accepted by the SabinARTi

Cultural Association as an artist-in-residence at the
Palazzo del Gatto in Casaprota, Italy, a medieval
village north of Rome, where she will spend several
months developing a project to be presented to the
local community there.
RACHAEL EASTMAN ’94 was featured in an article in
the Portland Press Herald about how living on the
coast inspires her paintings. Her work was exhibited
at The William Scott Gallery in Provincetown, MA,
and at Ocean House Gallery in Cape Elizabeth, ME.
MATTHEW FRITZE ’94 and James Frederic Rose

'94 were included in a small works exhibit in Park
Slope Brooklyn at the 440 Gallery in Brooklyn, NY.
AARON WILLIAMS ’94 had a solo exhibit entitled

Thrones and Dominions at Guest Spot Gallery at The
Reinstitute in Baltimore, MD, featuring a series of
photographs focusing on the ambivalent symbolism
of monuments and “the intersection between formal,
visual language and a conversation of class and
power structures.”
REBECCA BENNETT DUKE ’95 is a member of Monte
Vista projects, an artist-run space in Los Angeles, CA.
She had work included in two Los Angeles venues
--FAR Bazaar 2017 at Ceritos College and The
Collectivists at The Brand Library & Art Center-- both
showcasing the work of artists who collaborate to
run gallery spaces and curate shows of peers.

David Schutz. A story about her exhibit and career
was featured in The Berkshire Eagle, published in
Pittsfield, MA. An exhibit of her new paintings and
sculptures called We The People was on display
at Southern Vermont College’s Burgdorff Gallery,
where she was an artist-in-residence and taught a
class that included collaborations with children.
MARK MARCHESI '99 had photography featured in the

solo exhibit Evangeline: A Modern Tale of Acadia at
PhoPa Gallery in Portland, ME, which also celebrated
the publication of his new book of the same title. An
article about the book, which uses photographs to
reimagine Longfellow’s narrative fiction, was featured
on Smithsonian.com, along with an interview about
his process. The project took four years to develop
and was originally inspired by MECA’s Baie Ste Marie
Artist & Family Residency in Nova Scotia.

2000s
STEPHEN QUIRK ’00 and his wife Megan are co-founders
of Factory Portland, an online Maine music promotion
site that features artist profiles, a directory of Maine
musicians, and an extensive live music listing. Their
site was recently featured on Take Magazine, a digital
publication devoted to New England arts and culture.

SATORU NIHEI ’02 had three of his posters selected

for the final exhibition of the Golden Bee 12 / Global
Biennale of Graphic Design 2016 in Moscow, Russia.
Out of 17,120 works from 88 countries, 1,019 works
from 77 countries were selected.
MARIA WOLFF ’03 was profiled in Maine Women
Magazine, published in Portland, ME. The Metals
Collective, which she helped to found, exhibited
pieces in Resonance: A Jewelry Show Based on the
Theme of Music at Blue in Portland, ME. The exhibit
included work by Maria as well as by EMILY PERCIVAL

An article about SEAN WILKINSON ’01, principal of Might
& Main design and branding business, was featured
in Dispatch Magazine, published in Portland, ME.
GABE ADAMS ’02 was one of two Americans to have

MARTHA LOHAUS (ATTENDED) ’98 had work included

GINA ADAMS ’02 created the traveling exhibit Its Honor

is Here Pledged: Broken Treaty Quilts, hybrid work
that melds historic U.S. government treaties with
pioneer quilts in exploring the forced assimilation of
Native Americans Her exhibition at the University of
Southern Maine in Portland, ME, included an an artist’s
talk on an activist approach to art. The renowned art
critic Lucy Lippard wrote the introduction when it was
shown at the Nerman Museum of Contemporary Art

and fitness studio in Saco, ME.
SAGE LEWIS ’04 is at work on an artist book about

analogue encounters with remote lenses and with
corollary “Martian” landforms here on Earth. She
spent a week at the Vermont Studio Center as part
of Vermont Artists Week. She was awarded a Project
Space Residency at the VIsual Studies Workshop in
Rochester, NY, and was awarded the Juror’s Prize
at the Halide Project in Philadelphia for her work in
their Living Image exhibition and will be included in
an upcoming exhibition there in the spring of 2017.
Her work was included in Fixed/Fluxed at Burlington
City Arts, Burlington, VT, and in Mapping Extremes
at Able Baker Contemporary in Portland, ME.
REBECCA SHELLEY ’04 is teaching at the University of

California State University in Chico, CA.
KURT TYLER JOHNSTON ’05 is an interdisciplinary artist

and an award-winning producer, director, and actor.
His latest project is the film The Nantucket Doctor,
which explores the life and career of surgeon Dr.
Timothy Lepore who lives on the island of Nantucket,
where Kurt grew up. He also had work exhibited in
Brooklyn Lime, a group exhibition at Bergen Street
Studios in Brooklyn, NY.
AMY RAINA ’05 joined the nonprofit writing center
The Telling Room in Portland, ME, as their volunteer
coordinator. She has taught young people in Maine for
over a decade as a K-8 teacher and is a consultant
for the National Writer's Project. She is a graduate of
the University of Southern Maine's Masters in Education
Extended Teacher Education Program and has been
a producer and performer for The Femme Show's
East Coast Tour.
CHRISTINA SIRAVO ’05 (the first Illustration major

to graduate from MECA) has been working with a
company in Japan on miniatures and also with a
coloring book company. She recently published a
children's book entitled Gertrude's Green Hat.
After working in the startup scene for a while and
then later operating his own design firm, THEODORE
BETTCHER '06 is putting his Graphic Design degree
to good use crafting a digital media presence for
Bottomline Technologies, an international and publicly
traded company headquartered in Portsmouth, NH.

the Maine Turnpike Authority. Part of the proceeds
from his jewelry and metalwork have helped to fund
a water purification project in Ghana as well as a
nonprofit that supports economic independence for
women in Zambia.

ISAK APPLIN ’98 had work included in the group
exhibition The Rock Cried Out, I Can't Hide You at
Tiger Strikes Asteroid in Los Angeles. He also
recently began working with The New Standard
Gallery in Sydney, Australia, which included several
of his paintings in their inaugural exhibition, A
Year in Preview.

RENEE BOUCHARD ’99 had an exhibit entitled
Kaleidoscopic Pathos, an assemblage of paintings
created over the last seven years, featured in the
Governor's Gallery at the state capitol in Montpelier,
VT. Her work was selected by Vermont State Curator

STEPHEN LUBECKI ’02, who has been working as a
professional goldsmith for over 10 years and owns
Steven Lubecki Designs, received a Rhode Island
State Council of the Arts 2017 Fellowship Merit
Award in Crafts.

EBENEZER AKAKPO ’01 is an IT support specialist for

work included in LIVING ROOM II (საცხოვრებელი
ოთახი II), an exhibit he organized as part of
ARTISTERIUM 9, an exhibit of new work by a selection
of international artists within the main halls of the
Giorgi Leonidze State Museum of Georgian Literature
in Tbilisi, Georgia. The project mixed lounge, workshop,
performance, and game space in an experimental
setting and artists led workshops, talks, and a panel
discussion.

in a three-woman exhibit at the Bernice Kish Gallery
in Columbia, MD.

in Overland Park, KS, and it was also exhibited at
Ava Gallery in Lebanon, NH, and at Naropa University
in Boulder, CO, where she is a faculty member. Gina
also had her work featured on the influential art blog
Hyperallergic and is currently a Smithsonian Artist
Research Fellow.

STACY KIM ’04 founded the Kuma Martial Arts training

JENNY DOUGHERTY ’05
announced the launch of a new body of work
through Tappan Collective, an online gallery
based in Los Angeles, CA. She also plans to
launch a limited edition of woven blankets
through a collaboration with Herron Clothier.
She continues her work as a mural artist.
Above: Jenny Dougherty '05, Blackout Qulit,
gouache, 14.5" x 15.5", 2016

PATRICIA M. BRACE '06, who teaches at Mason Gross
School of the Arts at Rutgers, gave an art talk at the
Zimmerli Art Museum at Rutgers in New Brunswick,
NJ. She created and participated in the interdisciplinary
performance L'appel du vide (The Call of the Void)
at Ortega Y Gasset Projects in Brooklyn, NY. Her
installation and performance Ballet was hosted by
This Friday Next Friday Gallery in Brooklyn, NY. Her
piece Mirror Stage was included in In This Realm, an
exhibit of five artists exploring themes of gender,
identity, and cultural paradigms, at the ICA at MECA
in Portland, ME. Her work was also included in
PULSE/TRIGGER, an exhibit focused on the corruption
of the current socio-political condition in the United
States, at Sine Gallery in Newark, NJ.
PHOENIX (ZOELLICK) MCNAMARA ’06 completed her

MFA degree in Applied Craft and Design at the
Oregon College of Art and Design and is now an
adjunct professor at Pacific Northwest College of
Art in Portland, OR.
MARTHA MILLER ’06 had a solo exhibit of mixed

media self portraits entitled Martha Miller: A Woman’s
Movement at Mayo Street Arts in Portland, ME.

JENNA CROWDER ’07 published The Chart: 20152016, an anthology covering contemporary art in
Maine and New England. Originally an online journal
founded by Jenna and ASHLEIGH BURSKEY MAT '13,
with funding from the Kindling Fund and the Maine
Arts Commission, the journal is currently edited by
Jenna and includes writing by Maine artists and
writers, many of them from the MECA community.
DESIREE DUELL ’07 continues her work as a community
artist and activist with the Flint Rising Coalition in Flint,
MI, which addresses the water crisis there. Her ongoing
project, The Body of Water, uses water bottles and
lights to raise awareness about the issue.

TANYA CASTEEL '06
has written and illustrated a new
children's book entitled Waiting
Just for You Lullaby and is working
on a new project called “Make 100
Spirit Animal Paintings” that brings
people and nature together.
Below: Tanya Casteel '06, Raven/Crow,
watercolor print, 8" x 10", 2016

ARTHUR HALVORSEN (ATTENDED) ’07 is an instructor
in the Ceramics Program of the Office for the Arts
at Harvard in Cambridge, MA. “Restaurant Wares:
Teaching to the Test,” a feature article about his
innovative thematic course entitled Food for Thought
was included in Ceramics Monthly.
LONDON DUPERE ’08 participated in a self-directed
residency at the International Ceramics Studio (or
Nemzetkozi Keramia Studio), in Kecskemet, Hungary,
as part of the Special Artists Group through the
Kansas City Art Institute.
ALEXIS (GOLUBOW) POWERS ’08 has been collaborating
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’06, CAT BATES ’09, SHELBY GOLDSMITH ’14, and
MARY FORST ’16.

with her husband, artist Bartholemew Powers, on
large-scale prints based on Prismacolor pencil and
watercolor artwork. Though she continues to avidly
paint, she is now also performing and teaching circus
arts as an insured flow arts/ fire arts entertainer. She
performed at the New England Flow Fest in 2015,
and has joined an all-female professional performance
arts troupe, Luminous Fire and Flow, which performed
at the Great North Music and Arts Festival, where she
also showcased some of her paintings. Bangor Daily
News online columnist Troy Bennett wrote about
her work and posted a video of her performance.

2010s
MAX HARMON ’11 was profiled in the Portland Press
Herald’s “On the Job” section, which profiled her
work as a production designer for the local business
Flowfold, which designs and makes lightweight superstrong wallets, bags, and other products.
MAGGIE MUTH ’11 had work included in the Art Fiber

Show presented by the Hidden Ladder Collective at
Community Television Network’s UMVA Gallery in
Portland, ME. She also revisited friends in the Eastern
European country of Moldova, where she ran an art
group in 2014 and 2015.
ELLEN ROGERS ’11 had one of her sculptures added to

the permanent collection of the Stone Quarry Hill Art
Park in Cazenovia, NY. The sculpture, Requiem #1:
Elephant, is an abstract depiction of an African elephant,
and the title refers to the ongoing decimation of
elephants for the ivory in their tusks. Rogers’ previous
career as a veterinarian is a primary inspiration for her
artwork. She was an artist-in-residence at the Steel
Yard, a community maker-space for welding
and other industrial arts inProvidence, RI.
ABBETH RUSSELL ’11 provides vocals and harmonica

for the group The Bumbling Woohas, based in
Portland, ME. She contributed artwork to their
projects and digital album releases, which can
be found on Bandcamp, and is a member of the
Hidden Ladder Collective.
The fashion design and photography of L.K. WEISS
’11 was featured in Dispatch Magazine, published
in Portland, ME.

AARON PATRICK DECKER ’12, a jewelry artist, had
his first solo exhibition of work entitled Derby and
His Badges, at Ornamentum Gallery in Hudson,
NY. He was interviewed in the online publication
Art Jewelry Forum about the exhibit, which featured
childhood-related themes of toys and militarism.
DANIELLE GERBER ’12 was one of the winners of the

2016 Rising Star Competition, hosted by American
Craft Week, which selects 30 exceptional craft
artists under the age of 30 in the United States. Her
work was showcased in a special Rising Star digital
exhibit and featured in the October 2016 issue
of Handmade Business.
HANNAH SHERWOOD ’13, who has worked as a

designer for Day’s Jewelers since 2013, became
their Marketing Director. Day’s Jewelers has seven
stores in Maine and New Hampshire. Hannah
wrote a case study for Visual Magnetics Graphic
System about her application of their changeable
graphics system to the Day’s Topsham, ME, retail
store. Her business, E+H Creates, was selected
as the 2017 winner for wedding invitations and
wedding favors in Best of Weddings by The Knot,
a premier online wedding resource company.
MILES SPADONE ’13 and his sister Molly were featured

on WMTW Channel Eight’s Made in Maine segment,
produced in Portland, ME, which included a video

IN MEMORIAM
WILLIAM HENRY MASTERS (ATTENDED) ’16
William Henry Masters passed away unexpectedly at the age of 19 on January 27,
2017. He attended MECA for one year, from September 2015 through April 2016.
He is the son of Paul and Di (Bartlett) Masters and is survived by his sister Julia;
brother Sam; sisters Claire, Anna, Izzy, and Charlotte; brother-in-law Joe Dunn; and
maternal grandparents Gan and Jack Rogero. Will (or as some knew him, Henry)
was a graduate of Ridgefield High School and was the youngest public official ever
elected in the town of Ridgefield, CT, where he served proudly on the Ridgefield Youth
Commission for four years. With rose-tinted glasses, a cane, or a top hat, Will left a
strong impact on everyone. He was a quirky character who always took the time to
share a story and a laugh and he believed before the beginning of great brilliance,
there must be chaos. He did what he loved and he was loved for it. Will saw people's
souls and didn't let superficial things distract him from the essence of people.

Friends of Tanner’s from the MECA community offered the following tributes:
"Tanner's work was complex, idiosyncratic, thoughtful, and challenging. He communicated
the importance of the handmade in the digital age. Tanner embraced the most direct markmaking methods of print-carving and stamping to address design and repetition, how we
see and don't see messages in our everyday visual field. Tanner worked as a teaching
assistant in the Printmaking Department during his years at MECA. He continued to make
art and prints, including his ongoing collaborative stamp series, exhibiting throughout
New England. Tanner was a friend and collaborator to many and he will be deeply missed."
"Tanner was a very creative person who demonstrated a great love for the process of
his art making and the discovery of new sources of inspiration. As a friend and peer
I saw him always pushing his boundaries, exploring deeper into his own art while staying
enthusiastic and excited about other work around him."

TANNER E. GASCO-WIGGIN (ATTENDED) ’13
Tanner E. Gasco-Wiggin, 26, died Jan uary 26, 2017, at his home in Chester, VT. He
was born in Randolph, VT on July 3, 1990 and graduated from Springfield High School
in 2008. He attended MECA from 2008 through 2013 and became an accomplished
artist and printmaker. His work utilized printmaking processes and modes of thinking
that blended installation, photography, and sculpture. His work was included in
numerous exhibits, street events and festivals and his site-specific installation 1+1=3
was viewed by many at 475 Fore Street in Portland, ME. He cared deeply about social
and political causes and was a fierce advocate for freedom of expression. He was an
avid reader who enjoyed snowboarding, hiking, music, reading and writing poetry. He
is survived by his father, Randall Wiggin and partner Marybeth Maloney of Chester;
his mother Valerie Gasco and his stepfather Jeff Lavin of Lehigh Acres, Florida; his
paternal grandmother, Ruth Wiggin, of Rutland; his brother, Ian Gasco-Wiggin and
sister, Siera Lavin, both of Boston, Mass.; and many loving aunts, uncles, cousins, and
friends in New England and Florida. Donations in his memory can be made to the
Vermont Arts Council, Outright Vermont, or the Vermont Suicide Prevention Center.

DONNA LOUISE HODGKINS ’89
Donna Louise Hodgkins was born October 8, 1947 and died September 13, 2016 at age
68 in the Lewiston hospital where she was born. Since childhood, Donna was fascinated
by birds, insects, animals, plants, and rocks. During high school, Donna and her family
moved from Lewiston to Melbourne, Florida. She graduated from Eau Gallie High School
and returned to Maine to attend Portland School of Art (now Maine College of Art). Before
finishing college, she moved to Fayette, built a cabin in the woods, and lived there for 20
years. She worked as a shoe stitcher and designer for Farmington Shoe Factory, was active
in the Starling Grange, hiked the Appalachian Trail in Maine, and was a Morris dancer. In 1985,
Donna returned to Portland School of Art and became a printmaker, and eventually a sculptor.
She was a birdwatcher, a gardener, a cat lover, a "foodie,” and a rock hound. She loved camping
at Mooselookmeguntic Lake. She was an adventurer, travelling solo to Newfoundland and
across the USA. After graduating, Donna worked with physically and mentally challenged
adults in group homes. In recent years, she moved to Damariscotta, Maine. Living on the
edge of the woods, she continued to enjoy nature. Donna was a lifelong learner. Predeceased
by her parents, Richard and Margaret Frazier Hodgkins, and by her beloved cat, Jonesy,
Donna is survived by her sister Dale Moia, her nephew Blake Moia, and many friends.

DANIEL T. CAKE ’66 (ATTENDED)
Daniel Theodore Cake was born on August 28, 1944 in Jacksonville, NC, and passed away
on November 23, 2016 at the age of 72. A longtime resident of Auburn, ME, he lived in a
number of different states before his family settled in Hallowell. He attended Halldale High
School, studied graphic design at the Portland School of Fine Art (now MECA), then joined the
Navy, serving on a destroyer tender until receiving his honorable discharge from active duty.
Dan then began a long career as an artist, working with various media and techniques, while
employed as a graphic artist for several companies, including Geiger Bros. He liked to
experiment with different methods and subjects, but more recently was interested in
capturing the delicate feathers of songbirds, owls, and hawks. Dan was a past recipient of
the Maine Sportsman's Alliance Wild Fowl Award and enjoyed being involved with the
Lewiston-Auburn arts community, He enjoyed music and biking, was a rated long-distance

runner, and thoroughly enjoyed animals, especially his beautiful cats. Despite recent
health setbacks, he continued to paint with arthritic hands. Dan is survived by his
companion of 39 years, Karen Thompson, of Auburn; brother Jeffrey Cake of Bar Harbor;
brother Basil Cake of Augusta; sisters Nancy Checcia and Teresa Checcia, both of
England; and Leslie Flores, of Augusta, as well as many other relatives and friends.

DAHLOV IPCAR HD ’13
The renowned Maine artist Dahlov Ipcar passed away at age 99 on February 10, 2017
after spending the morning working on her artwork. Born on November 12, 1917, she
was the daughter of celebrated artists William and Marguerite Zorach, was raised in
Greenwich Village, and moved to Georgetown, Maine, with her husband Adolph in 1937,
where she raised a family on the farm where her parents had spent their summers. Best
known for her colorful paintings of farm animals and exotic creatures, her art career
included many different styles. In 2013, MECA awarded Dahlov with the Award for
Leadership as a Visual Artist and the Honorary Degree of Doctor of Fine Arts. She
generously collaborated with MECA in 2014 to create a set of woodblock prints based
on her 1961 oil painting, Odalisque, which has helped raise significant funds for student
scholarships at the College. In a career spanning more than half a century, Maine artist
Dahlov Ipcar wrote and illustrated more than 30 children's and young adult books. Her
intricate, distinctive, and fanciful artwork is known worldwide, with pieces in the collections
of numerous renowned museums, including The Metropolitan Museum of Art and the
Whitney Museum of American Art. In 2001 she received The Katahdin Award, a lifetime
achievement award from the Maine Library Association, and in 2010 she was awarded
the New England Independent Booksellers Association's prestigious President's Award
for her outstanding contribution to arts and letters. Jessica May, deputy director and chief
curator of the Portland Museum of Art, has called Ipcar “a national treasure.” In addition
to her son Charlie and his wife, Judy Barrows, she is survived by her son Robert Ipcar and
his wife, Jane Landis, as well as their children and grandchildren. A public memorial is
planned for the summer of 2017 in Georgetown.

TANNER E. GASCO-WIGGIN

profile about their new line of functional but
sophisticated home goods.
CARLIN SOOS ’14 earned his MA in Decorative Arts,
Design History, and Material Culture from the Bard
Graduate Center in New York, NY and is currently
pursuing his Ph.D in Information Studies at UCLA in
Los Angeles, CA. He also attended Rare Book School
in Charlottesville, VA.
HILLARY STUCKER ’14 completed a residency at Saratoga

Clay Arts Center in Schuylerville, NY.
DAVID TWISS ’14 had work that combined printmaking

and sculpture installed at Common Street Arts and
Common Street Arts Annex in Waterville, ME in
conjunction with the Harvest on the Square event.
DYLAN HAUSTHOR ’15 had his photographs featured in

Dispatch Magazine, published in Portland, ME, as part
of their monthly Instagram promotion. He and TYLER
GUILMETTE ’15 run a collaborative publishing company,
Wilt Press, which published Issue #1 of Wilt Magazine,
featuring 172 pages of photography, sculpture, painting,
illustration, and writing from 10 local and international
artists. Other MECA alums included in the publication
were VIVIAN EWING ’15, HANNAH PARRETT ’15, AND
BELLA PROVAN ’15.
SERENA JOYCE '15 completed a residency at Hewnoaks

Artists Colony in Lovell, ME.
ABBIE MASSO ’16 was hired full-time as an illustrator for

an educational software company in Rhode Island
called ABCya.

MFA
SUSAN BICKFORD MFA ’01 exhibited (stillness), an immersive

projected installation of videos, at the University of
Maine in Augusta where she teaches, which included
a panel discussion on art and climate change.

SIMON VAN DER VEN MFA ’01 did a residency at Haystack
Mountain School of Crafts in Deer Isle, ME, and
participated in the Midcoast Potters August Studio Tour
with three other artists.He also had two pieces selected
for the 24th annual Strictly Functional Pottery National
juried exhibit in Lancaster, PA.
AARON STEPHAN MFA ’02 was chosen by Portland Maine’s

City Council to design a public art sculpture that is part
of an overall revisioning for Portland’s Woodfords
Corner area. He was recommended for the $25,000
commission by Portland’s Public Art Committee and
the sculpture will be placed in a new plaza under
development in front of the Odd Fellows building on
Forest Avenue in Woodfords Corner, with construction
expected to begin in the summer of 2017.
LIZ SWEIBEL MFA ’03 was one of four artists whose work
was included in Lightly Structured, an exhibit of work
referencing the quality of lightness, at Sculpture Space
NYC in Long Island City, NY. Her work was also included
in the group exhibition Precarious Constructs at Venus
Art Knitting Space in Brooklyn, NY.
PETER BUOTTE MFA ’05 was hired as the new Healing

Arts Coordinator for fellow veterans at Fort Hood, TX,
as part of the Creative Forces program, a National
Endowment of the Arts military healing arts network.
REENIE CHARRIERE MFA ’09 created the waterfall
installation Splash using recycled plastic shards and
160 plastic bags filled with water collected from the
Okojobi region in northwest Iowa as part of Water
Our World, an exhibition by the GRIT collaborative at
the Pearson Lakes Art Center in Iowa that addressed
the condition of local waters. High Art Fridays, an
online artists cooperative of which she is a member,
published an online interview with her. Her work
was featured in an exhibition at Galeria Espai B in
Barcelona as part of her Hannacc Can Borni artist
residency in Penedes, Spain.

JOHN FIREMAN MFA ’14 and LAUREN TOSSWILL ’14

created the interactive sound sculpture Field, a
suspended field from which hanging plants, grasses,
and cattails seemingly grew upside down and
produced sound when they came in contact with
the human body. It was exhibited at SPACE Gallery
in Portland, ME, and featured a dance performance
with local dancers.
JUDITH SCHNEIDER MFA ’14 had a solo show in the

Fogg Lighting showroom in Portland, ME, and had
work included in a three-person exhibit at Red
Thread in Portland, ME, along with CAREN-MARIE
MICHEL ’78.

MAT
CHLOE HORIE ’15, MAT ’16 is working as an art

teacher at Waynflete School in Portland, ME.
MARANDA PARENT ’15, MAT ’16 was hired by the

Oxford Hills School District M.S.A.D. 17 as the new
Art Teach for Guy E. Rowe School in Norway, ME,
and the Otisfield Community School in Otisfield, ME.

Salt
WHIT RICHARDSON SALT ’04 was the author of
“Payday at the Mill,” a series of articles about the
bankruptcy and closure of the Great Northern Paper
Mill in East Millinocket, ME, which garnered a 2016
Loeb Award for the Portland Press Herald/Maine
Sunday Telegram. His series also led to legislative
tax credit reform on the state and federal levels.

Independent radio producers JOSEPHINE HOLTZMAN
SALT ’08 and ISAAC KESTENBAUM SALT ’08, co-creators
of the ITP-incubated project Winters Past, collaborated
with Tara DePorte of the Human Impacts Institute to
develop the Creative Climate Summit. Isaac created
Frontier of Change, a multimedia project about

climate change in Alaska and is now working on
a partnership between GroundTruth and the City
University of New York to produce a five-part podcast
series on opiate addiction in New York City.
JAMIE YUENGER SALT ’08 founded StoryKeep in 2011,

a company that produces films and books for private
families. The company has been featured in Forbes,
Cigar Aficionado, Modern Luxury, and, most recently,
the Connecticut Post.
MOLLY HALEY SALT ’09 has worked as Director of
Multimedia at The Telling Room for the past seven
years, developing curriculum and delivering
programming on radio, multimedia, and photography
to youth ages 6-18. She co-directed the Young
Writers & Leaders program for immigrant and
refugee teens there, which won national recognition
from former First Lady Michelle Obama as one of
the top 12 after-school arts programs for youth.
Her photography has been published in The Atlantic,
Poets & Writers, and Down East Magazine. She
recently gave a guest lecture at the Portland Museum
of Art and has worked on long-term photography

projects documenting the immigrant and refugee
communities in New England.

interviewed in Dispatch Magazine, published in
Portland, ME.

DAVID BERSELL SALT ’10 just published his first book,

Writers, artists, and friends HEIDI SISTARE SALT ’12
and KELLY SHETRON SALT ’12 started Two Create, a
project that explores how collaborative relationships
impact creative work and build connections between
creative people through online interviews and
conversation. Heidi, who is now a social worker and
community organizer, lives in Portland, ME, while
Kelly, a freelance writer, lives in Brooklyn, NY.

The Way I've Seen Her Ever Since, a collection of
personal essays (The Lettered Streets Press). Nashville
Notebook, his chapbook of flash essays is forthcoming
this summer from Ursus Americanus Press.
DAVID FOSTER SALT ’10 is a storytelling and photojournalism professor at Kent State University in
Kent, OH. He recently published the book Tiger
Legacy: Stories of Massillon Football, a community
storytelling project, with co-author Gary Harwood in
collaboration with seven Kent students and says his
Salt experience heavily influenced his ability to work
with students on a five-year documentary project.

ALI SCATTERGOOD SALT ’15 was hired as the
Assistant Producer and Assistant Editor for a twohour documentary film executive produced by Ken
Burns about the history and legacy of the Mayo
Clinic set to air nationally on PBS in the fall of 2018.

ELISE PEPPLE SALT ‘12 moved to Portland from Alaska

specifically to attend Salt. After teaching at MECA
she founded HearTell, a monthly storytelling program;
co-launched the public art project Portland Brick; and
worked as public engagement and outreach
coordinator for SPACE Gallery. Recently she moved
on to run Marfa Public Radio in Marfa, TX. She was

KEEP IN TOUCH
Our alumni are extremely important to
us. Send your news, suggestions, highresolution images (300 dpi minimum),
and your updated contact info to:
alums@meca.edu.

Submissions for Class Notes received
after our deadline will be considered
for inclusion in the next magazine.

Alumni Office at MECA
522 Congress Street
Portland, ME 04101
meca.edu/alumni

CONTINUING
STUDIES
Create VI, the annual Continuing Studies exhibition, takes place from August
23 to September 15, 2017 and is open to all students who have taken a class
in the last two years. The deadline to submit work is July 14, 2017. Please visit
cs.meca.edu for more information.

NEW CLASSES
Arabic Calligraphy: Arabic Language As An Art Form
taught by Kifah Abdulla
SALT Radio Storytelling: Podcasts, Ages 15–17
taught by Peter Lang-Stanton
Risograph Printing
taught by Andrew Scripter and Jimmy Viera
Beginning/Intermediate Woodworking and Furniture
taught by Joseph Lendway ’15
Guitar for Beginners taught by Nathan Kolosko
Left: Kifah Abdulla, Kufic Arabic Calligraphy, pastel and charcoal on paper, 11" x 14", 2014

MECA Board of Trustees member Kathryn Yates described her recent
experience in Kerrin’s class as transformative. “Like so many, I was
nervous to stand in public and create. But Kerrin got us up at the easel
sketching within ten minutes and I know I'm not alone in saying her
teaching skills, her humor, and her encouragement helped me
surprise myself."
Kerrin’s teaching is influenced by American develomental psychologist
Howard Gardner’s theories on multiple intelligence. She takes a multisensory approach, incorporating visual and auditory components,

Q&A

with Kerrin Parkinson

The ocean is my
subject of choice.
I’m drawn to it
in all seasons.

How do you break down a painting intensive
for an entirely new student?
I focus on tackling one thing at a time. First, I have them
work on composition through sketching. Then they establish
temperature by doing an underpainting. Next, they do a value
study -- a monochromatic study of the painting -- to establish
darks, midtones, lights, and where each belongs. After that is
finished, they premix their colors. All of these things help the
painting process become more fluid.

You aren’t just a painter. You also have a
background in freelance illustration. Can
you talk a little more about that?
I studied illustration while pursuing a BFA in Art Education at
UMass Dartmouth and then I taught high school for a number
of years. I earned my MFA in illustration from the Academy of
Art in San Francisco before moving to New York City. After six
years in New York, my partner and I decided to relocate to
Maine to be closer to the water and raise our two children.

CAPTURING THE MOMENT
MECA Continuing Studies instructor Kerrin Parkinson
not only teaches a wide range of classes— everything
from True Blue Beginning Painting to Learning to Love
to Draw — she also works with the widest range of
ages. As she jokes, “I teach from nine to 90.” Students
appreciate her approachability, warmth, and ability to
connect to their styles of learning.

“

and encourages her students to bring their whole selves to the
classroom. Last semester, for example, Kerrin had an 11 yearold student who was mathematically inclined. Kerrin saw that
he was doing math problems on the side while painting, so she
encouraged him to bring this interest into his work. Initially, he
started drawing geometrically in planes of space, but soon he
began incorporating numbers on his portrait’s eyes and eyelashes.
As someone who regularly works with youths, teens, and adults,
Kerrin does a lot of one-on-one teaching so that each student,
regardless of level, gets what they need. “I try to be really present
with my students,” she says, “as well as patient and well organized.
It’s important to be ten steps ahead.” Beloved for her approachability
and her efforts to celebrate the skill sets of all her students, Kerrin
works to counteract negative thoughts students might experience
about their art serving as a reflection of them. “The art-making
process is full of highs and lows,” she notes. “I want my students
to embrace the struggle with as much positivity as they can.” To
alleviate stress, she encourages students to email and text her
whenever they want.

Your primary focus is seascapes. What is
it about the water that appeals to you?
The ocean is my subject of choice. I’m drawn to it in all seasons.
I didn’t grow up near water, but I spent summers visiting grandparents near the shore and I was also a swimmer. I am actually
working on a secret body of paintings right now that are more
autobiographical. These are large mermaid pieces.

How often do you paint?
I draw almost everyday. I consider it therapeutic. I started when
I lived in New York City and commuted on trains. It’s just doodles,
thoughts, whatever strikes me. Then I look through these sketches
for inspiration whenever I am stuck. For the past two years, I
have been doing lots of small studies in oil. I just recently started
doing larger work again based on these studies. I really love
plein air painting and do a lot of quick studies outdoors. For me,
landscape painting is not just about love of place, it’s also about
time – trying to capture a moment: feeling, colors, light.

To find out more information on CS programming and upcoming events, visit meca.edu/cs or call 207.699.5061.
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NIK BSULLAK ’99, who has worked in the CS Program for over a decade has
been promoted to Director of Continuing Studies. EMILY PERCIVAL ’06 has
joined the team as Administrative Coordinator. LOUISE TUSKI continues in
her role as Program Coordinator.
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STAFF UPDATES

ANNUAL REPORT
OF GIVING
AS OF JUNE 30, 2016

We are pleased to present the
Annual Report of Giving for MECA
to acknowledge and thank donors
for gifts made between July 1, 2015
and June 30, 2016, which totaled:

$1,587,283
Gifts to MECA allow us to educate artists for life.
We are deeply grateful for every donor who
supports our students and their future as artists.
Thank you for supporting our mission last year
and, if you have not already given this year,
please make your gift by June 30, 2017 to join
our amazing donor roster!

REBECCA SWANSON CONRAD
A TIRELESS ADVOCATE FOR MECA
In March of 2017, Rebecca Swanson Conrad
left her role as Vice President of Advancement
and College Relations at MECA to become
the new president and CEO of the Lewiston
Auburn Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce.
Beckie worked at MECA for the last decade,
during which time she demonstrated
exceptional leadership in managing fundraising
for the College during times of major
transitions and facility expansions, as well as
advancing the Artists at Work and Continuing
Studies programs. During her tenure, MECA’s
endowment grew from $3.8 to more than $6
million, and the Annual Fund increased by 18%.
Major gifts from Roxanne Quimby, the Bob
Crewe Foundation, and other donors were
secured to fund new programs at MECA
and assure fundraising goals were met.
Beckie also launched the Porteous Society,
which recognizes and cultivates new donors
who contribute $2,000 or more to MECA.
The Lewiston Auburn Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce offers networking
events, professional development opportunities, practical resources, and
educational scholarships to help professionals advance and businesses of all
sizes grow. Beckie has deep roots in the L/A community. She is the former owner
of Rÿsen Home Garden & Antiques, a retail gallery in downtown Auburn that
promoted local art and responsibly made products in support of international
women’s economic development. She spent 21 years in higher education
administration at Bates College, and served there as executive director of LA
Excels, a nonprofit community development partnership with a focus on arts,
educational aspirations and economic revitalization. She has served as chair of
the Lewiston Auburn Economic Growth Council and as vice-chair of the Maine
Arts Commission, among many other volunteer board roles. Beckie lives in Auburn
with her husband Austin and cat Charlie Mingus.

$100,000 and above
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The Bob Crewe Foundation
Daniel N. Crewe
Dr. Edward M. Friedman ’08
and Carole Joyce Friedman
Cyrus and Patricia Hagge

●●

●●

●●
●●
●●

$20,000 and above
●●
●●
●●
●●

The Davis Family Foundation
E. Kent Gordon
Deborah Spring Reed
Liliane Willens

$10,000 and above
●●

●●
●●
●●
●●
●●
●●

Joan and Dan Amory through the Fiddler
Fund of the Maine Community Foundation
Diversified Communications
The Evergreen Foundation
Flavia Mansk
Mr. David E. Shaw Hon. DFA '16
Bill and Jacky Thornton
Katherine Yates

$5,000 and above
●●
●●
●●
●●

●●

●●

The Estate of Mary A. August
Jane G. Briggs
Debra Dustin Fuller and Dan Fuller
Roger Gilmore Hon. DFA '02
and Betty Gilmore
The Holt Family Fund of the
Maine Community Foundation
The Roy A. Hunt Foundation

●●

●●
●●
●●
●●
●●
●●

The William Sloane Jelin
Charitable Foundation
Helen & George Ladd
Charitable Corporation
Macpage LLC
Margaret and Mason Morfit
Mr. and Mrs. Malcolm P. Rogers
Susan Schraft, M. D., and
Richard S. Berne
TD Bank, N.A.
The VIA Agency
Katharine J. Watson
Brian Wilk '95 and Linda Lorenzo '95
Caron Zand and Donald L. Head
Anonymous
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The Anderson Family Foundation
Heidi Bement
Bernstein Shur
Jim and Julia Brady
Ronald Buford
Rebecca Swanson Conrad
The Harry E. Cummings Charitable Trust
Mr. and Mrs. Richard E. Curran, Jr.
Bernard M. Devine
William R. Dill Hon. DFA '14 and Jean Dill
Bob and Debby Dluhy
Anne Dustin P ’81
Hasbro, Inc. Matching Gifts Program
HeadInvest
Candace Pilk Karu Hon. DFA '13
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●●
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●●
●●
●●

●●
●●
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●●
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●●

●●

●●
●●

●●
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●●

Mark and Meredith Koerner P ’16
Margaret Lawrence '93
Michael Elliot Lewis P ’16
Edward and Cheryl Nelson P ’17
Sally Ng
Anne and Vincent Oliviero
through the Arthur W.
Purdue Foundation, Inc.
Sam and Teresa Pierce
Dan and Nancy Poteet
The Rines/Thompson Fund of the
Maine Community Foundation
Celeste Roberge ’79
Donna Roggenthien and
Ronald Leeking
John Ryan and Jenny Potter Scheu
Mary L. Schendel and
Philip H. Gleason
Seeds of Peace Maine
Peter Sheldon Hon. DFA '82
and Ann Sheldon
The Phineas W. Sprague
Memorial Foundation
Carolyn H. Thomas
Towers Watson Matching
Gifts Program
Don Tuski
UNUM Matching Gifts Program
Brad and Ann Willauer
●● Bill and Patty Zimmerman through
a Component Fund of the Maine
Community Foundation
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The Porteous Society

Maine College of Art’s Porteous Society
recognizes supporters who make any
gifts of $2,000 or more each year to any
purpose at the College. Gifts at this level
demonstrate that donors share MECA’s
commitment to providing students with
the tools they need to take risks, think
critically, and work creatively to become
the next generation of artists and thinkers.
Members of the Porteous Society receive
periodic newsletters from the President
and are invited to special MECA events.

$1,000 and above
●●

Angela Adams

●●

Ahmed Alsoudani ’05

●●

Bank of America

●●

The Edwin and Cornelia Greaves
Bates Fund of the Maine
Community Foundation

●●

Neil and Elise Wallace

●●

The Woodside Foundation,
Henry and Linda Laughlin

●●

Wright-Ryan Construction, Inc.

●●

Paula and Jamie Zeitlin

$500 and above

$250 and above
Art Mart

●●

Marya Faust

●●

South Street Linen, LLC

Stephen and Joan Fitzhugh P ’05

●●

Marian L. Baker and
Christopher Wriggins

●●

●●

Priscilla Stevens '84*

●●

Linda Fortunato

●●

Stephen Sunenblick '86 and
Mary Beth Sunenblick

●●

Julie Freund '81 and Daniel Freund

Michael Thompson and
Theresa McNally P ’14

●●

Teri L. Gabis MFA '01

●●

Mark Gadzik P ’19

●●

Alina S. Gallo MFA '08

●●

Daniel Gardner

●●

Lisa Gent

●●

Donna M. Genthe

●●

Kathleen Giles

●●

Dr. and Mrs. Bernard Givertz

●●

Peggy Greenhut Golden

●●

●●

Greta Bank
Lisabeth Freise Barrett '88

●●

Christine Beneman

●●

●●

●●

Donald B. Best '81

Ian C. Anderson and Kari
E. Radasch '97

The Baxter International Foundation
Matching Gifts Program

●●

Mr. and Mrs. John C. Brewer

●●

●●

Sissy and Sandy Buck

●●

●●

Anne E. Buckwalter MFA '12

●●

Paul Bonneau

●●

Steven D. Campbell

●●

●●

Casco Bay Vending

Allison Brown '01 and
Blakeslee Brown

●●

J.B. Brown & Sons

●●

Dolly Chapin

●●

Addison de Lisle '11

●●

Tom and Kate Chappell

●●

Annette and Rob Elowitch

The Gene R. Cohen
Charitable Foundation

●●
●●

James Chute
Seth A. Clayter and
Nicole Cherbuliez

●●

Chad Creighton '12

●●

The Honorable Howard H. Dana, Jr.
Hon. DFA '85 and Susan B. Dana

●●

Julie Crane '86

●●

Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Coleman, Jr.

●●

Michael Fillyaw Photography

●●

Natalie DeCristofaro

●●

W. Russell Cox

●●

Craig and Dolly Foster

●●

Designtex

●●

Diane Dahlke

●●

●●

Roderick L. Dew '80, MFA '00

●●

Charles de Sieyes and Carol Ward

Carol A. Grape '78 and
Michael P. D’Innocente

Michel E. Droge MFA '10

●●

Raffi Der Simonian

●●

●●

Betsy and Tom Elliman

●●

Elizabeth Elicker

●●

●●

Helen and David Fitz

●●

Barbara M. Goodbody

●●

●●

Willard Hertz

Kathleen Galligan

●●

Constance Hayes '80 Hon. DFA
'03 and George Terrien

●●

Alison D. Hildreth '76 and
Horace A. Hildreth, Jr.

Steven F. Hayes

●●

Jamie Hogan and Martin Braun

●●

Ineke Heinhuis-Schair

●●

Mark Johnson and Lucy Breslin

●●

Alice W. Ingraham

●●

●●
●●

The Estate of Susan P. Goodrich

●●

Fen and Marshall Green

●●

Judy Hamlin '82 and
Gordon Hamlin

●●

●●

The Hanover Insurance Group

●●

Margaret M. Lawler-Rohner

●●

Ralph and Katherine Harding

●●

Tana Leonhart

●●

Harvard Pilgrim Health Care

●●

●●

Laura F. Hesselink

The Second Abraham S. and
Fannie B. Levey Foundation

●●

Betsy and Christopher M.
Hunt Hon. DFA '13

●●

Anne M. Ireland '94 and
Kenneth M. Cole III

Meikle Patch P ’98

Russell B. Pierce, Jr.

Lucia N. B. Connelly '75*

●●

The Assurant Foundation

Ayumi Horie

Robbi Fritz Portella '87

●●

●●

Mr. and Mrs. Louis C. Pfeifle

●●

Maysey Craddock '03

●●

Katharine Ayer '98

Jennifer Ragan Hubbell

Phoebe M. Porteous

●●

●●

Deborah Pillatsch

●●

Julie M. Hahn Cunningham '00

●●

●●

James Baker and Laura Dixon

Wheaton and Elinor Hudson

Gaetano and Phebe Quattrucci

●●

●●

Annabel Powers

●●

Jill H. Dalton '99 and Aela Paterno

●●

Sally and Ronald Bancroft

●●

Claudia Hughes

Hilary Robbins

●●

●●

Mr. and Mrs. Lance M. Prichard

●●

Jennifer Davis

●●

Denise Karabinus '99
and Trimbak Telang

Andrew Barlow '85

●●

Erin Hutton '98 and Matt Hutton

Mary L. Rodgers '11

●●

●●

Andrea Raynor '92

●●

Marion Davis

●●

Mr. and Mrs. Dan Barrett

●●

Janet Hyland and Ann Hinkle

Ellen J. Rogers '11

●●

●●

Natalie Reed '13

●●

Lea N. DeForest '07

●●

Steve and Polly Larned

●●

Hilary D. Bassett

●●

Eric Jermyn

Joan & Gregory Rogers

●●

●●

Andrea Reising MAT ’16

●●

David and Roberta deGrandis P ’05

●●

●●

Nancy Larsen

●●

Cat E. Bates '09

●●

Kate Kaminski

●●

Richard K. Renner

●●

Nicholas Downing

Gergana Rupchina '98, MAT '17
and Robert Wilsterman

●●

Alison Leavitt

●●

Mary Jane Benson

●●

Judy and Jeff Kane

●●

Justin Richel '02

●●

Jodi L. Ferry '14

●●

Suzanne Strempek Shea '80

Chris Berry

●●

Timothy Kane and Beth George

●●

Gary and Jenny Rodgers P ’11

●●

June Fitzpatrick

●●

Stacy M. Sherman '08

Hannah Boone '16

●●

Jay and Frances Kelley

●●

Frank and Susan Ruch

●●

Barbara Ritchie Fixaris '58

●●

Ursula and William Slavick

Valerie J. Botter P ’16

●●

Brooke King

●●

Stephen J. Schiffman

●●

Mr. and Mrs. Dale Frantz P ’16

●●

Erin Smith

Carolyn B. Branson

●●

Patty Lage

●●

Douglas C. Schnapp

●●

Susan Gibbons

●●

Robert Smith P ’19

Risa E. Bridges-Hall

●●

Jean O. Langer '78 and
Michael G. Langer

●●

The Schneider Electric North
American Foundation

●●

Ms. Pauline Gobeil '81

●●

Gail Spaien

Amy and Martin Grohman

●●

Dawn L. Stanley '62

●●

Ms. Joan S. Lee

●●

●●

David Schuttler P ’19

Mark D. Grover, Ph.D.

●●

●●

Lauren M. Leveque '01

●●

●●

Carley and Barry Smith

Barbara Harrison

Robert E. Stevens, Esq. and
Kathleen Sullivan

●●

Rob Licht '84

●●

●●

Joan Smith Hon. DFA '01
and Duncan Smith

Andrew Herrschaft ’88 and
Terri Petnov

●●

John C. and Lisa L. Taitano P ’16

Megan Lloyd

●●

●●

●●

Gina Tangney

●●

The LMNOP Parliament Fund

●●

Elizabeth Hunter

●●

Catherine G. Taylor '82

●●

Ted Lott '06

Ann Thompson '06*

●●

Honour Mack

●●

Adrea L. Jaehnig and
Heidi M. Parker

●●

Seth and Laura Sprague

●●

●●

Tracy Mastro '91

●●

James Stevenson

Dr. Philip P. Thompson, Jr.

●●

●●

Wendy Kaye

●●

Robin McCarthy '87
and Ted McCarthy

●●

Brett Stewart

Prudence R. Todd

●●

●●

Sharon Kimball

●●

Jessica Teesdale

Ann Tracy

●●

●●

Leah Kruger

●●

Timothy McDowell P ’17

●●

Mr. and Mrs. John D. Tewhey

Jamie Ungar

●●

●●

James and Valerie Lane P ’92

●●

Susan and Frank McGinty P ’08

●●

Nathaniel Thompson

Jeremy Usher

●●

●●

Theda Lyden

●●

Sarah R. McIntyre '07

●●

Cecilia M. Vazquez '18

Michael C. Welch '68

●●

●●

Nancy MacCausland

●●

●●

Samuel R. Mechanic P ’13

●●

Christine J. Vincent

●●

Janet B. Macleod

Dr. and Mrs. Robert
Wilsterman P ’13

●●

Ariana Melzer

●●

Annie Wadleigh

●●

Estelle S. Maillet '59*

●●

Reverend Mary Zachary-Lang

●●

The Merchant Company

●●

Palmer Walbridge Foundation

●●

Al Mallette and Faith Oker P ’10

●●

Jasmine A. Zateeny '00

●●

Roger and Margot Milliken

●●

Kay White

●●

●●

Anonymous

●●

Kent and Ann Mohnkern

●●

Margaret and Skip Wilkis

Mr. and Mrs. Russell
Mamone P ’04

●●

Scott R. K. Moore '78 and
Kathleen Goldner

●●

Linda Thorndike Williams

●●

Kate and Jack Mann
Mary Jo Marquis

●●
●●

Grace Nelson '82

●●

●●

June M. McCormack

●●

Tina Petra

●●

●●

Hugh McCormick and Joyce
Norton-McCormick P ’15

●●

Elizabeth Prior '82

●●

Kathleen Sandberg P ’02

●●

Carter L. Shappy ’15

●●

Maia T. Snow '13

●●

Tim Soley and Maria Gallace

●●

Phil Stevens '91

●●

Mike Stiler

Dietlind J. Vander Schaaf
and Kelly Palomera

●●

●●

●●

●●

Claude Caswell

Jeff and Sarah Peterson

Suzi Osher

Cynthia Thompson and
Matthew Rawdon

●●

●●

●●

●●

Peggy and Harold Osher

Kevin P. Hocker

●●

Monte and Anne Wallace

Constance Panetski

●●

●●

Colby Myer

●●

Shannon Haggett P ’19

Edith Armstrong and Gary Lehy

Adam J. Manley

Spinnaker Trust

●●

●●

●●

Mr. and Mrs. Richard A. Spencer

Casco Bay Frames and Gallery

Joan-Marie Permison MFA ’06

●●

●●

●●

●●

Norway Savings Bank

●●

Nora A. Ordway

Clara Cohen

●●

Susan Tureen '96

Edith M. Ouellette P ’90

●●

●●

Katie Murphy '91 and Peter Lindsay

●●

●●

Emily Percival '06

●●

Ann C. Slocum P ’81

●●

James Cannon '90

●●

The Maine Community Foundation

●●

Ellen A Gutekunst '82

William Edward Ottowitz

●●

Chake Higgison

●●

Townsend Real Estate

●●

●●

Matthew P. O’Donnell '70*

●●

Margareta McDonald

●●

●●

Leon Anderson '83

●●

The Simmons Foundation, Inc.

Linda Green

Joan Campbell

●●

●●

●●

●●

Emily D. Norton '07

●●

Maureen Patrick '11

●●

Melissa and Liam Sullivan

Judith O’Donnell

New York Life

●●

●●

Eli Lilly and Company
Matching Gifts Program

●●

●●

●●

Sue Berg MFA ’01

Diane Chicoine

Northeast Delta Dental

Peter and Elizabeth Roos P ’19

Sara Gray

Alisa Benfey

●●

●●

John Powers '95 and Leika Powers

$100 and above

●●

Peggy Pennoyer

The Maine Arts Commission

●●

Carrie McFaul Zeisse '92 and
Brook Zeisse '92

●●

Diane and Kyle Noble

●●

●●

●●

●●

Nicholas F. Zalisk '07

Vanessa Nesvig

●●

Jane E. Higgins '86*

Kenneth and Mary P. Nelson

Claudia and Harold Pachios

●●

●●

Morgan Stanley
Community Affairs

●●

●●

●●

Anne Marie Wudarski

Kyle and Stephen Atwell

William and Elaine Ambrose P ’06

Mary Allen Lindemann

Tessa G. O’Brien MFA '16

●●

●●

Iva I. Milovanovic '16

●●

●●

●●

●●

Sally M. Wigon

●●

●●

●●

John and Anne O’Brien P ’07

●●

$99 and above

Merle Nelson Hon. DFA '04
and Leonard Nelson

Mr. and Mrs. Joshua S. Chasan P ’16

of the New Hampshire
Charitable Foundation

Northern Benefits

Diana J. Washburn

Pamela A. Moulton

●●

●●

●●

●●

●●

●●

Stephen Pannone '81

●●

●●

Kathryn and Peter Wagner

●●

●●

●●

●●

Judith R. Valentine '78

Edwin and Cynthia Heisler

Liberty Mutual Group

●●

●●

Louise Tuski

●●

Barbara Rita Jenny MFA '02 and
the Robert J. Jenny Memorial Fund

●●

●●

Please let us know so we may correct our error. Please contact Annie Wadleigh,
Assistant Director of Development, at 207-699-5015 or advancement@meca.edu
with any corrections or questions about the AROG, Annual Fund gifts, restricted
gifts, planned gifts, charitable bequests, or other information, or visit us online at
meca.edu/advancement.

Janice Adler

●●

Maine Recycling Corp.

●●

Every gift is important to us and we strive to keep accurate records.
We apologize if we inadvertently omitted or misspelled any names.

●●

●●

●●

Margaret Fast

●●

●●

●●

Hélène Farrar

●●

John Smedley and Carole
Parker P ’17

Judith Allen-Efstathiou

Mr. and Mrs. Paul G. Clancy

James Faria P ’17

●●

●●

●●

●●

●●

Cary Slocum '81

Linda Armirotto and D.
Lance Tillinghast P ’16

Terry Beckman

Michael and Nancy Beebe

Scott Simons Architects

●●

●●

●●

Jane Banquer and Norm Proulx

●●

●●

Elizabeth Halliday
Lindsay Hancock

Sara E. Lewis
Mary Libby
Anthony Mancini, Inc.
Mark Marchesi '99
Bethany T. Mateosian
Warren McKeon
Betsy McLellan
Caren Marie Michel '78
and Alfred Michel
Blaine D. Moores
Philip E. Moriarty
Jeremy Moser and Laura Kittle
The Charles Stewart
Mott Foundation
Diane C. Neal

●●
●●

●●
●●
●●
●●
●●
●●
●●

Thomas Butler
Linda Cain

●●

Maria and Keith Canning

●●

Rachel Chaya Caron '99

●●

Ari Chasan '16

●●

Asherah Cinnamon '08

●●

Mary Ann Cleary

●●

Carolyn L. Collins

●●

Scott D. Collins

●●

Corey and Company

●●

Catherine Z. Cummins P ’05

●●

Mr. and Mrs. Eliot R. Cutler

●●

William P. Daley Hon. DFA '93
and Catherine Daley

●●

Diane Nichols

●●

Frank A. Niles

●●

Jeffrey M. Noel '85

●●

Amy Nolan and James Osborn

●●

Lori B. Pecor

●●

Beth De Tine

●●

Scott Peterman ’96*

●●

Catherine S. D’Ignazio MFA '05

●●

Kathleen Donkin

●●

Petruccelli, Martin & Haddow, LLP

●●

Nancy Dustin Phillips

●●

Jane Dwyer P ’18

●●

Shannon Rankin '97

●●

Deborah and Stuart Eisenberg

●●

Timothy F. Reimensnyder '84 and
Marie C. Reimensnyder '82

●●

Amy Vander Els

●●

Linda and Sam Emerson

●●

Anne M. Emlein

●●

The Esurance Matching
Gifts Program

●●

Louisa Wickard

●●

LoLisa M. Windover P ’18

●●

●●

Anonymous (2)

John Robinson

●●

Morgan R. Sayer '98

●●

Judith W. Schneider MFA '14

●●

Rebecca Waxman Sneed
and Doug Sneed

●●

Fiona Wilson

●●

●●

Judith and Lucien Morin

●●

Mr. and Mrs. Lyndel J. Wishcamper

●●

George M. Manyan

●●

Betsey Morrell

●●

David Wood Clothiers

●●

Faith E. McLean

●●

Clinton E. Morse P ’14

●●

Anonymous (3)

●●

Erjon Metohu and Eri Design

* Attended
Deceased

·

1882 SOCIETY

■■
■■
■■
■■
■■

Maine College of Art’s 1882 Society gratefully recognizes
individuals who have made arrangements for the College
in their estate plans.

■■
■■
■■
■■

Lisabeth F. Barrett '88
Veronica Benning ●
Jane Briggs
Douglas R. Coleman, Jr.
Allerton Cushman
Roderick Dew '80, MFA ’00
Robert Diamante '93
Jo Orise Dodge
Roger Gilmore Hon. DFA '02

■■

■■
■■

■■
■■
■■
■■

Constance Hayes '80 Hon. DFA ’03
and George Terrien
Alison D. Hildreth '76
Albert C. Hubbard and
Christopher Deane
Candace Pilk Karu Hon. DFA ’13
Grace Nelson '82
Lorraine Lazzari
Marta Morse

■■
■■

■■
■■
■■
■■
■■

Deborah Spring Reed
Joan Fowler Smith Hon. DFA '01
and Duncan Smith
Katy Stenhouse '91
Carl Benton Straub
Dr. Philip Thompson, Jr. Hon. DFA ’91
Susan H. Webster
Caron C. Zand

· Deceased

It is especially meaningful for Maine College of Art to be the recipient of gifts that commemorate
a family member, classmate, faculty member, or friend of the College.

COMMEMORATIVE GIFTS

TRIBUTE GIFTS

IN PERPETUITY

In Memory of Joe Guertin

In Honor of Kenneth M. Cole, III

• Jeffrey M. Noel '85

• Norway Savings Bank

In Memory of Amanda

In Honor of Megan Labbie '13

• Matthews MFA ’05

• John C. and Lisa L. Taitano P ’13

Joan-Marie Permison MFA ’06

In Honor of Stuart H. Lane '92

The following gifts made between
July 1, 2015 and June 30, 2016 to Maine
College of Art’s endowment benefit the
College in perpetuity and provide annual
income for scholarships and designated
operating support.

• Catherine S. D’Ignazio MFA'05

• James and Valerie Lane P ’92

In Memory of Patrick J. O’Brien '07

In Honor of Scott Nash and

• John and Anne O’Brien P ’07

• Jamie Hogan

In Memory of Patti Sandberg '02

• Bill and Patty Zimmerman
through a Component Fund
of the Maine Community Foundation

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Andrew Barlow '85
Daniel Gardner
Mark Johnson and Lucy Breslin
Jay and Frances Kelley
Warren McKeon
The Merchant Company
Elizabeth Prior '82
Kathleen Sandberg P ’02
Jamie Ungar
Annie M. Wadleigh
Anne Marie Wudarski

In Memory of Deedee Schwartz
• Leonard and Merle Nelson

To the Belvedere Endowed Fund
for Professional Development
• Cyrus and Patricia Hagge

To the Edward M. and Carole J. Friedman
Endowed Fund for Undergraduate
Professional Development
• Dr. Edward M. Friedman '08 and

Mrs. Carole J. Friedman
To the Beatrice Gilmore Endowed Scholarship
• Roger Gilmore Hon. DFA '02 and Betty Gilmore

To the E. Kent and Beatrice Gordon
Endowed Scholarship
• E. Kent Gordon

To the Mildred A. & Harold P.
Nelson Endowed Scholarship
• Barbara Harrison, In Memory of

Morris and Sylvia Greenberg
Leonard and Merle Nelson

NEW ENDOWMENTS
The following gifts made between July 1,
2015 and June 30, 2016 established new
endowments at Maine College of Art.
The Pre-College Endowed Scholarship

In Honor of Gezim Panariti

To the Margaret Coleman Brown
Endowed Memorial Scholarship

To the Winslow Homer Endowed Scholarship

• The Estate of Susan P. Goodrich

• Joan and Gregory Rogers

• Mr. and Mrs. Douglas R. Coleman, Jr.

• Brad and Ann Willauer

• Flavia Mansk

To the Alfred J. Lazzari, Jr. Endowed
Memorial Scholarship

The Deborah Spring Reed
Endowed Scholarship

• Lorraine Lazzari, In Memory of Lynn Corcoran

• Deborah Spring Reed

Nancy Dustin Phillips

To the Diane Nolan Endowed Scholarship

Anonymous

• Amy Nolan and James Osborn

The Liliane Willens Writing
Minor Endowed Fund

In Honor of Will Thompson '14
• Michael Thompson and Theresa
McNally P '14
In Honor of Zane Tillinghast P ’16
• Linda Armirotto and D. Lance
Tillinghast P ’16

To the James Dustin '81
Endowed Scholarship
• Anne Dustin P '81

Victoria Nolan and Clark Crolius

• Liliane Willens

SUMMER ART SALE 2017

–build your art collection / make a difference

THURSDAY, JUNE 29 • FRIDAY, JUNE 30 •
10AM-6PM
Don’t miss Collect, MECA’s 2017 invitational art
sale, featuring the work of MECA faculty, alumni,
staff, students, and friends. Build your collection
while making a difference - a portion of each sale
benefits MECA’s Student Scholarship Fund.
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Making a gift online is fast, easy,
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and secure
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MECA Annual Giving Program
MECA
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MECA
Annual Giving Program
2016–2017
522 Congress St. Portland, ME 04101
2016–2017
522
Congress@St.
Portland,207.775.5098
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meca.edu
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Congress St.
Portland,207.775.5098
ME 04101
meca.edu
advancement
@
advancement@meca.edu 207.775.5098

meca.edu/collect

AMERICAN GENRE:
CONTEMPORARY PAINTING
The Institute of Contemporary Art at Maine College of Art is
pleased to bring American Genre: Contemporary Painting to MECA
this summer. Curated by artist, writer, and curator Michelle Grabner,
who is the Crown Family Professor of Art at the School of the Art
Institute of Chicago, this exhibition is built on a triad of traditional
painting genres, including still life, landscape, and portraiture.
Fifty paintings by 50 American artists offer a critical balance to the
conditions of atemporality, affected responses, and the material
turn currently shaping much of contemporary painting discourse.
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The exhibit opens with a public reception from 5:00-8:00pm on
July 20 and closes with a one-day symposium with a panel discussion
moderated by Barry Schwabsky on September 15, 2017.

For more information, contact:
Erin Hutton, Director of Exhibitions
and Special Projects at 207.699.5025
or ehutton@meca.edu.
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Dana DeGiulio, Citizens, oil on canvas, 25” x 19”, 2015
Dana DeGiulio, Citizens, oil on canvas, 25” x 19”, 2015
Dana DeGiulio, Citizens, oil on canvas, 25” x 19”, 2015
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522 CONGRESS STREET
PORTLAND, MAINE 04101

MFA VISITING ARTIST LECTURE SERIES

WHAT'S ON DECK IN THE ICA?
MFA Thesis Exhibition 2017

6.19.17
JESSE SMALL

7.17.17
BRANDON ALVENDIA

Los Angeles sculptor

Chicago artist, curator,
and educator

Maine Startup and Create Week

6.26.17
KEITH BOADWEE

MECA's COLLECT Art Sale

6.26.17
TAMARA GONZALES
New York abstract painter

Multidisciplinary artist

7.5.17
RUTH ERICKSON
Boston curator and critic

7.10.17
ROSE MARASCO
Boston curator and critic

7.31.17
SONYA CLARK
Multimedia artist

May 12 - June 9, 2017
June 19 - 23, 2017

To Benefit Student Scholarships
June 29 - July 1, 2017

American Genre: Contemporary Painting
Curated by Michelle Grabner
July 20 - September 15, 2017

Exhibition Opening
Thursday, July 20, 5:00-8:00pm

meca.edu/mfa

Symposium
Friday, September 15, 2017

Confabulations of Millenia
MEDIA SPONSOR

All lectures are at 5:30pm
in Osher Hall at MECA.
Free and open to the public.
Call 207.699.5010 for more
information.

Curated by Richard Saja
October 6 - December 8, 2017

Exhibition Opening
Friday, October 6, 2017

meca.edu/ica

