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Published twice a year, the goal of this publication 
is to instill institutional pride by informing and 
engaging students, alumni, faculty, staff, trustees, 
and friends of the MECA community about  
exciting developments on campus and around 
the world. We encourage you to submit feedback,  
news, class notes, and story ideas for consideration 
to news@meca.edu.
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I am delighted to have this chance to introduce myself to the larger 
Maine College of Art community! I joined MECA in late August as 
the new Chair of Academic Studies. The last few months have been 
full of exciting opportunities and compelling challenges.  
 
As we know, the artistic process entails a dynamic exchange between 
the intimate and the intellectual. This exchange results in objects and 
expressions that create a poignant record of humanity’s encounter 
with history. In other words, the role of artists within the larger frame 
of culture is both vital and fundamental and the responsibility for 
educating them is no small undertaking. At MECA, Academic Studies 
is an important component of this process. 
 
The philosopher Gilles Deleuze once described writing as something 
that occurs at the very limits of knowledge because this is where ideas 
open and creativity enters discourse, making room for the unknown. 
In Academic Studies, we are encouraging students to embrace the 
uneasiness of not knowing the right answer so that they can learn 
something new.  
 
Academic Studies is refashioning the liberal arts curriculum in order to 
make it function more like a generative tool in the studio. This means 
transforming knowledge into a form of raw material that can shape 
compositions and critically inform the perspective of an artwork. It 
means promoting academic models that encourage students to think 
through their ideas in direct dialogue with a wide range of scholars 
and artists. In fact, when art history is seen from this perspective, it 
becomes a huge field of potential collaborators who have left behind 
countless unfinished or incomplete ideas. Likewise, world history and 
social studies become rife with stories that need to be acknowledged 
and more critically considered through the poetic and exacting lens 
that only art, created by artists, designers, and soon, musicians,  
can provide.
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FROM MARIE SHURKUS

Dear Students, Alumni, Family and Friends,

where ideas open  
and creativity enters



THE ART  

OF MUSIC
Seeing Sound at MECA

By Associate Professor of Liberal Arts Claude Caswell and 
Marketing + Communications Director Raffi Der Simonian
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AT A GLANCE | MUSIC PROGRAM

35,000 sq. ft.
OF USABLE SPACE FOR  
STUDENTS IN THE LOWER LEVEL.

The fusion of music and art at MECA is a match made 
in heaven, or at least in Newark, New Jersey, where 
Bob Crewe grew up. The path from Newark to Portland, 
Maine, may seem unlikely, but serendipity works in 
mysterious ways. Because of the extraordinary career of 
Bob Crewe, and his brother Dan’s generosity, the Bob 
Crewe Program in Art and Music is now an integral and 
uniquely innovative part of the MECA experience.  

Dan Crewe has served on MECA’s Board of Trustees since 2011. Dan is the 
devoted brother of Bob Crewe, the writer/producer of many of the American 
rock and pop group The Four Seasons’ greatest hits: “Sherry,” “Big Girls Don’t 
Cry,” “Walk Like a Man,” “Can’t Take My Eyes Off You”—to name only a few. 
Bob also wrote songs that were later covered by Bob Dylan, Michael Jackson, 
Herman’s Hermits, and Roberta Flack. Bob’s protean talent as a songwriter 
and sound studio wizard has long been recognized and celebrated in America’s 
professional music scene, and Dan wanted to honor Bob and preserve his 
legacy by nurturing young musicians.

Through Dan’s friendship with MECA’s President, Don Tuski, and their shared 
vision for a music program at MECA, a unique opportunity for MECA wasborn. 
Dan donated an unprecedented $3 million to MECA to institute a music minor 
option for MECA students. Along with funding a state-of-the-art sound studio, 
music practice rooms, and classrooms, Dan Crewe's gift from the Bob Crewe 
Foundation has also created the Bob Crewe Gallery, featuring artifacts and 
memorabilia from Bob’s life and career.

institute a music minor option for MECA students. Along with funding a state 
of the art sound studio, music practice rooms, and classrooms, Dan’s gift from 
the Bob Crewe Foundation has also created the Bob Crewe Gallery, featuring 
artifacts and memorabilia from Bob’s life and career.

HIGHLIGHTS

New state-of-the-art recording studio features  

an Avid S6 Mixing Console 

thought to be the only one in New England—  
the closest one is used at SNL Studios in NYC.

The space was engineered to neutralize sound  
and create an optimal environment for sound  
recording.

+

+

SAMPLE COURSES

History of Contemporary Music
Applied Theory Through Composition
Music Business and Management
Ethnomusicology
Sound and Color

+
+
+
+
+

“I strongly believe in creativity and how different 
art forms interact to create something unique. I 
believe my brother Bob’s career demonstrates this 
in a powerful way. The Bob Crewe Foundation and 
Maine College of Art are embarking on something 
really special and original in academia by blending 
the two areas with an evolutionary design.”

— MECA TRUSTEE DAN CREWE

The Bob Crewe Foundation awarded a gift of 

$3 million  
in April of 2014, to establish a new area of  
study that explores the intersection between art  
and music.

Dan Crewe (current MECA trustee) was younger 
brother and business partner to Bob Crewe 
throughout the majority of Bob's illustrious music  
career.

The impetus for the new program was conceived  
after identifying the staggering number of  
professional musicians who had backgrounds 
in visual arts.

+

+

+

OVERVIEW



When Dan Crewe and President Don Tuski presented the fledgling 
program to the public at a news conference in 2013, Dan set a 
compelling and modest tone of inspired philanthropy. “There is no 
agenda,” Dan said, “No preconceived direction. Let MECA’s future 
artist-musicians create the program and take it wherever their 
creative genius leads.”

The connection between art and music, specifically art students 
and musicians, has long been known, if only haphazardly reported. 
Some of the 20th century’s most iconic pop stars originally went to 
art school, eventually blasting off into music but never abandoning 
their artistic skills and practice: John Lennon (painting), Jerry Garcia 
(illustration), Freddie Mercury (graphic design), Pete Townshend 
(graphic design), Kanye West (visual arts), Rob Zombie (visual arts), 
and Ian Anderson of Jethro Tull (fine arts), to name only a small  
fraction of the more recognizable names. The art/music crossover 
is so obvious that it has frequently been missed. 

Bob Crewe himself went to Parsons School of Design in NYC and 
his visual art practice was an inspiration for his music. Besides his 
brilliant music career, Bob designed a number of album covers and 
had many acclaimed one-person gallery showings of his paintings.

"Students have been stopping by the 
music department since day one, just 
asking to play the instruments.  It’s great 
that everyone wants to be involved."

Steve Drown, MECA’s new Assistant Professor of Music, in  
the newly launched Bob Crewe Program in Art and Music,  
has been an independent recording engineer for the last  
21 years and a professional musician for nearly 30. He has  
a BM in music production and engineering from Berklee  
College of Music and works as an engineer at The Studio, 
which provides state-of-the-art recording, digital editing and 
more in downtown Portland. Steve’s forte is making good 

“Being a professional musician has seemed 
like a pipe dream in the past, but after 
spending a semester behind the mixing 
boards and microphones, my dream seems 
very tangible. So far I’ve recorded three 
songs in the studio, each song sicker than 
the last, as they shall continue to be until 
I create the coolest song of all time.

— PEER PRESCOTT ’18

musicians sound great—often in ways they don’t expect. He 
has worked with James Cotton, Charlie Musselwhite, Ronnie 
Earl, Roy Scheider, Patty Larkin, Kate Schrock, and Ron Carter, 
among other musicians. He excels at creating an atmosphere 
in which artists can perform their best work. Steve is also the 
curator of The Studio’s vintage keyboard collection, which 
includes two Hammond organs w/Leslies, Fender Rhodes, a 
Wurlitzer electric piano, a Hohner Clavinet, and much more. 

FACULTY | STEVE DROWN 

— STEVE DROWN

Coordinator of the Bob Crewe Program in Art and Music  /  Assistant Professor of Music



“My singular passion – my goal as a 
teacher – is to inspire people to find and 
master their own music. This may mean 
learning to compose, but it also often 
means learning to listen and apply what 
you hear to your instrument. Here, at my 
studio, most people are learning to play 
the piano, and we begin with a foundation 
of curiosity, fun, and the spirit of play.  I 
always seek to find music and ways of 
learning that are the right fit for students.”

FACULTY | HANS SPENCER

The “hiding in plain sight” nature of this phenomenon could be the 
reason this rich creative hybrid has rarely been acted on formally 
in art schools. Through Dan Crewe’s largesse and President Tuski’s 
collaborative vision, however, MECA is now in the vanguard of this 
powerful new direction. MECA’s Vice President of Academic Affairs  
and Dean of the College Ian Anderson (no relation to the Jethro 
Tull frontman) asserts that MECA is “the first art college to explicitly 
engage in combining the study of contemporary art and design with  
music.” In Dan Crewe’s words, “I strongly believe in creativity and  
how different art forms interact to create something unique. I believe 
my brother Bob’s career demonstrates this in a powerful way. The  
Bob Crewe Foundation and Maine College of Art are embarking on 
something really special and original in academia by blending the 
two areas with an evolutionary design.”

The sound studio is now rocking, and there is a steady stream of  
artist-musicians going downstairs to what used to be The Forbidden 
Zone—the MECA catacombs—but is now a sparkling facility full of 
sound and creative freedom. Steve Drown, Assistant Professor of 
Music and sound studio professional, heads the program, which 
features courses such as History of Contemporary Music, Applied 

Called a “master composer” by The Boston Globe for his 
jazz orchestra’s debut CD, First Storybook, Hans Indigo 
Spencer’s career includes working with theater directors, 
filmmakers, animators, and choreographers. He is also an 
educator who has been teaching music for over 20 years 
and recently joined MECA as an adjunct instructor in the 
newly launched Bob Crewe Program in Art and Music. His 

Theory Through Composition, Music Business and Management, 
Ethnomusicology, and the experimental course Sound and Color.  
 
Steve and his colleague, Instructor and composer Hans Spencer,  
bring great experience and passion to the new program. Hans is  
the CEO of Listen Up, a mobile music teaching app company, and  
has taught music for 20+ years. He has a Master’s in Jazz Studies 
from the New England Conservatory of Music. Steve has been an 
independent recording engineer for 20+ years, currently working 
at The Studio in downtown Portland. He earned his degree in  
music production and engineering from Berklee College of Music.

The proof, though, is in the figgy pudding, as they say at Hogwarts,  
and all signs indicate that MECA’s music program resounds with  
audible and visible proof. Steve Drown says: “Students have been 
stopping by the music department since day one, just asking to  
play the instruments. It’s great that everyone wants to be involved.”  
Steve also shared a glimpse of how the program will interface with 
other MECA disciplines: “The new art and music program is going  
to be great not just for musicians; the new recording facilities will  
help the Digital Media students with films, animation, and video  

broadcast composing credits include shows on the National 
Geographic Channel, the History Channel, PBS, Cartoon 
Network, and Discovery. He has created music for plays 
staged at Portland Stage Company, including Snow Queen, 
Iron Kisses, Magnetic North, and Passion of the Hausfrau. 
Hans studied at Oberlin Conservatory and earned a Master’s 
degree in jazz studies from the New England Conservatory.  

— STEVE DROWN

Adjunct Instructor in the Bob Crewe Program in Art and Music

— HANS SPENCER



games. They now have a great space to record voice and do 
sound design.”

Current students echo Steve’s enthusiasm. Josh Creeger  
’18, the music department intern, says the program “really is 
amazing, and I’m glad to be part of it. I would recommend 
anyone and everyone take at least one sound class, even 
if you are not a musician. The music department is for 
everyone to enjoy, and the intersection of audio and visual 
arts is what it was made for.” Hank Hughes ’18 agrees: “This 
program is an incredible opportunity for MECA students . . .  
amazing to have all of this equipment in one place.” Perhaps 
the irrepressible Peer Prescott ’18, however, says it best: 

“Being a professional musician has seemed like a pipe dream 
in the past, but after spending a semester behind the mixing 
boards and microphones, my dream seems very tangible.  
So far I’ve recorded three songs in the studio, each song  
sicker than the last, as they shall continue to be until I create 
the coolest song of all time.”

Bob Crewe passed away in 2014 in Scarborough, Maine, but 
his spirit lives on in the work of young MECA musicians and 
in the Bob Crewe Gallery. As Frankie Valli was quoted in Bob’s 
obituary: “Bob was surely one of the most creative people I 
have ever known.” Artistic creation—whether musical or visual 

—makes a special kind of light, a special kind of immortality. 
Bob and Dan Crewe have passed the torch to MECA. It's now 
our unique opportunity to keep it burning brightly.   

TOP • Students take advantage of the ample resources 
by utilizing the practice space and state-of-the-art  
recording equipment.  

2 MID-PAGE • Josh Creeger '18 on his guitar in the practice space. 

3 BOTTOM • Frances Barker '18 utilizing ProTools for recording.
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In April 2014, the Bob Crewe Foundation awarded MECA a  
$3 million gift to establish the Bob Crewe Program in Art 
and Music. Since then, MECA has been engaged in advancing 
this new initiative through development of a new curriculum, 
creating facilities, and hiring accomplished faculty.

On October 3, MECA provided the first glimpse into the newly 
renovated lower level. A dedication ceremony was held for 
Bob Crewe, which included guided tours of the new facility, 
an official ribbon cutting, and special guest appearances 
from former musicians and industry professionals whom Bob  
Crewe collaborated with throughout his illustrious career.

ABOVE | CREWE GALLERY OPENING • (From left to right)  

Ian Anderson, Deborah Spring Deed, Dan Crewe, Don Tuski 

8 
/ 

9

The Opening of the Bob Crewe Gallery

4

LEFT-TOP • Eye Am, Bob Crewe, Mixed Media 5

LEFT-BOTTOM • The Black Hole, Bob Crewe, Mixed Media Wood 6

4

5

RIGHT • Attendees of the opening explore the recording 
booth of the new music studio. 
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Every day, we get requests from individuals, 
nonprofits, and businesses looking for creative 
talent. We connect them with designers and 
makers, problem-solvers, and entrepreneurs. 
Our students, faculty, and alumni are the 
risk-takers and innovators who dare to think 
differently and change how we see the world. 

Don’t you need an artist? 
artistsatwork@meca.edu

Collaboration with Press Hotel 
The Press Hotel, a new boutique hotel in Portland, approached 
Maine College of Art to assist in the creation of Federal Street 
Folly, a pop-up parklet for the summer. The hotel hired the College 
to partner with landscape architect Tony Cowles to envision a 
pedestrian-friendly space that would activate the street next to 
the hotel. Matt Hutton, Associate Professor of Woodworking & 
Furniture Design, worked with four students over the course of 
the summer to design and build benches and lighting elements. 
Woodworking & Furniture Design majors Peter Dore ’17, Jenna 
Castillo ’16, Michelle Cody ’16, and Melinda Thomas ’17 used 
reclaimed wood from Maine Heritage Timber to construct the 
benches and lighting towers. Nicole Holmes ’14 designed the logo. 

ABOVE | FEDERAL STREET FOLLY • Wood Benches/Light Fixtures

artists 
at work



10
 /

 1
1

M
E

C
A

 M
A

G
A

Z
IN

E
  

|  
 W

IN
T

E
R

 +
 S

P
R

IN
G

 2
0

16

1

PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT GRANTS

BFA

KATHERINE ACKLEY ’15  
Illustration

For launching her business, Inky Blue, 
which provides products and services.

CAITLIN ERVIN ’16  
Sculpture + Public Engagement Minor

For a Public Engagement bike project 
along the Eastern seaboard to raise 
awareness about environmental issues.

JONATHAN NOVAK ’15  
Graphic Design

For membership at The Open Bench 
Project maker space, to have studio 
access after graduation.

ELANA STERNICK ’16  
Woodworking & Furniture Design

To attend the International Contemporary 
Furniture Fair in New York City.

JACQUELINE WEICHMANN ’15  
Photography

For marketing and self-promotion 
of her fine art photography.

MFA

TESSA O’BRIEN, MFA ’16

For documenting the work of 
The Portland Mural Initiative, the 
organization she co-founded.

VERONICA PEREZ, MFA ’16

For working with Publication Studio to 
create a catalog and book of her new 
body of visual and written work.

Grants for Students
The Artists at Work Professional Development 
and Entrepreneurship Grant helps BFA, MFA,  
and MAT students advance their studio and  
professional skills by accessing opportunities 
and experiences beyond the MECA classroom.
Potential uses include, but are not limited to: 
conferences, professional association fees, 
exhibition costs, self-promotion, technology, 
documentation, workshops, travel, and costs 
related to entrepreneurial efforts.  

Funds cannot be used to purchase equipment 
or for academic credit toward the completion  
of the undergraduate degree. Requests are 
capped at $500. Generous funding for this 
grant comes from The VIA Agency. 

Illustration major Katie Ackley '15 knew where  
she wanted to intern. She was a big fan of the 
designs of Eliza Jane Curtis and wanted to learn 
more about Curtis’s business, Morris & Essex. In  
her proposal, she explained that the experience 
would help her gain the small-business skills  
and insight needed to launch her own company  
in rural Maine after graduation.

For her internship, Katie traveled to Limington, 
Maine, once a week where Eliza produces hand- 
printed cards, scarves, bags, and fabric. Within  
the first month, she also was able to take her first-  
ever trip to New York City, accompanying Eliza  
to the Renegade Craft Fair in Brooklyn, one of  
the premier showcases for independent makers.  
In addition to learning how to do silk screening, 

  Grant Awardee  

  Katie Ackley ’15, Illustration
Katie learned about production issues, managing 
subcontractors, and balancing wholesale and 
retail, while exploring resources for start-ups. 

After completing the internship, Katie applied for 
and then received a Professional Development 
and Entrepreneurship Grant from MECA. These 
competitive funds assist students with opportunities 
outside the College to further their professional 
development. Katie’s award helped her launch 
her own product line and online store, Inky Blue 
(inkybluestudio.com), which provides goods such 
as tea towels, pillows, and stationery, as well as 
illustration services. After graduation, Katie was 
hired at Liberty Graphics. She is also currently 
in the process of building her own tiny house.

SCULPTURE BY JONATHAN NOVAK ’15 • Novak is using his 
Professional Development & Entrepreneurship Grant 
to rent studio space at The Open Bench.

SCULPTURE BY VERONICA PEREZ MFA ’16 •  Perez is using 
her Professional Development and Entrepreneurship 
Grant to create a publication.



"Of the objectives I intended to learn while 
interning at Elizabeth Dee (the daily operations 
of a contemporary art gallery, the process of 
putting together an exhibition, and how the 
art market works), I was taught a tremendous 
amount about all three and much more.  
 
By being involved in the gallery’s administrative aspects, 
I was able to not only work but witness, as well, how the 
multiple functions of a gallery come together. This included 
the gallery’s maintenance, archive, shipping, storage, sales, 
finances, and press. In terms of how an exhibition comes 
together, I observed and worked on tasks that were needed 
before, during, and after a show ended. To name a few, this 
involved the physical planning and layout of a show, how  
the gallery obtains these works, the promotion/press of a 
show, and how art is sold.  
 
Additionally, I became much more aware of the contemporary 
art market in particular, and how art fairs function. I gained 
knowledge about the variety of contemporary art institutions 
and how they can be broken down into sub categories like 
for-profit and nonprofit, and public and private collections, 
and how works are bought and sold. I was also informed on 
the preparation and aftermath of the gallery’s participation 
in art fairs.

Meg Hahn ’17, Painting
Intern, Elizabeth Dee Gallery, 
New York City

Intern Profile

The Artists at Work 
exhibition space 
features work by 
students and alumni.
Shown here is a solo exhibition of 
photographs by Justin Lumiere '17, 
which were on view during the 
First Friday Art Walk this fall. 
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Art Means Business
Maine College of Art and The Maine Crafts 
Association partnered to bring the Arts Business 
Institute to MECA for a weekend-long intensive.  
Presenters gave workshops on wholesaling, 
creative marketing, sales strategies, financial 
literacy, building gallery relationships, and 
documenting work. Students, staff, and alumni 
were awarded full scholarships to attend. 

Portfolio Day
In April, 100 creative professionals and students 
gathered in the ICA at Maine College of Art to 
participate in Portfolio Day. The event, co-hosted 
by MECA and AIGA Maine, was open to MECA, 
SMCC, and USM students majoring in graphic 
design, photography, illustration, or new media. 
Nearly 50 reviewers participated in the event, 
representing forty companies from around the 
region. Portfolio Day is an ongoing collaboration 
between MECA’s Artists at Work Program and 
AIGA Maine, which began three years ago. 

MECA Digital Media major Alexander Brooks ’16, 
who participated in Portfolio Day for the first time, 
said, “It was a huge learning experience for me, 
and a great opportunity to have a dialogue about  
my work with professionals. The feedback I got 
was useful and on point, and I was able to make 
connections to the game industry that led to a 
summer internship.” 

Startup at MECA
MECA was one of the community hosts  
for Maine Startup Create Week, a national 
conference in Portland, Maine, celebrating 
innovators, entrepreneurs, and start-ups. This 
included the Women’s Edition, an adventure 
where women could explore their talents, break 
the rules, and work with a team to develop 
creative ideas into successful business plans. 
Participants included faculty and alumni.

MECA also organized the panel discussion 
“Design Accelerant: The Role of Art and Design 
in Value Creation, Differentiation and Scale.” 
This panel brought  together three talented 
and experienced designers who are applying 
their creative skills to business problems in 
very different ways. Alum Brian Wilk '95, from 
Hasbro, develops games that mainly live in 
the physical world, Ben Jordan develops 
digital experiences for large clients, and alum 
Catherine D’Ignazio MFA ’05 applies design 
and technology to improve civic engagement. 

Expanded Professional 
Practices Curriculum
Thanks to a donor gift, the College is providing 
additional professional development support  
within the curriculum. With these funds, the faculty 
have partnered with Artists at Work to develop a 
lecture series integrated into the fall Professional 
Studio Practices class, a requirement for all 
seniors. Once a week, two guest speakers share 
their experience about their field. Presenters cover 
topics such as working with a museum, pricing 
artwork, contracts for creatives, grant writing, 
managing an online presence, taxes, accounting, 
public speaking, and intellectual property. 

TOP Catherine Quattrociocchi at her 
internship with a sculptor in Seattle.

BELOW Alums L.K. Weiss '11 and Ken Murphy '03 
participate as reviewers at Portfolio Day.

Internships
MECA encourages students to participate in 
internships as a means of gaining real-world 
experience and better understanding a potential 
career path. We work with each student to match 
them to an opportunity that meets their personal 
and professional goals. Internships for academic 
credit take place in the Portland area during the 
academic year and can happen anywhere during 
the summer. Below is a list of internship sites 
that have hosted students in the past year.

A Gathering of Stitches • Anchorpak • Big Room Studios • 
BISHART • Blind Dog Photo Associates • Catherine Grisez 
• Chickadee Games • Christopher David Ryan • Cider Mill  
Press Book Publishers • Clear Path for Veterans • Curious 
City • Designtex • Elizabeth Dee Gallery • Engine • Ethos 
Marketing • Hasbro, Inc. • LearningWorks • Maclin Design 
• Maggie Bokor Jewelry • Maine College of Art • Mayo 
Street Arts • Might & Main • Pickwick Independent Press • 
Portland Ballet Company • Portland Stage Company • 
Portland Symphony Orchestra • Press Hotel • Quarto  
Publishing Group USA • Rollin Leonard • Maine Academy  
of Modern Music • Katalyst



Storytelling 101: A Class 
Exploring Narrative
Elise Pepple  
Adjunct Instructor of Foundation

This class explores narrative craft through multiple 
channels, including writing, radio, and film. The goal is 
to get students to not only tell better stories but to live 
them. The class opens with a live storytelling event in 
which MECA alumni and faculty will share true personal 
stories around a specific theme. Drawing upon a variety 
of guest speakers, area storytelling entities, and field 
trips, students explore the craft. 

Community Partner: The Abyssinian Meeting House

FY-IN: Involve, Infuse, Inspire
A distinctive part of every new MECA student’s 
education is FY-IN, our innovative first-year seminar. 
This seminar involves academic research, studio 
work, and involvement with a community partner. 
Its intent is to fully immerse students in art and 
design, to get involved in the MECA and Portland 
communities, and to place the students’ creative 
efforts into a real-world context. FY-In teaches  
the critical importance of combining research and 
practice, and serves as an introduction to working 
with peers and with a community partner. Students 
read, write, research, make art, discuss, and critique 
while working on specific projects in their section.

Game Art and Art Games
George LaRou  
Professor of Digital Media

This class collaborates with a local retro game 
arcade to create arcade games in customized 
cabinets that will be installed on the MECA campus. 
After mapping the local community, examining 
art jargon, and cataloging art school experiences, 
students design mini games about MECA. 

Community Partner: Portland Arcade

Community Action: 
Design and Activism
Charles Melcher  
Associate Professor of Graphic Design

This class investigates the history of design/media as 
it has been used for social change. Students design 
and produce individual and collaborative projects and 
are introduced to the concepts of problem-posing 
design/media/art, public engagement, and collaborative 
design practice by examining the work of contemporary 
designers and participating in a collaborative project.

Community Partner: Maine People's Alliance

Re-imagine + Imagine
Paul Gebhardt  
Visiting Associate Professor of Foundation

Artists see the world in unique and unusual ways and 
apply their creative ideas to both the practical and 
sublime parts of life. Students use multiple media to 
re-imagine the physical and social structures around 
them. Working independently and collaboratively, 
students use a real-world design challenge to create 
purposeful and engaging imagery for the community.  

Community Partner: Wild Seed Project

Portland Walking Library
Samantha Haedrich 
Adjunct Instructor of Graphic Design

Students explore the Portland cityscape through the 
area’s trail systems, embarking on several walks and 
documenting their experiences through the art of DIY 
publications. Students produce a set of zines, which 
will culminate in a public exhibition at the end of the 
semester. They discuss artists who have embraced 
place as a catalyst for creativity and learn how self- 
publishing can be used as a vital tool to circulate their 
work and ideas. 
 
Community Partner: Portland Trails

 
Climate Change and Maine’s 
Coastal Communities 
Michel Droge 
Adjunct Assistant Professor of Printmaking

This class studies the impact of climate change on 
Maine’s coastal communities. The class takes field  
trips to islands and coastal areas in the Gulf of Maine 
and studies ocean acidification and ocean warming, 
new species in Maine’s gulf, storm surges, rising sea 
levels, and the impact of climate change on the salt 
marshes. Students investigate the role of the artist in 
the midst of scientific research and community change, 
and the class culminates in a collaborative exhibition 
at the Portland Museum of Art, creating a space for 
fishermen, scientists, and artists to congregate and 
discuss important environmental and social issues. 

Community Partner: The Island Institute
ABOVE Public Engagement visit to  
the Pace House, Stonington, ME.

RIGHT Black-and-white photos by  
BFA student Jonathan Kinsman '19.

Public Engagement
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Ladd Public Engagement Fellowships  
 
Ladd Public Engagement Fellows are awarded financial scholarships  
and academic credit to design and lead projects and initiatives that focus 
on building relationships between campus and community. Funded 
through generous support from The Helen & George Ladd Charitable 
Foundation, Ladd Public Engagement Fellows create projects, events, 
and opportunities for BFA students to work with community partners 
to address real world problems. Through curricular project-based work 
and co-curricular programming, Ladd Fellows collaborate with MECA 
students, faculty, and staff to creatively address critical community needs. 

Sara Inacio ’17 :  
The Phileo Project 

The Phileo Project was initiated by MECA Faith in an effort to help some 
of the homeless in Portland. The goal of the project is for MECA students 
to get together to reach out to the homeless community by creating and 
giving. This includes donations of handmade items such as hats, gloves/
mittens, scarves, handmade sketchbooks/journals, and more. MECA Faith 
hosts events and workshops where students can get together to learn 
and create items to be donated to the Preble Street Resource Center.

Sarah Milkowski-Dahlgren ’17: Focus on 
Climate Change + Sustainability 

In her role as Public Engagement Fellow, Sarah leads the student group 
Trash Talkers. Trash Talkers is an environmental group and takes action 
institutionally as well as within the community of Portland. Since the 
focus on climate is a global issue, the group partnered with 350 Maine to 
conduct workshops and lead the Turn the Tide Climate Rally in Portland, 
organized around the Paris Climate Summit. Sarah’s work also focuses on 
institutional goals, including composting in the MECA Cafe, recycling, and 
conserving energy. Every step toward sustainability matters.  
 

SARAH MILKOWSKI-DAHLGREN '17 SARA INACIO '17

Landscape and Identity 
Robert LaBranche  
Adjunct Instructor of Painting and Foundation

Students explore landscape in terms of identity and 
belonging—how they recognize themselves in their 
physical surroundings, including artificial, superficial 
spaces, as well as the more natural and untouched 
environment, discovering how the intersection of the 
two creates worlds both real and imagined. Students 
discover and unpack cultural and social constructs  
and ultimately draw connections between their own 
changing experiences and perceptions within the 
varying landscape.

Community Partner: Portland Museum of Art

War of the Worlds 
Philip Brou  
Associate Professor of Painting

Students work collaboratively to build a scale model 
of an absolutely average neighborhood in Muncie,  
IN, c. 1995. They then design a project that responds 
to the constructed location. These projects encourage 
students to explore their individual skills and interests 
and develop students’ abilities with the concepts of 
composition, design methodology, and articulation.

Public Engagement Minor 
Capstone Projects

Digital Media major Joel Tsui '16 is partnering with the 
Maine Seeds of Peace program on the project It Starts 
with ME, which aims to give the nonprofit and its peers 
a place to express themselves, tell their stories, and 
exhibit their work to the greater community of Maine 
and the world. Seeds students will collaborate with Joel 
to create and present stories on the theme of identity, 
using print and digital media. 

Woodworking & Furniture Design major Jenna Castillo 
’16 is partnering with Goodwill Industries to repurpose 
discarded items as one-of-a-kind functional furniture 
pieces. The finished works will be exhibited and sold 
as a means to highlight and support the important work 
that Goodwill does locally and nationally.



Mark Johnson,  
Professor of Ceramics, had work featured in the May/June issue of Pottery 
Making Illustrated magazine. His article “Compose and Contain: Flower 
Rafts” featured the step-by-step process of making and glazing his work.

Jamie Hogan,  
Adjunct Assistant Professor of Illustration, exhibited 20 original works in The 
Storybook Waters of Illustrator Jamie Hogan in the Children's Room at the 
Portland Public Library in Portland, ME. She gave a presentation with author 
Eva Murray at the opening reception. On Oct. 10, she was part of RISD Reads, 
a children's book reading and signing at Rhode Island School of Design's ISB 
Gallery in Providence, RI. Tiger Boy, written by Mitali Perkins and illustrated 
by Jamie Hogan, was just named on the Children's Book Council's Diversity 
Goodreads list. Jamie represented MECA, along with Adjunct Assistant 
Professor of illustration Mary Anne Lloyd ’82, at the International Illustration 
Research Symposium, also held at RISD. 

Joshua Reiman  
Assistant Professor of Sculpture and MFA, had work featured in Glass Houses, 
a solo exhibition at NAPOLEON in Philadelphia, PA, and in the solo exhibition 
Recent Work at Martin Chen Gallery in Pittsburgh, PA. His work was included 
in The Mountain and the Bumblebee, which featured selected work by 
contemporary poets and artists who confront broadly defined notions of 
landscape as both cultural icon and raw material, at the Indiana University 
of Pennsylvania’s Kipp Gallery. In 2016, Joshua will co-curate the exhibition 
Maximum Minimum in Unum, featuring Carnegie Mellon School of Art alumni 
whose work eludes maximalist or minimalist classification, at Carnegie 
Mellon University in Pittsburgh. Also in 2016, his work will be included in  
The Nassauischer Kunstverein Wiesbaden / My Castle is your Home, at NKV 
in Wiesbaden, Germany, curated by Helga Schmidhuber. 

 
John Fireman MFA’14,  
Adjunct Instructor in Art History, composed a 90-minute original electronic 
score for the inaugural opening performance of the Circus Conservatory of 
America on Thompson's Point in Portland.

John Ripton  
Adjunct Assistant Professor of Academic Studies John Ripton had photography 
work included in an exhibition entitled colliding in space >< (ur)ban street art 
at the Speers Gallery at the Kennebunk Free Library in Kennebunk, ME. In 
2016 he will curate an exhibition of Biddeford artist Roland Salazar Rose's 
paintings in Mexico (2000-2003) at Community Television Network in 
Portland, ME. The exhibit, funded by a 2015 Maine Arts Commission grant 
and sponsored by the Union of Maine Visual Artists, opens January 1, 2016. 
Salazar was instrumental in the "art renaissance" in Portland, having 
established The Art Space in the Danforth Gallery in Portland in the 1990s, 
a space for unknown and emerging artists in Maine and the Northeast to 
show their work. This will be the first exhibition of Salazar's Mexico works 
in North America.

Sharon Portelance ’82  
Associate Professor of Metalsmithing & Jewelry, exhibited work in Black  
and White, the 5th International Drawing Exhibition in Tallinn, Estonia; the 
exhibitions Art Jewelry: Loud Voices and Small Works at Dedee Shattuck 
Gallery in Westport, MA; and a small works exhibition at Ocean House 
Gallery and Frame in Cape Elizabeth, ME. 

Kate Kaminski, Adjunct Instructor 
of Academic Studies,
is founder and artistic director of the Bluestocking Film Series, recognized  
by Down East Magazine’s editors in their Best of Maine Culture section.  
The series was also mentioned in Ann Hornaday’s Summer Preview 
in The Washington Post, and Marie Claire magazine listed Bluestocking 
number two in “The Things We Love About July” in 2015. More recently, 
a curated selection of the Best of the Bluestocking Film Series played 

Faculty Profile: Marie Shurkus

Marie not too long ago joined MECA as Chair of Academic  
Studies and Associate Professor of Art History. For more than a 
decade, Marie Shurkus has participated in discourses on art/ 
culture as a professor and scholar of modern and contemporary 
art history and media studies at Pomona College, the University 
of Arizona, and Vermont College of the Fine Arts; as a museum 
educator at the Museum of Contemporary Art, Chicago, and 
the School of the Art Institute of Chicago; and as a curator of 
exhibitions and arts administrator at the artist-run space Randolph 
Street Gallery and the Hyde Park Art Center, both in Chicago.  
She earned her Ph.D. from Concordia University and her MA in 
modern art history, theory and criticism from the School of the 
Art Institute of Chicago. Marie’s research interests are closely 
aligned with MECA’s educational philosophy and pedagogy.

Chair of Academic Studies and Associate 
Professor of Art History

“I have always thought of art as a series of encounters  
with culture that enhances an individual’s ability to 
participate meaningfully in the discourses that shape 
our lives.The philosopher Gilles Deleuze has said that 
we write at the limits of our knowledge, for this is where 
knowledge opens and creativity enters discourse, making 
room for the unknown. As an educator, I am committed 
to developing and promoting pedagogical structures 
that create opportunities for students to confront and 
embrace the uneasiness of not knowing, to recognize 
and shake off the sediments of convention, and to 
explore how ideas and history can become viable tools 
for honing their critical thinking skills and expanding 
their creative practices as artists and scholars.” 

faculty profile + achievement



during the #SeeHerNow World Weekend of 
Women inFilm in Stockholm and at the LadyBug 
Festivalin Göteborg, both in Sweden.

Samantha Haedrich 

Adjunct Instructor of Graphic Design, became co- 
president of AIGA (American Institute of Graphic Arts) 
Maine. Previously she served as education director 
of AIGA Maine from 2012–2015, during which time 
she launched Maine’s first Annual Portfolio Day with 
Jessica Tomlinson, Director of Artists at Work, at 
MECA. Last year, Samantha initiated the AIGA Maine 
Mentorship Program which connects emerging 
designers with seasoned professionals.

Steve Halpert, 
Adjunct Assistant Professor of Academic Studies, 
has been curating exhibitions at the University of 
New England gallery on the Portland campus for 
many years. The most recent include two exhibits 
of vintage and contemporary photography: A Tale 
of Three Cities: Paris, New York, and Portland, which 
featured 32 photographers; and Portraits of the 
Artist, featuring 33 photographers. Steve has also 
been programming the films at the Portland Museum 
of Art in Portland, ME, for the last seven years. 

Fern Tavalin, Professor of Art 
Education, and Kelly McConnell, 
Assistant Professor of Art Education, 
presented a work-in-progress entitled “Cultivating a  
Learning Environment” at an American Association 
of Teaching and Curriculum conference. Kelly had 
two recent solo exhibitions: 2015 Tracks at 3Fish 
Gallery in Portland, ME; and The Space in Between 
at Mayo Street Arts in Portland, ME. Fern’s work was 
featured in the solo exhibition Las Calles de Habana 
at Burns Court Cafe in Sarasota, FL, and in the Spring 
2015 Marie Selby Gardens Annual Photographic 
Exhibition, for which her work received first place 
and honorable mention awards.  

Scott Nash, 
Assistant Professor of Illustration, presented a talk 
at TEDxDirigo’s sixth annual Bounce conference in 
Portland, ME, entitled "The Importance of Childish 
Nonsense, A Primer for Adults and Lost Children.” He 
curated the illustration exhibition WAKE UP ALICE! 
Contemporary Illustrators’ Views on Wonderland at 
The Portland Public Library, which celebrated both 
the 150th anniversary of the publication of Alice in 
Wonderland by Lewis Carroll and also the 10th 
anniversary of the Illustration Program's institution 
at MECA. Scott will be appearing at the American 
Booksellers Association Winter Institute with fellow 
authors Louise Erdrich, Nick Bantock, and Mark 
Teague, supporting his new book coming out soon 
called Shrunken Treasures, comprised of original 
nonsense verse inspired by classic literature.

Dana Sawyer 
Professor of Academic Studies, has been nominated 
for a National Grawemeyer Award in the category 
of religion, for his most recent book, Huston Smith:  
Wisdomkeeper. As a result of this very prestigious 
nomination, he was invited to participate in numerous  
conferences, including the Parliament of the World's 
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Religions in Salt Lake City, UT, and the Science  
and Non-Duality (SAND) conference in San Jose, 
CA. At the Parliament he led a panel discussion on  

"Unity within Diversity: Are the World's Religions 
Really All One?” At the SAND conference, Dana 
delivered a presentation entitled "The Perennial 
Philosophy and the Future of Religion" and helped 
interview Robert Thurman, the renowned scholar  
of Tibetan Buddhism who teaches at Columbia 
University. Dana was also the respondent on a 
panel at the conference for the American Academy 
of Religion in Atlanta, GA, and gave lectures at  
the State University of New York at Middletown 
and Emory University in Atlanta.  

Honour Mack, 
Professor of Painting, during her most recent 
sabbatical, was able to focus exclusively on her 
painting practice and exhibiting her work. Her  
work was recently included in the group  
exhibition Sea Smoke at Portland Public Library  
and she was invited to exhibit work selected by  
the director of the Portland Museum of Art at the 
Cumberland Club, also in Portland, ME. She 
exhibited drawings that spanned 20 years of work 
on paper in the ICA at MECA as part of the faculty 
exhibition South of No North. Skidmore College in 
New York invited her to participate in a discussion 
panel focusing on professional development. She 
also served as the MFA Artist in Residence at the 
Pacific Northwest College of Art in Portland, OR, 
where she had a solo exhibition called Re-solving 
Chaos, which consisted of entirely new paintings. 
She also participated in the Art New England 
Workshop Program at Bennington College, which 
involved a week of intensive interactions with 
students and a public lecture. 

Margo Halverson, 
Professor of Graphic Design, gave a lecture titled 

“MECA's Graphic Design Legacy in Portland” at the 
University of New England Art Gallery, was a guest 
critic for graphic design thesis reviews at Arizona 
State University in Tempe, AZ, had photography 
work included in an exhibit at Northlight Gallery at 
Arizona State University, and participated in a 
DesignInquiry Research Residency in Vinalhaven, 
ME. Her work was included in the group exhibitions 

Charles Melcher, Assoc. Professor of Graphic 
Design and Margo Halverson, Professor of 
Graphic Design, who are owners of Alice 
Design Communication, rebranded Castle Hill 
Truro Center for the Arts. This project included 
a new identity and website implementation. 
The work captures the unique spirit that is 
Castle Hill—one that is visual, diverse, eclectic, 
playful and unexpected. Margo and Charles 
worked with Adjunct Instructor of New Media 
Steve Bowden '97, as well as MECA alums 
Sabrina Volante '14 and Brittany Jasmin 
'15 on the design of the logo. 

NO QUO @ EXCHANGE at Crane Arts Gallery in 
Philadelphia, PA, and Experimental Thinking/Design 
Practices at Queensland College of Art in Brisbane, 
AUS. Her Pecha Kucha presentation in Portland, 
ME, was entitled “Piling up the Rules of Fashion.”

Bob Jenkins, 
Associate Professor of Academic Studies and Art 
Education, who also teaches at the University of 
Maine at Farmington, teamed up with his UMF 
colleague Dr. Margaret Griswold to craft a four-
course, graduate-level program to generate math 
specialists for the K-12 classrooms. The course 
was designed to be three blended full-day face- 
to-face sessions, with the remainder of the course 
to be online. It is now a certificate program at the 
graduate level for UMF. Several of the certificate 
earners are now actively coaching other teachers  
for math instruction in the public school setting 
and further geographic expansion is expected in 
the future.

Adriane Herman 
Associate Professor of MFA, Printmaking and New 
Media Adriane Herman spent 2014-2015 as the 
Charlotte Street Foundation’s National Artist in 
Residence in Kansas City, KS. She also undertook 
a one-month residency in India, via the Kriti Gallery 
in Varanasi. She received funding from the Warhol 
Foundation, a Rocket Grant distributed by the 
Charlotte Street Foundation for a collaborative 
project focused on witnessing/documenting people 
letting things go, a project which occasioned an 
ersatz residency at an evangelical Christian Church 
in Prairie Village, KS. The “Freeing Throws” 
project will culminate with a non-sales flier being 
inserted in The Kansas City Star. Adriane had work 
exhibited recently at Mount Airy Contemporary in 
Philadelphia, PA; the McClung Museum of Natural 
History and Culture in Knoxville, TN; and Paragraph 
Gallery in Kansas City. She is currently preparing 
for a solo exhibition at Kiosk Gallery, also in 
Kansas City. Adriane gave a lecture and walking 
tour at the Nelson Atkins Museum and will return 
next year to speak at the Nerman Museum in 
Overland Park, KS, where the public library will 
host her next wallpaper installation on the theme 
of love and passion. 

Rebranding Project
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Visitors to Maine College of Art’s website will now 
enjoy a more engaging and informative experience. 
A new and improved meca.edu, the first redesign  
for the website since 2010, will launch in early 2016.  

In planning and developing the updated meca.edu, 
MECA’s office of Marketing and Communications 
collected feedback from various users—staff, faculty, 
students, alumni, etc.—regarding what the new site 
needed to accomplish. They analyzed visitor data  
from the website to determine usability and to fine- 
tune site attributes and functions.

The new site reflects this feedback in its streamlined 
functions, designed to cater to the user. It is designed 
to deliver several important features, listed below.

MECA will continue to collect feedback after the site’s 
launch date and will continuously make changes aimed 
at improving the site and the overall user-experience.

institutional news

Daelyne Bell ’13
Calef Brown Former Professor of Illustration 
Sophie Cangelosi ’16
Cecil Cate ’15
Michael Connor Adjunct Professor of Illustration 
Kimberly Convery
Miles Cook ’14
Hana Firestone ’14
Russell French ’83
Kiah Gardiner ’14
Nancy Gibson Nash Nashbox
Mike Gorman Former Professor of Illustration 
Taylor Grant ’15

Kevin Hawkes Former Professor of Illustration 
Jamie Hogan Adjunct Professor of Illustration 
Hilary Irons Professor
Judy LaBrasca Professor
Mary Anne Lloyd Chair of Illustration 
Liz Long ’14
Abbie Masso ’16
Emma McCabe ’15
Declan McCarthy ’14
Phoenix McNamara ’06
Daniel Minter Adjunct Instructor of Illustration
Taylor Mirabito ’16
Scott Nash Assistant Professor of Illustration

WAKE UP ALICE!  
Exhibition

LEFT | BETSY LEWIS • Sansorium, Metalworking 

Metalsmithing Awards 
Two Metalsmithing & Jewelry majors, Betsy Lewis ’16 and Mary Forst’16, 
 were accepted into national exhibitions. Betsy will be exhibiting in 
Craft Forms 2015, presented by the Wayne Art Center in Pennsylvania, 
and both Mary and Betsy will be exhibiting in Form Forge Fabricate 
2015, hosted by the Southern Illinois Metalsmiths Society. Mary is also 
a finalist in the 2016 NICHE Awards hosted by NICHE magazine.

The “WAKE UP ALICE!” exhibit at the Portland  
Public Library celebrated the 150th anniversary  
of the first publication of Alice’s Adventures in 
Wonderland by Lewis Carroll, as well as marked  
the 10th anniversary of the Illustration Program  
at MECA. The participating artists in the exhibit, 
which include MECA students, alumni, faculty,  
and visiting artists, created original works for this 
show which was curated by MECA Assistant 
Professor of Illustration Scott Nash.

FOR MORE INFORMATION or to submit feedback, please 
email rdersimonian@meca.edu. 

MECA Launches New Website

BETTER STORYTELLING  
about the diverse range of endeavors,  
accolades, and accomplishments within  
and around the MECA community;

IMPROVED NAVIGATION  
and more pathways to commonly sought 
info, providing an interface that caters to 
the users needs.

MOBILE FRIENDLY  
The ability to conform to and look great 
on any mobile device or tablet; now you  
can access MECA info from anywhere.

MORE ARTWORK  
from students, faculty, and alumni. 
Visit portfolio.meca.edu to peruse our 
MECA student, faculty, and alumni art.



Alex Rheault Adjunct Professor of Illustration 
Peter Rimkunas ’13 
Joe Rosshirt ’11
Lewis Rossignol ’17 
Ted Smykal Visiting Artist 
Lori Stebbins ’11
Molly Steinmetz ’14
Rob Sullivan Adjunct Professor of Illustration
Melissa Sweet Visiting Artist 
Matt Tavares Former Professor of Illustration  
Chris Vales ’14 
Scott Whitehouse ’03
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Shawn Brewer ’12

Chaya Caron ’99

Laurie Downey Former CS Faculty Member

Joel Eckhaus Former Assistant Professor 
of Woodworking & Furniture 

Margo Halverson Professor of Graphic Design 

Charles Melcher Associate Professor 
of Graphic Design 

Gary Robinov Professor of Digital Media 

Margaret Lawrence ’93

Mike Lewis MFA ’12

Dietlind Vander Schaaf Development Officer 
and CS Faculty member 

Faculty Expansion
MECA welcomed a dynamic pair of new faculty 
hires this fall: Chair of Academic Studies and 
Associate Professor of Art History Marie Shurkus, 
and Assistant Professor of the MFA in Studio 
Art and Sculpture Josh Reiman. These faculty 
positions are pivotal in helping shape the 
academic experience and future of the college. 

Portland PechaKucha:        
All Eyes on MECA
Portland PechaKucha and MECA came together 
to present All Eyes On MECA on October 29 
at Asylum. PechaKucha 20x20 is a simple 
presentation format where 20 images are shown 
for 20 seconds; the images advance automatically 
as the presenter tells a story. The participating 
presenters were all MECA alums, faculty, and staff:

COLLECT Art Sale
COLLECT: MECA’s 2015 Art Sale was a huge 
success. This was the third year the event was 
held, raising $79,506 for the MECA Scholarship 
Fund and participating artists, who benefited 
from $34,945.50 in commissions. Hundreds of 
people viewed the artwork, which ranged from 
jewelry to sculpture to paintings and furniture 
by 166 artists, including 84 MECA alumni as well 
as BFA students, Continuing Studies students, 
faculty, staff, and others. For information about 
next year's sale, email artsale@meca.edu. 

2015 Alumni Biennial, 
Residual Utopia
MECA celebrated the opening of the 2015 Alumni  
Biennial, Residual Utopia. The jury–composed of  
Jenny McGee Dougherty '05; Dan Mills, Director of  
the Bates Museum of Art; and Lissa Hunter, Chair of  
the Board of Trustees at Haystack Mountain School  
of Crafts—selected four artists who represent the 
breadth of the College’s BFA, MFA, and Art  
Education Programs.

The work that these artists produced illustrates a 
range of interests, practices, and levels of audience  
participation. In their individuated practices, these  
artists identified certain utopic ideologies as having  
been built on the ashes of those that came before.  
Ellen Babcock BFA ’84, Cole Caswell MFA ’08, Kevin  
Goodrich Art Ed ’10, and Carlos Pileggi MFA ’13  
work in the fields of painting, photography, social  
sculpture, social practice, and printmaking.

The Portland Museum of Art’s 2015 Biennial, You 
Can’t Get There From Here, highlights Maine's artistic 
legacies in the making. Curated by Alison Ferris, the 
2015 Biennial provides a comprehensive overview  
of the many facets of Maine’s contemporary art scene. 
The participating MECA artists are listed at right.

Gideon Bok ’98  

Jeffrey Clancy Former Assistant  
Professor of Metalsmithing & Jewelry  

Stacy Howe MFA ’10 

Justin Kirchoff  
Professor of Photography  

Caroline Lathan-Stiefel MFA ’01 

Randy Regier MFA ’07 

Noriko Sakanishi ’70 

Miles Spadone ’13

PMA 2015 Biennial,  
You Can’t Get There From Here

ABOVE | JUSTIN KIRCHOFF • Sighting Noon, Photograph 

MID-PAGE • Peripheral Subsistence, Cole Caswell  
MFA '08, Tintypes 2013–2015, 

TOP • Supernature, Anne Buckwalter, MFA '12 

2

1

2

2

1

LEFT • Card Attack, Matt Tavares, Ink + Watercolor 3

3

FOR MORE INFORMATION or to submit feedback, please 
email rdersimonian@meca.edu. 

M
E

C
A

 M
A

G
A

Z
IN

E
  

|  
 W

IN
T

E
R

 +
 S

P
R

IN
G

 2
0

16



To Venice!

work was a social collaborative project which 
engaged the city of Venice and involved the 
restoration of an historic Venetian hunting boat.  

The group was also invited to a studio visit 
with Robert Morgan a family friend of Tessa 
O’Brien, MFA '16.  Robert is an American who 
moved to Venice in 1973 after working as an 
assistant to the painter and sculptor Edward 
Melcarth. A dear friend of Russian poet Joseph 
Brodsky, Morgan told many stories about artists, 
movie stars, and his life as a painter in Venice. 

All of MECA’s MFA students participate in two 
field trips during their course of study.  First-
year students go to New York to visit artists 
studios, historic sites, art fairs, museums and 
galleries, and second-year students take an 

Venice — a site where incredible 
thinkers, merchants, and craftspeople 
built a thriving world on a marsh.  
Ingenuity, creativity, collaboration, 
practical thinking and hard work created 
this amazing commune — where art is 
a global activity that connects people. 
The city is a living, breathing work 
of art surrounded by water, sky and 
sun.  The place is a cultural artifact. 

"It allowed me to view art-making not as a singular practice, but 
rather as a tradition dealing with the larger phenomenology 
of 'humanness.' It made me realize that I can pick the creative 
family which relates to me and I find comfort in creating a 
fantasy cohort of artists whose work/image/concept works in 
tandem with my individual experience. Really exceptional. It 
allowed us to bond, not just as a student body, but as a group 
of contemporary artists. I thought it was incredibly important 
for us to experience art on such a grand scale together.   

—  BEN SPALDING, MFA '17
Fourteen of MECA’s MFA students and faculty 
flew from Portland, Maine to Venice, Italy, to 
attend the Venice Biennale and view collateral 
sites, including the François Pinault and Peggy 
Guggenheim collections and the Museo 
Fortuny. Each day began with cappuccino 
or espresso and a continental breakfast of 
fruit, meats, cheeses, and bread at the Hotel 
Messner in the Dorsoduro section of Venice. 
With the free time that was built into the 
itinerary, students chose to wander, shop, 
see some of the many churches, the Gallerie 
dell'Accademia, the Jewish Ghetto, and visit 
the surrounding islands of Murano, Burano, and 
Torcello, taking in the landscape and history.  

Along with the site visits, the group met up with 
MECA alum Gabriel Adams '02 at the lively 
pizzeria OKE on the Zattere, a place where a 
lot of university students gather. Gabe’s work 
has been exhibited internationally in The United 
States, Europe, Eastern Europe, Asia, Turkey, 
the Caucasus and the South Pacific.  His recent 
major work, Pranzetto (2015), presented at 
the exhibition Jump into the Unknown within 
Palazzo Loredan della'Ambasciatore, was 
part of the 56th Biennale di Venezia. The 

mfa

international field trip as part of their Thesis 
Prep course. These experiences provide a 
broad view on global art production so students 
can choose what kind of studio practice they 
want to cultivate -- local, regional, national,or 
international. The travel often includes visits with 
alumni and past visiting artists so that current 
students can network and define an attainable 
vision for their own art practice. Taking field 
trips to important cultural centers completes the 
studio and academic course work by making 
the cultural landscape a professional reality. 

The MFA trip to Venice was made possible 
in part by Roderick Dew '80, MFA '00 
and the Roderick Dew Travel Fund.

1 2

G. Spaien PhotoR.Katz Photo
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“It was mesmerizing to see a city that felt 
like it was growing out of water. Also 
having the opportunity to see works in 
person that I had only seen in books.”   

— MICHELLE ROGERS, MFA '16

6

“I have been painting madly since my 
return. It was permissive to see so 
much of what is considered to be some 
of the best art in the world right now. 
The details are important, and every 
approach has its place. I saw so many 
different and exciting paintings that I 
was eager to return and get to work!"  

— TESSA O’BRIEN MFA '16

In Campo Santo Stefano

2

3

1

Group Shot on Ponte  
dell'Accademia

Veronica Perez MFA '16 
in Burano.

Tessa O'Brien MFA '16,  
with Robert Morgan in  
his Venice Studio.  

4

7

5

3

4

5

6

7

View of Punta della Dogana 
from the Grand Canal.

Group shot at La 
Biennale di Venezia.

Lunch in Burano.

G. Spaien Photo

G. Spaien Photo

R.Katz Photo

R.Katz Photo

T. O'Brien Photo



Residual Utopia: 2015 Alumni Biennial 

Residual Utopia, the 2015 Maine College of Art Alumni 
Biennial, took place at the College’s Institute of Contemporary 
Art. The jury, comprised of Jenny McGee Dougherty ’05; Dan 
Mills, Director of the Bates Museum of Art; and Lissa Hunter, 
Chair of the Board of Trustees at Haystack Mountain School of 
Crafts, selected four artists that represent the breadth of the 
College’s academic programs, including the BFA, MFA, and Art 
Education programs. The Biennial was curated by Assistant 
Professor of History and MFA Christopher Stiegler. This year’s 
biennial artists Ellen Babcock BFA ’84, Cole Caswell MFA ’08, 
Kevin Goodrich Art Ed ’10, and Carlos Pileggi MFA ’13 are 
working in the fields of painting, photography, social sculpture, 
social practice, and printmaking. They have identified certain 
utopic ideologies as having been built on the ashes of those 
that came before. The logic at play in each of their practices 
showcases their ability to develop and to problem-solve, two 
traits demanded of artists today.  
 

Metals Collective Update

Piercing the Pickle was a group exhibition of pickle forks made 
by The Metals Collective members. The exhibition was curated 
by Maria Wolff (attended) ’03, and was shown at The Bearded 
Lady’s Jewel Box in Portland, ME, at Green Gardens in Norway, 
ME, and in York, ME, at The Old York Museums Participating 
MECA artists included MECA Metalsmithing & Jewelry Studio 
Technician Nick Downing, Steven Lubecki ’02, Maria Wolff 
(attended) ’03, Emily Percival ’06, Ann Thompson (attended) ’06, 
Holly L. Gooch ’08, Naomi Grace McNeill ’08, and Cat Bates 
’09. Rebecca Shelly ’04 designed the exhibition poster. The 
collective has plans for an upcoming Valentine’s Day exhibition 
at Fore River Gallery (owned by Elizabeth Prior ’82, Mike 
Marks ’03, and Liz Marks ’04) with the theme of “The Poison 
Ring and the Tussie Mussie.”

alumni 
news

BELOW MARIA WOLFF (ATTENDED '03) 

Relish Spoon, Sterling Silver 2015

2 3

1

TOP CARLOS PILEGGI MFA '13 •
Amor Apparatus, mixed media 2015

TOP COLE CASWELL MFA '08 • Peripheral Subsistence, 
The South, inkjet print from tintype, 2015

ALUMNI BIENNIAL 
Installation View

1 2 3
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Stephen Pace House Residency  |  Stonington, Maine 

Artist Stephen Pace and his wife, Palmina, bequeathed their Indian Point home and studio overlooking 
Stonington Harbor to Maine College of Art in 2007 to be used as an artist residency and gallery. MECA 
is pleased to offer alumni, faculty, and staff residency opportunities during the spring, summer, and 
fall months at the Pace House.  The following artists were awarded residencies for the 2015 season: 
Joanne Arnold ’79, Adjunct Assistant Professor of Illustration Mary Anne Lloyd ’83, Russell French ’83, 
Tim Reimensnyder ’84, Louise Bourne ’88, Thomas Cummins MFA ’05, Jeremiah Demme MFA ’05, 
Shaun Jarvis MFA ’05, Adjunct Instructor of Foundation Greta Bank, Assistant Professor of Illustration 
Scott Nash, and Nancy Gibson Nash. Preference for this residency is given to painters. Next year’s 
application deadline is February 17, 2016. Visit meca.edu/alumni for more information.

Baie Ste Marie Artist & Family Residency at the Jenny Family 
Compound | New Edinburgh, Nova Scotia, Canada 

The family of Barbara Rita Jenny MFA ’02 established the MECA Baie Ste Marie Artist & Family 
Residency in 2008. Located in New Edinburgh, Nova Scotia, the Baie Ste Marie Residency is open to 
MECA alumni, current faculty, and staff. This residency is distwinguished not only by its incomparable 
location on the rugged Atlantic Coast of Canada, but because residents may bring their families to 
stay in the large house on-site. The following artists were awarded residencies this year: Emmeline 
Solomon ’13, Catherine “Catie” Draper MFA ’00, Sean Carnegie ’94, Victoria “Tori” Marsh ’07, 
Rangeley Morton ’14,  and Ella Sevy ’14. Next year’s application deadline is February 17, 2016. 

Visit meca.edu/apply for more information.

MFA Alumni Residency 

The MFA Alumni Residency is designed to bring 
a small group of MFA alumni back to Maine each 
summer. The program runs at the same time as the 
MFA Summer Intensive, and MFA alumni return to 
the MECA studios for five weeks to engage in an 
intensive on-campus experience. In 2015, the MFA 
Alumni Residency hosted Ellen Babcock ’84, Lauren 
O’Neal MFA ’04, and Reenie Charriere MFA ’09.  

Belvedere Fund for 
Professional Development
Alumni working in the field of crafts who hold  
a BFA degree and have graduated within the 
last 10 years are eligible to apply for grants of 
up to $1,500, which are awarded through a 
competitive review process. Winners of the 2015 
Belvedere Grant were: Emily Diaz Norton ’07 
for funds to help to purchase a kiln; Adam 
Bogosian ’08 for bricks to complete a kiln; 
Chloe Darke ’11 for funds to help to purchase 
a kiln; Ren Albon ’14 for tools to help set up a 
wood shop; A. Rose Allard ’14 for funds to help 
purchase a knitting machine; Forest Gagne ’14 
for an assortment of woodworking tools; and 
Ella Sevy ’14 for tools for weaving. Next year’s 
application deadline is February 29, 2016. 

Visit meca.edu/alumni for more information.

ALUMNI BIENNIAL 
Installation View

THOMAS CUMMINS MFA '05 • Pace House, C-Print 24" x 60", 2015

LOUISE BOURNE '88 •  
Front Door, oil on canvas, 40" x 30," 2015

ELLE SEVY '14 •  
Stack of Fabrics, handwoven cotton wool, 2015



1960s
C. DAVID THOMAS ’68, a Vietnam War veteran,  
was awarded a grant from the Mass Humanities 
Foundation in support of a 1-hour documentary, 
which he is co-producing with Northern Light 
Productions in Brighton, MA. The focus is primarily 
on the effects of Agent Orange (AO) and the 
unexploded ordnance (UXO) during the postwar 
years in Vietnam, and the primary voices telling 
the story will be artists in both countries. It is 
scheduled to be released in 2016. David also 
recently published his latest book, AGENT ORANGE: 
An American Legacy in Vietnam. The book 
contains stories by Vietnamese writers as well 
as David’s own history of exposure to the deadly 
Agent Orange. Copies have been purchased by 
several public and private collectors, and he 
recently presented a copy of the book to the 
president of the Vietnamese National Assembly.

1970s
REBECCA GOODALE (ATTENDED) ’73 was the 
recipient of the 2015 Master Craft Artist Award 
from the Maine Crafts Association. 

MATT BLACKWELL ’77 was the recipient of a 
Guggenheim Fellowship. 

CAREN-MARIE MICHEL ’78 had her work exhibited 
at the State Capitol through the Maine Arts 
Commission Art in the Capitol program. 

JUDE VALENTINE ’78 received a Percent for 
Art commission for 11 paintings to be installed 
in the new addition of the Washington County 
Courthouse in Machias, ME. An article about it 

appeared in the Bangor Daily News. Jude was 
an artist-in-residence at the Heliker-LaHotan 
Foundation on Great Cranberry Island, ME, 
and also had her work selected for a two-year 
exhibition in the American Embassy in Abu  
Dhabi as part of the Art in Embassies program. 

CELESTE ROBERGE ’79 had a sculpture that  
she designed temporarily housed by Martha 
Stewart during reconstruction at the Farnsworth 
Art Museum, where the piece was originally 
installed. Martha wrote about it on her blog. 
Celeste also had an exhibition titled Celeste 
Roberge: Seaweed at Diamond Cove Art  
Gallery on Great Diamond Island in Portland, ME. 
 

1980s
VIRGINIA FLECK (ATTENDED) ’80 had her work  
included in a group exhibition at Art on Paper in  
New York City, and in a group exhibition titled  
Cutout/Decoupage at Nancy Hoffman Gallery in  
New York City. 

PETER LINDQUIST ’81 has hosted several Death 
Cafe events in Maine, in which community 
members can come together to discuss their 
questions about death in a comfortable setting. 
The events have been supported by the Picker 
Family Resource Center at Pen Bay Healthcare.

REBECCA “JESS” BEYLER ’82 had work included 
in a group exhibition at the Freeport Art Museum 
in Freeport, IL, and at Error Records in Urbana, 
IL in an exhibition funded by the City of Urbana 
Here and Now Arts Grant. The work will be up 
during the Boneyard Arts Festival. She also had 
work included in the Around the Block show at 

For more than a hundred years, 
MECA's alumni have made outstanding 
contributions in their respective fields. 
In the 21st century, they now bring the 
qualities of creative problem solving 
blended with an entrepreneurial spirit to 
continue MECA's legacy of excellence. 

alumni 
class notes

Giertz Gallery at Parkland College in Champaign, 
IL, and in a juried exhibition titled International 
Painting NYC IV at Jeffrey Leder Gallery in Long 
Island City, NY. She was recently a guest on the 
talk show Art Now on Urbana Public Television.

KATY “KAT” TAYLOR ’82 created a signature 
collection of silk scarves and women’s clothing  
designs that featured her pen and ink drawings,  
which are featured on VIDA, a global website  
partnership of co-creators. 

ABRAHAM ALAIN SCHECHTER ’85 works at the 
Portland Public Library as the Special Collections 
Librarian & Archivist in Portland, ME. He curated 
an exhibition of historical photographs from the 
Portland Public Library Archives in conjunction 
with a Portland Press Herald photo exhibit. He 
also taught a workshop on calligraphy as part of  
the Maker Fair that was held at the Library.

SHARYN PAUL BRUSIE ’86 had her documentary  
film Liz nominated for Best Doc at the Female Eye  
Film Festival in Toronto. It also received an 
Honorable Mention by Jury and a second place 
Audience Award at the Woods Hole Film Festival; 
screened at the Breckenridge Film Festival; was 
included in the Canadian Sport Film Fest in Toronto; 
and was screened in Maine at SPACE Gallery and  
One Longfellow Square.  

EDNA DRATCH-PARKER ’86 is the owner of EFD  
Creative, an event planning & design business. Her 
company won the Wedding of the Year award from 
the National Association for Catering and Events.

MIMO GORDO RILEY ’86 had a solo painting exhibition 
at Art Prov in Providence, RI, in conjunction with  
a MECA Ceramics alumni exhibition.

TOP MATT BLACKWELL '77  •  Wrong Lane, Blinker On, oil on hand-sewn canvas, mixed media, 98" x 64" 2014



items from the University of Sweden’s archeological 
collection, and has lectured at Champlain College 
in his capacity as a self-described archeo-artist- 
metalsmith.

RACHAEL EASTMAN ’94 had a solo show titled 
Ocean Ritual at the Robert E. White Gallery at 
Husson University, Bangor, ME. Her work was also  
included in Harlow Gallery’s juried Art 2015 20th 
Anniversary Show in Hallowell, ME; Seasonal 
Scenes, the Beauty of Rural Maine at the L.C. 
Bates Museum in Hinckley, ME; Intricate Worlds  
at Engine in Biddeford, ME; in Volume 28 of Studio 
Visit Magazine; and in the latest edition of the 
Union of Maine Visual Artists Quarterly Journal.

AARON WILLIAMS ’94 had his work included in a  
group exhibition called Mimic at Air Circulation in  
Brooklyn, NY.

SHANNON ROSE RILEY ’95 wrote a book titled 
Performing Race and Erasure: Cuba, Haiti, and 
US Culture, 1898-1940 (Palgrave Macmillan, 
2016). Shannon is the Department Chair of 
Humanities at San Jose State University.

SUE ANNE HOYT ’96 serves as vice president 
of Chilton County Arts Council in Alabama. 
She is the director of Rose Gallery and co-
taught an art camp for children this summer 
through CCAC. In addition, she maintains 
a small gallery at her local YMCA.

KARI RADASCH ’97 had her new instructional video, 
Low-Tech Clay: High End Results, in which she 
demonstrates how to make one of her stacked 
dishes, featured on the Ceramic Arts Daily website 
and blog.

SHANNON RANKIN ’97 received a grant from 
the Berkshire Taconic Community Foundation 
and has been accepted into the Roswell Artist 
in Residence program in New Mexico in 2016.

KARA TAYLOR ’97 had an exhibition titled 
Trousseau, Love and Heartbreak at 
Kara Taylor Gallery in Chilmark, MA.

ALISON ALFREDSON ’98 had a solo exhibition of  
her paintings in REO Town’s Creative Corridor in 
Lansing, MI. 

CHRIS PATCH ’98 was hired as Exhibition 
Coordinator at MECA. For over 10 years he has 
installed art for many of the major museums in 
New York City, including MoMA, the Brooklyn 

ERIN HUTTON ’98 

accepted the role of Director of Exhibitions 
and Special Projects at MECA. She also 
led a team of artists to create SWARM, a 
permanent two-story installation of sixty-two 
vintage typewriters in the new Press Hotel 
in Portland, ME. SWARM was designed by 
Erin in collaboration with Artists at Work at 
MECA, and team members John Nelson '12, 
Nicole Farrand '11, and Sabrina Volante '14.

TERRENCE “JAY” HARRIS ’96 
is an award-winning master jeweler and 
recently announced the opening of his own 
studio, Jay Harris Custom in Dorset, VT. For 
more than 30 years he has been designing 
personalized one-of-a-kind jewelry pieces for 
customers worldwide. He was a 2013 finalist 
in the Palladium Alliance International Design 
Contest, and his award-winning designs 
have been showcased in Hollywood celebrity 
dressings at the Golden Globes, the Emmy 
Awards, and the Oscars. He uses a four-
stage custom CAD design and manufacturing 
process and is just one of a handful of 
designers in the country that uses this process.

LIBBY BARRETT ’88 exhibited artist books at the 
Joanne Waxman Library at MECA, and four of 
her books were included in an exhibition at the 
Lewis Gallery at the Portland Public Library in 
Portland, ME.

LOUISE BOURNE ’88 had work included in a group 
exhibition called Interior Life at Ocean House 
Gallery in Cape Elizabeth, ME. 

CAMILLE DAVIDSON ’89 had an exhibition titled 
Stone Stories in the Charles C. Thomas Gallery 
at MECA. Camille’s encaustic paintings were a 
tribute to the echoes of stories in beach stones 
she found during her MECA artist residency in  
Baie Ste. Marie. 

1990s
CINDY DAVIS ’90 and RHONDA (RONNIE) WILSON ’91 
had an exhibition at 3Fish Gallery called of breath 
and bone in Portland, ME. A review of the show 
appeared in the Portland Phoenix.

FRANCINE SCHROCK ’91 had an exhibition at 
Hole in the Wall Studioworks in Raymond, ME. 

KARI VAN TINE ’92 performed a dance drawing in 
Angel Soldier Dance Sublime at Target Gallery at 
the Torpedo Factory Art Center in Alexandria, VA.

J. ARTHUR LOOSE ’93 has been self-employed 
since 1997, making stainless damascus jewelry 
and historically and mythologically inspired 
blades. He has taught bladesmithing and jewelry 
classes at Shelburne Craft School, Peter’s Valley, 
and the New England School of Metalwork, in  
addition to teaching high school art and jewelry.  
He has participated in several artist collaborations 
called Arctic Fire, which have evolved from 
educational lectures into film documentaries about 
the making of swords and other objects as mythic 
narratives. He was recently invited to document  
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Museum, the Guggenheim, and the New Museum.  
Chris had work included in a group exhibition at 
Mayo Street Arts titled Knock Knock, along with 
Adjunct Instructor of Foundation Hilary Irons. He 
was an artist-in-residence at Mayo Street Arts 
and worked with neighborhood youths to create 
an exhibition of fifty papier-mache bird sculptures 
titled Migration. He also had his work included in 
a two-person exhibition titled New Work by Chris 
Patch and Ruby Palmer at Ocean House Gallery 
in Cape Elizabeth, ME.

RENEE BOUCHARD ’99 had a solo exhibition titled  
Painting Interrupted at the Bennington Free Library 
in Bennington, VT. 

RACHEL “CHAYA” CARON ’99 was featured on 
Channel 13 WGME in Portland, ME, for her 
Saving You Money program, which focused on 
repurposing jewelry. She was also featured on 
WMTW Channel 8’s Made in Maine. 

SARAH ANDREWS MCNEIL ’99 accepted a full-time 
teaching position in the Animation Department at 
Maryland Institute College of Art. 

JACK SABON ’99 had his work included in Indigenous 
Brilliance, an exhibition of Native American work 
in The Hague, Netherlands. His work in Italy’s 
Imago Mundi, the Luciano Benetton collection of 
indigenous peoples’ art from around the world, 
was included in the North American Indian edition 
of the Imago Mundi catalog. His work from both 
of these shows was included in a collateral event 
at Findazione Giorgio Cini at the Venice Biennale 
2015, and was also shown in the Indigenous Fine 
Art Market in Santa Fe, NM.

JAMES ZILIAN ’99 and his wife ZOE ZILIAN (NEE AMY 
HALVORSON, ATTENDED) ’97 own and operate 
Farmhouse Pottery in Woodstock, VT. Farmhouse 
has partnered with West Elm, a division of Williams- 
Sonoma, on a design project. Its dog bowls and 
rolling pins are available through Sundance, and  
some of the company’s other products are sold at  
80 retail shops around the country. Farmhouse 
wares have been featured in Martha Stewart 
Living and New England Home magazines. They 
hired Laura Kyle ’09 to assist them in the workshop. 

2000s
VIVIAN BEER ’00 had an exhibition at The Annex in 
Manchester, NH.

SEAN WILKINSON ’01, co-founder of Might and Main, 
employs several MECA alumni, including Regis  
Biron ’09, Morgan DiPietro ’11, Sarah McLean ’14, 
and intern Miekala Cangelosi ’16. They completed 
two large-scale brand design projects with L.L.Bean 
over the past year, including the 2014 Holiday 
Campaign and a redesign of the Outdoor Discovery 
Schools’ visual identity. They also created a sub- 
brand for the Centennial Plan for Concord Academy, 
a high school in Massachusetts, and launched 
several new restaurant brands, including The 
Honey Paw, Isa, Evo, and Other Side Delicatessen.

GABRIEL ADAMS ’02 worked with his sculpture 
collective Nine Dragon Heads to create a collateral 
event for the Venice Biennale titled Jump into the 
Unknown. Gabe met up with MECA’s MFA students 
during their trip to Venice this past summer and  
offered guidance on exploring the arts in Venice. He 
also received a grant from the Berkshire Taconic 
Community Foundation.

GINA ADAMS ’02 exhibited two installations at the 
Nerman Museum of Contemporary Art in Overland 
Park, KS, titled Its Honor Is Here Pledged and  
To Honor the Unidentified. Art critic and author 
Lucy Lippard wrote the introduction to the show 
catalog. Gina also exhibited her work at the North 
American Native American Museum (NONAM) in 
Zurich, Switzerland.

HANNAH BARNES ’02 had her work featured in the 
Harrison Center Gallery Annex in Indianapolis, IN. 
Her work has appeared in the Academy of Fine Arts 
and Design in Wroclaw, Poland, as well as in the 
Richmond Museum of Art in Richmond, IN, and the 
Shore Institute for Contemporary Art in Long Beach, 
NJ. She also co-curated a group exhibition titled 
The Farthest Plane: Explorations in Abstraction, 
which featured the work of five visual artists working 
with abstract forms, including Sage Lewis ’04, at 
Ball State University School of Art’s Atrium Gallery 
in Muncie, IN.

JUSTIN RICHEL ’02 was awarded a Monhegan Artists’ 
Residency on Monhegan Island, ME.

MICHELLE WEINSTEIN ’02 had her work included 
in a group exhibition of UBC Master of Fine Arts 
graduate students titled object approaching short  
blue waves at Morris and Helen Belkin Art Gallery 
at the University of British Columbia in Vancouver, 
British Columbia. A public critique of the work was 
held during the exhibition.

SAGE TUCKER-KETCHAM ’03 exhibited her work in 
a collaborative three-person exhibition titled This 
Is Our Show at S.P.A.C.E. Gallery in Burlington, VT. 

SAGE LEWIS ’04 was an MFA fellow at the Virginia 
Commonwealth University, Qatar. Her work was shown 
in a two-person exhibition at Hamad bin Khalifa 
University Student Center Art Gallery in Doha, Qatar.

GARY ROBINOV ’04 and his company, White Dog Arts 
Digital Film Production, produced a documentary 
film titled Raising Ali. The film tells the story of one 
of the most controversial and famous sporting events 
of all time, the Ali vs. Liston 2 fight. Gary discussed 
the film with Robert Siegel on NPR’s All Things 
Considered and in an interview with Tom Porter  
of Maine Public Broadcasting Network (MPBN) for 
Maine Things Considered.

REBECCA SHELLY ’04 had her work included in the 
Winter Wonderland Artist Show at Umbrella in 
Portland, ME.

KIMBERLY CONVERY ’05 had a solo exhibition at 
Engine Gallery in Biddeford, ME, titled Everything 
You Know Is True. She also had her work included in 
the group exhibition Intricate Worlds, along with  
Alison Hildreth ’76, Rachel Eastman ’94 and Sarah  
Gorham MFA ’01, also at Engine. 

JENNY MCGEE DOUGHERTY ’05 painted a mural as 
part of the Portland Mural Initiative project in East 
Bayside, Portland, ME. The Portland Mural Initiative 
is a project created by Tessa O’Brien MFA ’16 and  
her partner.

NICOLE DUENNEBIER ’05 and her sister Caitlin  
Duennebier installed an exhibit of dioramas titled 
Battle for the Sweetlands in the SPACE Gallery 
window in Portland, ME.

PATRICIA BRACE ’06 participated in the exhibition 
RESPOND at Smack Mellon in Brooklyn, NY. She 
performed at Mason Gross School of the Arts in 
their inaugural performance art event titled OPEN 
at the Livingston Arts Performance Space (LIPS), 
and performed a piece titled I Want You/ She’s So  
Heavy in conjunction with the exhibition You Are  
Here Now at The Gateway Center in Newark, NJ, 
and 31-13 at 511 Congress St in Portland, ME. She 
also presented the performance and installation 

JADA FITCH (ATTENDED) ’06 

illustrated Melissa Kim’s new children’s board 
book, A Snowy Owl Story, published by 
Islandport Press in Yarmouth. It is the first in a 
series called “Wildlife on the Move.” The series 
is a partnership between Islandport Press and 
Maine Audubon. A book signing event took 
place in the Artists at Work space at MECA.
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Trick Endings with Katie Hector at No Holds Barred  
Project Space in New York City.

MARTHA MILLER ’06, ABBETH RUSSELL ’11, and SUSAN 
BICKFORD MFA '01 had their work included in a 
group exhibition titled Ghosts 3  at Mayo Street Arts 
in Portland, ME.

MATT W. MOORE ’06 had an exhibition titled Shadovvs 
at 886 Geary Gallery in San Francisco, CA, after a 
two-week residency at the gallery.

EMILY PERCIVAL ’06 was hired as Student Accounts 
Coordinator at MECA. Emily brings deep experience 
in office management from her six years as Office  
and Customer Service Manager at Nina Designs in 
Berkeley, CA.

ZACHARY REESE ’06 is a member of the two-person 
band Bear and Walrus, which was named number 
three out of 16 bands and musicians shaping the 
Philadelphia music scene on BillyPenn, a Philadelphia- 
based online news agency. 

BRETT WALKER ’06 led a performative coffee 
experience as part of the Parking Lot Art Fair. His  
short film Drinking The Ocean Through A Straw was 
screened at StARTup Art Fair as part of the ArtSpan 
room at the Hotel Del Sol. He participated in a panel 
which was an offshoot of the “Applying For Attention 
and Getting Your Work Out There” lecture he presented 
at ArtSpan in March. He is also producing work for 
Alite and Boreas, a small manufacturer of outdoor 
equipment based in San Francisco, centered around 
“coffee, the outdoors, and the general experience  
of Brett Walker.” His work was published in San 
Francisco Magazine, and he exhibited a collection of 
photographs titled Red Place at Four Barrel Coffee  
in San Francisco, CA.

ANTHONY BRAGG ’07 completed his master’s degree 
at Rhode Island School of Design. He also exhibited 
his work in a group exhibition called Sub-Scheme at 
Western Exhibitions in Chicago, IL.

ARTHUR HALVORSEN ’07 is a founding member of  
POW! (Pots On Wheels!), a collaborative group of 
functional potters who bring shows, projects, and 
collaborations directly to communities in their mobile 
gallery/project space.

VICTORIA MARSH ’07 was an artist-in-residence at the 
Icelandic Textile Center in Blönduós, Iceland.

MAISIE MAEVE MYFAWNWY BROOME ’08 was one of  
seven artists accepted into a nine-month art residency 
at the Textile Arts Center in New York City. One of her 
dress designs for her clothing company, MYFAWNWY, 
was featured as an “Editors Essential” in Racked  
National, a fashion website/blog. Her pieces are 
featured in a boutique dedicated to emerging artists 
and designers called The Rising States in NYC.

ASHERAH CINNAMON ’08 received the 2015 Linda and 
Joel Abromson Fund Award to pursue her work at Art 
Kibbutz New York and to teach workshops about art, 
environmental issues, and the development of creativity 
among young people. Her resulting work was shown 
at Shmita Art Fest at the Jewish International Art 
Colony. She also had her work included in a group  
exhibition at The Maine Jewish Museum in Portland, 
ME, titled Maine Synagogues Artistic Interpretations. 
Southern Maine Hillel put up her Dwelling Place sukkah 
installation on the USM Portland campus.

LONDON DUPERE ’08 was hired as a Fall Seasonal 
Recruiter at MECA. London has been enrolled in a post- 
baccalaureate program in ceramics at the Henry Radford 

alumni print session

The 11th Annual Alumni Print Session took place in 
October. Participants worked in relationship to the 
theme "Interference" generated by Visiting Artist 
Carlos Pileggi MFA '13. Participating artists included 
Shawn Brewer ‘12, Jacqueline Dubois ‘05, Sandra 
Lapage MFA ‘13, Leeanna Morris MFA ‘14, Pilar Nadal 
MFA ‘13, Carlos Pileggi MFA ’13, Brady Price ‘14, 
Judith Schneider MFA ‘14, Carter Shappy ‘15, and 
Elizabeth Taylor ’08.



Hope School of Fine Arts at Indiana University, is a 
certified art educator in the state of New Hampshire, 
and has taught at the high school level. 

KORI HANDWERKER ’08 had her comic illustrations 
published in eight books, including Beyond: A Queer 
Sci-Fi/Fantasy Comic Anthology; Chainmail Bikini: A 
Comic Anthology of Women Gamers; Love in All 
Forms: The Big Book of Growing up Queer; Purity: 
A Post-Yaoi Anthology; Geeks Out! Power Anthology; 
and Oath: An Anthology of Queer Superheroes. She 
is working on printing an omnibus edition of her 300- 
page graphic novel Prince of Cats.

ERICA (HOFFMAN) MELHUS ’08 and her partner 
opened a microbrewery and beer garden in Norway, 
ME, called Norway Brewing Company. Their first 
“official” beer, the Transatlantic Amber Ale, was made 
in collaboration with Põhjala Brewery in Estonia.

LESLIE MURRAY ’08 was hired as a full-time 
Admissions Counselor at MECA. She received her 
MAT in 2013 from New York University and then 
returned to MECA where she has been an Adjunct 
Painting and Foundation Instructor as well as the 
Painting Program Studio Tech. Previously, Leslie 
was a two-year visual fellow at the Fine Arts Work 
Center in Provincetown, MA, and a visual art fellow 
at the MacDowell Colony in Peterborough, NH.

JENNA CROWDER ’09 presented Persephone in the  
Late Anthropocene: Movement One, a modern,  
collaborative spoken-word opera about Persephone’s 
erratic journeys in the age of climate change, at 
Hinge/Works in Portland, ME.

MOLLY ALEZA VOGEL ’09 won Best in Category for 
Jewelry at the Bethesda Row Fine Arts Festival in 
Bethesda, MD, and participated in the final annual 
Washington Craft Show. She was also selected as 
a finalist for a NICHE magazine award.

BRADLY WERLEY ’09 and Bob Blevins of WerlyBob 
Pictures completed T.P., a stop-motion short animated 
film that was screened in many film festivals, including 
the Viewster Online Film Festival; the Liverpool Lift 
Off Film Festival in Liverpool, England; the Newport 
Beach Film Festival; the Cayman Islands Film Festival; 
the Anima Mundi Animation Festival in Brazil; the 
Brooklyn Film Festival; the USA Film Festival in 
Dallas, where the film was a finalist for Best Animated 
Short; and the Beverly Hills Film Festival, where they 
won the award for Best Animated Film. Brad works 
as a junior mold-maker at LAIKA animation studio, 
which produced ParaNorman and Coraline, in 
Hillsboro, OR.

2010s

ADAM CHAU ’10 had an article with the title of 
“Digital Calligraphy” published in Ceramics Monthly.

BRITTANY MARCOUX ’10 assisted in organizing 
two group exhibitions as part of the spring 2015 
Curatorial Practices Graduate Seminar in Boston, 
MA, at Massachusetts College of Art and Design 
at Samsøñ gallery. Her work was also included in 
the exhibition there titled Bouncing in the Corner.

JASON TURGEON ’10 won the Spotlight on Arts 
Award for Best Installation Artist. His work has been 
featured in Buoy Gallery in Kittery, ME, 100 Market 
Street in Portsmouth, NH, and Franklin Gallery in 
Rochester, NH.

ADDISON DE LISLE ’11 was accepted to the MFA 
Program for Metalsmithing and Blacksmithing at 
Southern Illinois University at Carbondale.

GABRIEL MANGOLD ’11 was accepted into the California 
Institute of the Arts’ experimental animation program 
in Valencia, CA. 

MAGGIE MUTH ’11 hosts a monthly sewing gathering 
at Mayo Street Arts in Portland, ME, called Stitch Hive.

ABBETH RUSSELL ’11 was named Best Street Performer 
by the Portland Phoenix for her juggling, painting,  
and performing. As a street performer, she appears 
with musical group The Bumbling Woohas. She 
exhibits her art at Community Television Center and 
Mayo Street Arts, teaches at A Space for Grace, and 
held a 12-Hour Hidden Ladder Painting Marathon on 
Congress Street, all in Portland, ME.

SHAWN BREWER ’12 was hired by New Balance to  
travel the country and create original artwork on-site 
at festivals. His prints were in high demand at the 
Boston Calling music festival, and resulted in a story 
on Boston.com.

CHAD CREIGHTON ’12 had an installation titled 
Hitchhikers at Blind Tiger in Wilton, NH.

RAY EWING ’12 had three of his pieces featured in 
the Pingyao International Photo Festival, one of the 
most important photo events in all of Asia.

SAMANTHA “SAM” GUAY ’12 had her illustration Tender 
selected to be included in Spectrum 22: The Best in 
Contemporary Fantastic Art. She also had her art 
featured on the cover of Nightmare magazine and 
in their special “Women Destroy Horror” issue. 

ANDREW HAVILAND ’12 had his work included in an 
exhibition called “Found Some Flotsam” at Lore in 
Providence, RI.

TINA MCLUCKIE ’12 completed her Associate of 
Applied Science (A.A.S.), Orthotist/Prosthetist 
degree at Century College in White Bear Lake, MN.

REBECCA “REESA” WOOD ’12 curated and exhibited 
her work in Raze/Bulldoze: a comix show at the 
Community Television Network in Portland, ME.

MILES SPADONE ’13 works as a product designer with 
Vital Innovation founder Yona Belfort in Portland, 
ME. They have developed a cold water dry glove 
and are building a cold water athletic equipment 
brand called Furnace, which celebrates the passion 
of cold water athletes and offers performance 
products to stay warmer longer. CFile Online, the daily 
blog for Contemporary Ceramic Art + Design, also 
published a review of Spadone’s ceramic work.

CHUN-HUA “HANJI” CHANG ’14 and her husband Andy 
O’Brien were featured on the cover of the Portland 
Press Herald for the video they created and produced 
on the topic of climate change. The cartoon is winning 
praise for the way it uses humor to convey the latest 
science about the impact of climate change on Maine’s 
lobster fishery. The animation, A Climate Calamity in 
the Gulf of Maine: The Lobster Pot Heats Up, was 
funded by the Maine Sea Grant College Program at 
the University of Maine.

IAN GOLDSBOROUGH ’14 had a solo exhibition at 
Highfield Hall in Falmouth, MA, titled Intersections: 
Recent Paintings by Ian Goldsborough.

NICOLE HOLMES ’14 was hired as the Digital Media 
Coordinator at MECA.

ELIZABETH “LIZ” LONG ’14 had a solo exhibition called 
Keepsakes at Vestibule 594 in Portland, ME. She 
was also accepted for a three-month residency at 
the Burren College of Art in Ireland.

HAYLEY SACCO ’14 works at Town and Country 
Federal Credit Union in the IT department as a 
Mobile App Designer, where she is working on an in- 
house multiplayer educational game/simulation about 
banking through which employees play and learn 
throughout the day.

ISAK ATKINS ’15 is participating in AmeriCorps National 
Civilian Community Corps in Sacramento, CA.

MFA
ANNA SHAPIRO MFA ’00 had two solo exhibitions: 
one at The Maine Jewish Museum in Portland, ME, 
titled Pārvietošana: Displacement; and Selected 
Works: The First Two Years at Van Vessem Gallery, 
Tiverton, RI. She also had her work included in 
Weathering Art: Artists Address Catastrophic Climate 
Change at Brickbottom Gallery in Somerville, MA; in 
Untamed Objects at Machines With Magnets in 
Pawtucket, RI; and in an exhibit in the project space 
at AS220 in Providence, RI.

GINA SIEPEL MFA ’08 

had a solo exhibition at the Mariboe Gallery  
at the Peddie School in Hightstown, NJ, titled 
Audubon’s Birds.
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9AARON STEPHAN MFA ’02 installed a series of five 
altered light pole sculptures titled Variations  
on the Texas Tech University campus in Lubbock, 
TX. He also organized Inside, Outside, Above, 
Below, a performance/project with former MECA 
MFA Co-Director Lauren Fensterstock and chef 
Masa Miyake that included a night of architectural 
performance and food. His piece 28 Columns, 
consisting of an organized stack of classical Greek 
columns, was featured at PULSE Contemporary  
Art Fair in New York. 

PETER BUOTTE MFA ’03 completed his Master’s 
Degree in Art Therapy at the School of Visual Arts 
in New York City. His current endeavor, Spirit of 
Survival, is a nonprofit nationwide sculpture project 
in which U.S. amputee and burn survivor veterans  
from Iraq and Afghanistan combat zones pose for 
replicated sculptures, utilizing 3-D scanning and 
printing technology. Two Spirit of Survival sculptures 
were featured in the reopening of the National 
Veterans Art Museum in Chicago and were broadcast 
on Chicago’s ABC Evening News. Peter will retire 
from the Army in June 2016 with 27 years of service.

MAYSEY CRADDOCK MFA ’03 had a solo exhibition 
at Sears Peyton Gallery in New York City.

DANA BELL MFA ’04 gave a performance titled Poses 
for Communication at Roulette in Brooklyn, NY.

KRISTEN REYNOLDS MFA ’04 exhibited her new 
installation titled (Cut) in an exhibit called Framing 
Space at 3S ArtSpace in Portsmouth, NH. She  
gave an artist talk in the gallery in conjunction  
with the exhibit.

MELANIE FIANDER MFA ’07 exhibited her photographs 
in the Bermuda Society of Arts Members 
Photographic Show in Hamilton, Bermuda.

CHRISTOPHER SULLIVAN MFA ’07 gave a Lunch Box 
Art Talk at Southern Maine Community College 
called “I’ma let you finish, but Kanye West is THE 
GREATEST ARTIST OF ALL TIME.”

COLE CASWELL MFA ’08 was hired as an Adjunct 
Faculty Researcher at Prescott College.

ALINA GALLO MFA ’08 had an exhibition at SPACE 
Gallery in Portland, ME, titled We Are Staying. A 
review written by Jenna Crowder ’09 appeared 
in Dispatch magazine.

ELAINE ANGELOPOULOS MFA ’09 performed her 
piece ”Let’s Have a Conversation!” through the 
Franklin Furnace Presents Performance Art Series 
at SELECT Art Fair in New York City.

REENIE CHARRIERE MFA ’09 had an exhibit called 
Everybody's Ocean at the Santa Cruz Museum 
of Art and History in Santa Cruz, CA. She also 
participated in a group exhibition called 
Obsidere at Alter Space in San Francisco, CA, 
and gave a gallery talk about her work.

JESSICA TOWNES GEORGE MFA ’09 is Guest  
Curator with Friends of Congress Square Park in 
Portland, ME. She also had an exhibition titled 
Solstice Show at GEM Gallery on Peaks Island, ME.

MICHEL DROGE MFA ’10 exhibited her work in Other 
Landscapes: Artists Michel Droge & Michael 
Shaughnessy at Owen Gallery at Gould Academy in 
Bethel, ME. She also had a solo exhibition at June 
Fitzpatrick Gallery in Portland, ME, called Tiny 
Catastrophes. She did a two-week residency on 
Whitehead Island in the Bay of Fundy and another 
residency at Rhode Island School of Design 
called “Art, Science + Nature: Investigating Coastal 
Ecosystems in the Field, Lab and Studio.”

ALEXANDRA SILVERTHORNE MFA ’10 had her work 
included in a group exhibition at the Tony 
Hungerford Memorial Gallery at the College of 
Southern Maryland, and was interviewed on the 
Hungry Ghost blog published by a Chicago- 
based photography collective.

SARAH BOUCHARD MFA ’11 had her work included 
in Summer Exhibition, a group show at Corey 
Daniels Gallery in Wells, ME.

KIM VOSE JONES MFA ’12 participated in the Marion 
McCain Exhibition of Contemporary Atlantic Art 
at Beaverbrook Art Gallery in Fredericton, New 
Brunswick, Canada. She had a solo exhibit at the 
University of New Brunswick Art Centre.

SHIRAH NEUMANN MFA ’12 and JESSICA VAN SWOL 
MFA ’12 curated and exhibited their work in 
Transmissions at the Feed Arts and Cultural Center 
in Kankakee, IL. The exhibition also featured 
Angela Warren MFA ’11, Anne Buckwalter MFA ’12, 
Julie K. Gray MFA ’12, Mike Lewis MFA ’12, and 
Pilar Nadal MFA ’13. Mike Lewis participated in 

a radio interview on the local morning show WKAN 
and taught a workshop on totem poles, and on 
Jessica and Shirah taught a workshop together on 
the closing night.

TONI JO COPPA MFA ’13 had two solo exhibitions: 
The Interlopers at the L.C. Bates Museum in Hinckley, 
ME; and Smoke and Mirrors at the Charles C. 
Thomas Gallery at MECA. She also had her work 
included in Twisted at the Festival Port Noarlunga 
Art Gallery in Victor Harbor, Australia; Violence 
Transformed 2015: Celebrating the Transformative 
Power of Art at the Massachusetts Statehouse in 
Boston and at 1000 Mass Ave. Gallery at Cambridge 
College in Cambridge, MA; Anniversary Exhibition 
at Fresh A.I.R. Gallery in Columbus, OH; and 
Beyond our Walls at Urban Art Space at Ohio 
State University, Columbus, OH. 

MARINA ECKLER MFA ’13  and Jonathan Fey opened 
a new contemporary bookstore called Mountain 
Fold Books in Colorado Springs, Colorado, which 
specializes in small press literature.  

SANDRA LAPAGE MFA ’13 had work included in the 
group exhibition Cage Dies Bird Flies at The 
Vanderbilt Republic’s Gowanus Loft in Brooklyn, NY, 
where she had the solo show End Reveries and 
was a resident for 10 days. An additional solo show 
there is planned for the winter. 
 
CARLOS PILEGGI MFA ’13 had work included in a 
group exhibition at the Brazilian Consulate in New 
York City. Carlos and Sandra Lapage MFA ’13 
completed a six-month residency and were part 
of a collective exhibition and curatorial panel 
discussion at the NARS Foundation in Brooklyn, NY, 
followed by a two-person exhibition at Gravura 
Brasileira titled Entre o Brilho da Pele e o Esforço 
do Amor. They had a collective exhibition at 
Gowanus Loft in Brooklyn, NY, and a two-person 
exhibition at Saint Joseph’s College in Brooklyn, NY. 

JOHN GARDINER MFA ’14 had his work included in 
Pop Up: On and Off the Wall at First Street Gallery 
in New York. He also installed a commissioned 
furniture set in DiMillo’s restaurant lounge in 
Portland, ME.

LEEANNA MORRIS MFA ’14 accepted the position of  
Assistant Director of Student Life for Student 
Involvement and Leadership Programs. She had 
been in an interim role of Coordinator of Student 
Involvement since January 2015. Prior to her current 
role, she served in the roles of Admissions Rep., 
Pre-College Coordinator, Student Affairs Graduate 
Assistant, and Teaching Assistant at MECA. 

JUDITH SCHNEIDER MFA ’14 exhibited her work at  
Red Thread in Portland, ME. 

CHARLEY YOUNG MFA ’14 had her work included  
in a two-person show called Beautiful Illusions at 

MATTHEW TANZI MFA ‘15  
created animations for a performance of  
Saint-Saëns’ “Dance Macabre” at the  
Portland Symphony Orchestra's Trick or 
Treat concert.



in memoriam
DONALD WINTHROP BOURNE (ATTENDED) ’51  
passed away on May 5, 2013, at the age of 83 in South Bristol, ME. He was born in Brooklyn, 
NY, on May 10, 1929, earned a degree in business from the School of Commerce at 
Washington and Lee University in Lexington, VA, and married June Alice Bloomfield in 
1956. Don worked in finance for the rest of his life, at Merrill Lynch; Scudder Stevens and 
Clarke, Independent Investment Advisors; and F. Eberstadt. After commuting into New  
York City for the better part of 45 years, he established his own investment company, 
Bourne Management, Inc., in Montclair, NJ, which evolved into Bourne, Stenstrom, Lent, 
Asset Management, with Don heading the Yarmouth office until his death. In 1989, he and 
June moved to Maine, where they had been spending summers since 1966. He enjoyed 
sailing his catboat Dixie Bull, adventuring in their whimsical multicolored tugboat Lil’ 
Toot, and golfing. He leaves behind his wife, June, of 57 years; daughters, Linda Bourne 
and Lisa Stickle; son, Donald, Jr.; and other relatives.

RICHARD B. “DICK” LEONARD ’51  
passed away on December 31, 2014, in Portland, ME, at 85 years of age. Dick was born in 
Portland on June 21, 1929, graduated from Cheverus High School, and earned a degree  
at Portland School of Art (now MECA) in 1957. Dick used his talents as a commercial artist 
throughout his life and donated many hours making signs and other artwork to various 
charity and fraternal organizations. He managed The Paint Pot for 25 years before he became 
the owner and operator of the Paint and Sign Shop, which offered portrait drawings and 
exterior lettering of vehicles and billboards. He was married to Patricia (O’Reilly) Clark for 
28 years until her death in 2005. Dick was a real “people person” who had a wonderful sense 
of humor and exhibited his Irish heritage with a fantastic ability for story and joke telling.

PAULINE ANNE CLEMENT ’59  
passed away on April 14, 2014, at 99 years old. Born in Montville, she was a longtime 
resident of Belfast, ME. She graduated from Crosby High School in Belfast, Westbrook 
Junior College, and Portland School of Art (now MECA), all in Maine. She was employed  
by Fred T. Chase Jewelry Store, which became Stover’s Jewelry Store, in Belfast. During 
the 1940’s, she was employed by the Belfast chapter of the Red Cross. She worked as an 
elementary school art teacher and also specialized in restoring, reproducing, and teaching 
early American decoration.  Pauline was an active participant in several Maine artist 
organizations and guilds and also enjoyed contributing information and old pictures to the 
Montville Historical Society. She is survived by two nephews and several great nieces 
and nephews.

TODD D. GOUDREAULT ’83  
passed away in April of 2014 in Portland, ME. Todd was a successful graphic designer and 
art director who started designing as soon as he could line up his blocks with letters and 
colors. After receiving his BFA from Portland School of Art (now MECA), he attended Yale, 
studied design in Switzerland, and traveled extensively, although Portland was always his 
home base. He worked with premier designers and artists throughout the country during 
his career. He said, “Combining my extensive design expertise and strong commitment to 
creative clarity with the client’s own insights and direction leads to fantastic end results.” 
“Design Everything” was his visual identity as well as his professional creative mantra. 

LAURENCE P. (LONNY) SISSON HON. DFA ’92 
died at his home in Albuquerque, NM, on August. 7, 2015, at the age of 87. Born in Boston, 
MA, his professional career as an artist spanned 72 years, and he was painting into the 
week that he died. His landscapes and seascapes were inspired by the scenic coastline 
of Boothbay Harbor, where he grew up. Sisson was a master watercolorist and oil painter, 
expanding his source material to the Southwest in 1979 with his relocation to Santa Fe, NM. 
His work is included in the permanent collections of 18 American museums, including the 
Boston Museum of Fine Arts, Portland Museum of Art, The Farnsworth Art Museum, and 
Columbia Museum of Fine Arts. Sisson became the first living artist to exhibit at the Vose  
Gallery in Boston, America’s oldest art gallery. Lonny taught at the Portland School of Art 
(now MECA) in the 1950s and led an impassioned effort that convinced the trustees to  
rescind their decision to close the school when it faced difficult financial times. He then 
served as the school’s director from 1955–1957 and received an honorary degree on 
October 9, 1992. Lonny and his wife, Judy, established and funded the Laurence and Judy 
Sisson Travelling Fellowship Grant for many years, which benefited students by enabling 
them to spend time in Italy as inspiration for their work and to expand their scholarly 
interests. He is survived by his wife, Judy Sisson; son, Mark Sisson, and daughter-in-law 
Carrie, and many other relatives.

Mount Saint Vincent University Art Gallery in Halifax, 
Nova Scotia.

LAURA BLAIR BODDEN MFA ’15 accepted a position at the 
University of Texas at San Antonio (UTSA) as a full-time 
adjunct faculty member. 

Art Ed/MAT
INGRID ERICKSON ART ED ’08 will be an artist-in-residence 
at Penland School of Crafts this winter, and an artist-in- 
residence at Harrisburg Elementary School in Harrisburg, 
NC, for the second year in a row, where she will facilitate a 
large-scale cut paper installation with the help of 195 
third graders. 

SARAH (CILLEY) KITCHIN ’10, ART ED ’11 works as a 
photography teacher at South Portland High School.

ASHLEIGH BURSKEY MAT ’13 and JENNA CROWDER ’09 co- 
founded The Chart, an online journal of Maine Art and Culture.

CAITLIN ALGER ’12, MAT ’13 accepted a position at Belfast 
High School as a full-time art educator. Previously Caitlin 
worked with MECA's Admissions team to help recruit the 
largest classes in the college's history, as well as acting as 
Admissions liaison for the MAT Program.  

ADRIENNE KITKO MAT ’15 was hired as a full-time Admissions 
Counselor at MECA. Adrienne taught in MECA’s Pre-
College program last summer and also has seven years’ 
experience working in a preschool setting. 

MECA 
Portfolio Site

Artists at Work is a connector for businesses and 
individuals looking for creatives. Opportunities range 
from part-time and freelance work to commissions and 
exhibitions. To better serve both employers and artists, 
MECA is creating a portfolio site for alumni, faculty, 
and students in the majors that allows employers to 
search portfolios by discipline to get a better sense of 
who will be a good match for their project, job, exhibition, 
or retail store. MECA screens inquiries and then makes 
the connection.  

Create your portfolio at portfolio.meca.edu.



keep in touch
Our alumni are extremely important to us. 
Send your news, suggestions, high-resolution 
images (300 dpi minimum), and updated contact 
information to alums@meca.edu, or mail to:

Alumni Office
Maine College of Art
522 Congress St., Portland, ME 04101

Submissions for Class Notes received 
after November 1, 2015, will be considered 
for inclusion in the next magazine.

alumni events + 
opportunities
CALL FOR ART

MECA has openings for exhibitors in the Charles  
C. Thomas Gallery in the Administrative Center at 
MECA. The gallery was named for a former Board 
of Trustees member who served from 1993 to 
2005 and was an exemplary and generous leader, 
friend, and advocate for the College. A hallway 
gallery with 76 linear feet of wall exhibition space, 
it is suitable for 2-D work only. Alumni interested in 
submitting work for consideration should contact 
Dietlind Vander Schaaf at dvanderschaaf@meca.edu.

BRONZE POUR 

The next alumni bronze pour will take place in March 
2016. Participants must have previous experience 
with casting bronze and must arrive on their first day 
with a finished wax piece to be cast. Applications 
are accepted on a first-come, first-served basis until 
the participant list is filled. Visit meca.edu/alumni for 
more information and to apply. 

STRUGGLING WITH STUDENT LOANS?

MECA has partnered with SALT to offer our students  
and alumni financial education resources, advice, and 
self-paced courses. SALT is a program developed 
by the nonprofit American Student Assistance, 
which offers live, one-on-one counseling by trained 
advisors and online tools to help students and alumni 
develop financial skills and an understanding of 
debt management. Membership to SALT is a free 
benefit to all MECA alumni. Learn more about loan 
forgiveness programs, repayment options and more. 
Visit saltmoney.org to register for your free account. 

NEED AN INTERN?

MECA students earn three academic credits for 
a supervised learning experience with a creative 
professional. Internships are 135 hours long over the 
course of 15 weeks, beginning September 1, January  
15, and May 15. If you would like to offer an internship 
opportunity, contact artistsatwork@meca.edu.
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PATRICIA “PATTI” A. SANDBERG ’02  
passed away at the age of 36 in Portland, ME, on August 20, 2015. Patti is from New 
Jersey and moved to Maine to attend MECA, where she earned a degree in Ceramics 
and subsequently worked at the College as a ceramics technician for 10 years, helping 

faculty and students in innumerable ways, big 
and small. She also taught classes through 
MECA’s CS Department. Patti was an extremely 
talented emerging artist and an integral part of 
the Portland arts community and often sold her 
work at the First Friday Artwalks, MECA’s Holiday 
Sale, the local PICNIC Arts and Crafts fair, and other 
places. In 2002, she was an artist-in-residence at 
the Archie Bray Foundation, the premier ceramic art 
center in the U.S. In 2010, she received a prestigious 
Emerging Artist Award from the St. Botolph Club 
Foundation. On September 2, 2015, MECA held a 
memorial gathering at which family and friends 
shared stories and remembrances and which 
featured an exhibition of her work. She is survived 

by her parents, Alvin and Kathleen Sandberg; a brother, Richard Sandberg; and 
numerous relatives. Her mother, Kathleen, worked with MECA to establish the Patti 
Sandberg Memorial Award, to be awarded annually to struggling or challenged 
Ceramics majors at MECA. Contributions to the fund can be sent to the Advancement 
Office, MECA, 522 Congress St., Portland, ME 04101, or made online at  
www.meca.edu/giving.  
 

PALMINA FLORENCE (NATALINI) PACE  

was born on November 19, 1917, in Massachusetts, and died on Sunday, February 
8, 2015 in Livingston, NJ, at the age of 98. Mrs. Pace worked as an art buyer for  
the McCann Erickson advertising agency in New York City until she married abstract 
expressionist artist Stephen Pace H DFA ’03 in 1949. She became the manager 
of her husband’s career and was instrumental in his ability to devote himself to 
his art. The couple lived in New York City and summered in Stonington, ME, for 
years until they relocated to Indiana in 2008. In 2007, Stephen and Palmina 
bequeathed their summer home and studio to MECA to be used as an artist 
residency and gallery. Until his death in 2010, Stephen resided in New Harmony, 
Indiana, with Palmina, who continued to live there until moving to Livingston.

AMANDA MAY MATTHEWS (ATTENDED) MFA ’05  

passed away on June 9 of this year. She was born in 1976 and was a resident of 
Edgewater, FL, at the time of her passing. She was formerly an art teacher at 
Mansfield High School in Massachusetts. She is survived by her husband and son.

KATHLEEN DANIELS MFA ’14  

passed away on Wednesday, April 22, 2014, at Gosnell Memorial Hospice House 
in Scarborough, ME. After pursuing her BFA at USM, she was a USM intern at 

Partners for World Health (PWH), where she was 
integral to the first Blue Wrap Runway Project. 
She was a Gallery Assistant in the USM Art 
Gallery for three years, and after graduating was 
a member of the Gallery Advisory Committee. 
After obtaining her BFA from USM in 2012, 
Kathleen obtained a scholarship to the MFA 
program at MECA, where she succeeded in 
synthesizing her wide range of skills and interests 
into large handmade organic paper sculptures 
and was awarded an artist residency at the 
Pace House in Stonington, ME, and a research 
travel grant to Puerto Rico. Kathleen continued 
to make art even while in hospice; a show of 
her collages was hosted a few weeks before 

her passing. A memorial ceremony and celebration of her life took place on 
May 17 at Mayo Street Arts in Portland, ME. Kathleen is survived by sister Teresa 
McCollum and niece Jamie Hughes, as well as numerous family and friends. 



Ted Lott ’06
Ted’s sculptures combine craft and woodworking skills with  
an historical approach to create a signature body of work that 
is chimerical yet consistent. A found chair, for example, may 
embrace a small house frame, complete with wrap around 
porch. Or a 62 inch floor lamp might form the base of a spiral 
staircase that winds to a lighthouse like structure at the top.

The work shown here is one of a series of small house frames 
made out of wood that Ted created while in residency at the 
Anderson Ranch Arts Center in Colorado. The series served as a 
commentary on the role of traditional craft in the modern world.

Born and raised on the shores of Lake Michigan, Ted has resided  
in twelve different states and visited every one but Alaska. A 
sculptor, designer, and craftsperson, he believes that thinking and 
making are two sides of the same coin. He is currently a visiting 
professor at the Woodworking and Furniture Design Department 
at Edinboro University of Pennsylvania and his list of credentials 
in impressive. Since graduating from MECA, he has earned two 
graduate degrees from the University of Wisconsin  
Madison, worked as a furniture maker, exhibited his work widely  
and been an Artist in Residence at the Anderson Ranch Arts  
Center, Kohler Arts/Industry Program, Haystack School, Vermont  
Studio Center, and elsewhere.

Ted says, “Craft practices are at once defined and restrained 
by their connections to tradition.  Viewing woodworking in the 
context of objects made with wood, housing — particularly stick-
frame construction — emerges as possibly the most widespread 
use of the material throughout the modern world.  Utilizing these 
techniques in a studio-based practice, it is my hope to further the 
conversation on how notions of craft fit into the modern world.

alumni profiles



Ted Lott ’06
Tegan Curry is from Bar Harbor, Maine, and currently produces 
six lines of jewelry. Growing up, she spent summers on the ocean 
working for her dad, with plenty of time to explore the coastline.  

Her latest product, LobsterBand Rings, stands apart from her  
other work and was inspired by finding various colored lobster  
bands while beachcombing. Also known as “Downeast Weddin’ 
Bands,” the tiny rubber bands are used by lobstermen to hold 
the crustaceans’ claws shut.  Her LobsterBand Rings, which are 
wide and chunky, are made in silver or gold and feature authentic 
interchangeable lobster bands, combining fashionwith an 
authentic coastal flair.

The rings are available at Spruce & Gussy in Bar Harbor, KoT 
in Ellsworth and Fore River Gallery in Portland, with other 
venues planned.

Tegan Curry ’02



When World Events  
Collide with Personal 
Experience

The reason for the Catholic Charities Maine 
simulation with this year’s Master of Arts in 
Teaching at MECA cohort originated from the 
summer field experiences at East End Community 
School and a desire to learn more about the 
cultural context of the students the MAT students 
were encountering. The Portland Public Schools 
system lists speakers of over 50 languages. In  
the summer group of 25, almost all were English 
Language Learners (ELL). Their native languages 
included many tribal dialects, as well as Arabic, 
Portuguese, and Somali. A frequent misconception 
is that ELL learners are the same as English as a 
Second Language (ESL) learners. ESL implies that 
English is a second language when, really, we know 
from contemporary world events that often 
refugees live in and learn the languages of the 
many countries before entering the U.S. For their 
parents, this includes the tribal languages of their 
home region, the official language of their country 
of origin, and the languages of their host countries. 
To complicate the situation, younger students have 
rarely attended school in any language. This presents 
issues that go beyond language translation. To 

As images of Syrian refugees flooded 
the media this fall, MAT candidates 
watched and hoped that the refugees 
had their documents with them, that 
they could prove their birthplace, and 
that they could somehow escape the 
refugee camps and find a sympathetic 
immigration officer to bribe.  
 

These lessons about what it must be like to try to 
 escape from one country go to another resulted 
from simulations designed and conducted by Tarlan 
Ahmadov and his colleagues at the nonprofit 
Catholic Charities Maine Refugee and Immigration 
Services, currently Maine’s only refugee resettlement 
program. While knowing that the simulation offers  
only a glimpse into the experience, and that the  
lessons they learned did not accurately reflect the 
refugee struggle, that glimpse was enough to raise 
concern and garner empathy for the world’s most 
recent refugees.

mat

R.Katz Photo

“I liked the school where 
they put all of us in first 
grade. I was older than the 
other kids, but I learned 
better than in the school 
where they put me in third 
grade with kids my age.” 
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G. Spaien Photo

G. Spaien Photo

R.Katz Photo

quote one refugee child, “I liked the school where 
they put all of us in first grade. I was older than the 
other kids, but I learned better than in the school 
where they put me in third grade with kids my age.” 

Refugees and other recent immigrants are placed  
into schools where the dominant culture expects 
certain norms. For instance, American teachers 
expect students to look at them when they speak. 
This is a taboo for some cultures and leads to 
misassumptions about a child’s behavior. As art 
teachers, we often ask students to create self-
portraits as a way to get to know them, ignoring 
religious or other cultural norms. Ordinary 
assignments such as this can produce anxiety  
for children who have been taught that they  
should not talk back to adults or do not have the 
English to communicate why they can’t do the 
work, which may cause them to appear insolent 
for not engaging. It was within this context that 
MECA’s teacher candidates entered their first 
field experience—a summer enrichment program 
organized by LearningWorks and AmeriCorps. 
While cultural context and personal history are 

critically important factors, the teacher candidates 
needed to reach beyond those aspects in order 
to see the children as people and not just kids 
with a “refugee” label. The MATs were asked to 
consider cultural context while closely observing 
the children to gain a sense of their stance in 
the world, their temperament, connections to 
others, and personal interests. With this added 
insight, the MAT candidates designed and 
implemented engaging lessons, learning from 
what worked well and improving upon what didn’t. 

Activities that brought the East End students 
outside to observe and sketch were especially  
well received. One two-day lesson designed by 
Carver Rapp MAT ’16 and Hannah Twombly ’15,  
MAT ’16, with assistance from their peers, began 
outdoors with a sketching activity and continued 
indoors on the following rainy day as children 
translated their sketches into 3D flowers. Once 
completed, children decided to take their flowers 
home to show their parents what they had 
made, bringing cultural worlds together and 
finding a meeting ground through art making.



continuing
studies

ABOVE | IRENE EBERHARD • PR, Drawing 

Can you tell me about your artistic background?
In the late ‘80s and early ‘90s, when I was studying fashion design in England, I had 
to do fashion sketching, so I took a few life drawing and gesture classes. I didn’t  
study art again until 2013, when we moved to New Hampshire. Coastal New England 
reminded me of England because of the vibrant art scene and that revived my 
creative interests. I took an oil painting class in Bath with MECA alum Eric Glass ‘80. 
Around this time, I also took a Color Study class through Continuing Studies with 
instructor Janet Manyan. Following these classes, I tried a year of plein air painting, 
but I found it incredibly frustrating. At the end of that year, I remembered Eric sharing 
with me that students at MECA are required to take a year of life drawing. So I decided 
to take a life drawing class and signed up for Principles of Observational Drawing  
with Joshua Langstaff.   
 

How did your Continuing Studies classes help 
you in your progression as an artist?
I really value the challenges and the feedback I received in my Continuing Studies 
classes.  Both instructors provided a high level of instruction, presented students with 
problems to solve, and helped guide us to a good outcome.  
 

Can you tell me a little bit about your painting, PR, 
which was awarded Best in Show in CREATE IV?
PR stands for Philip Roth -- the author. I drew this piece from a photo I found of 
Roth in The New York Times Magazine. Getting the outline and proportions right 
was the hardest part.  It took me about 60 hours to complete. While I was working 
on it, I was so immersed, I didn’t hear or see anything else. It was my first real 
portrait and I applied everything I had learned about form, depth, and values. 

 

What are your future plans around 
creating/ art making?  
I’m currently doing life drawing with a group of other artists in Portsmouth, 
New Hampshire. We meet once a week and share a model. I’m very inspired 
by working on portraits and feel like I can see where I am improving. I am 
hoping to try painting again at some point and look forward to taking another 
CS class in the new year, perhaps to explore my relationship to color.

Q: 
A: 

Q: 

A: 

Q: 

A: 

Q: 

A: 

Interview with CREATE IV Best in Show winner Irene Eberhard



CREATE IV:  
The Annual Continuing Studies 
Student and Faculty Exhibition
took place from September 3–September 28 on the first floor 
of the Porteous Building.  Eighty-eight artists participated, 
with a total of 118 pieces featured. Works exhibited included 
garments, ceramics, jewelry, sculpture, paintings, collage, and 
photography. “Best in Show” was awarded to Irene (Bele) 
Eberhard for her piece PR. Anabel Powers and Elizabeth 
O’Malley were the runner-ups. Fifteen pieces were sold, raising 
$1,800  to help underserved populations or CS students facing 
financial hardships enroll in classes. With the proceeds from 
CREATE IV sales, CS Director Courtney Cook awarded five 
scholarships. She continues to work with area art educators to 
identify talented students from underserved populations that 
would benefit from time at MECA. Look for an announcement 
about submitting work to CREATE V in late May 2016.

Summer Youth Essay Contest
Since it’s inception in 2014, the annual Summer Youth Essay Contest 
has attracted over 100 submissions by area students. The essay prompt 
for summer 2015 was: “Tell us about an art experience you’ve had that 
you’ll never forget. What would a summer making art at MECA mean 
to you?” Our 2015 winners were Gaia Ayres, Annamieka Buterbaugh, 
Devan Newell, and Blake Pennington, who were awarded slots in the CS 
summer camps to study painting, drawing, digital animation, sculpture, 
gaming/Minecraft™ and fashion illustration. The essay prompt for the 
2016 contest will be published on the CS website in January. All students 
ages 8 to 17 are encouraged to submit their short essay, due in April.

CS 2016 Winter/Spring Term

Winter Intensives:  
January 4-8, 2016 

Adult Courses + Workshops: 
January 25 -  April 16

Youth Courses + Workshops: 
February 6 - TBA

smART Camps:  
February 16 - 19 and April 19 - 22

For more information on CS programming, 
visit meca.edu/cs or call 207.699.5061.

CS News
In addition to the wide variety of art courses and workshops 
offered, CS has responded to our community’s request for more 
professional development courses.This Winter/Spring we are 
pleased to announce workshops in Professional Framing, 
Becoming a Photographer’s Assistant, Social Media Marketing,  
and Graphic Design Freelancing, as well as additional Adobe  
courses such as Lightroom. The Artist’s Toolkit Workshop, 
focusing on the business aspects of being a professional artist, 
will be offered in a weekend format.

Professional Development Courses
Enrollment has increased in both adult and youth courses. In 
the summer of 2014, MECA hosted its largest Pre-College class 
in the College’s history, with a total of 65 students. In addition 
to a required Life Drawing course, Pre-College students chose 
two media to work in from options of painting, illustration, 
metals and jewelry, printmaking, ceramics, photography, and 
textile and fashion. Students came from California, Texas, 
Florida, the Midwest, the South, and New York City, as well 
as from around New England. There were even two students 
from Canada.  In their feedback, students raved about 
how challenging the program was, while simultaneously 
declaring their love for MECA and intentions to return.

Continuing Studies has formalized a rotating art exhibition 
relationship with Townsend Real Estate and Art Gallery, which 
began exhibiting work by CS students for two to three-month 
exhibitions in their Cape Elizabeth office and gallery in 2015.  
CS student Steven Hayes was the first artist to exhibit work 
there, followed by Diane Noble. Rachel Michaud ‘81 will 
exhibit work at the gallery through January 2016, with other 
artists scheduled to follow.  A portion of the proceeds from 
each sale benefits MECA’s Continuing Studies Scholarship 
Program.  To receive updates on openings at Townsend, sign 
up to receive MECA’s monthly e-news at www.meca.edu.  
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CS Summer Kick Off Party
We enjoyed getting to know more of our Continuing Studies population  
at the first ever CS Summer Kick Off Party in June 2015.  Many students 
shared the powerful experiences they have had as a result of taking art  
classes at MECA. As one student remarked, “For me, taking a Continuing 
Studies class is like taking my daily vitamin.” 



    $100,000 and above

 ■ The Bob Crewe Foundation 
and Daniel N. Crewe

 ■ Dr. Edward M. Friedman ’08 
and Carole Joyce Friedman

 ■ Flavia Manske

    $20,000 and above 

 ■ Roger Hon. DFA '02 and Betty Gilmore

 ■ E. Kent Gordon

 ■ Alison D. Hildreth '76 and 
Horace A. Hildreth, Jr.

 ■ The Estate of Palmina Pace

 ■ The Estate of Pamelia Strayer 
and Philip and Meg Payson

 ■ Bill and Jacky Thornton

    $10,000 and above

 ■ Joan and Dan Amory through 
the Fiddler Fund of the Maine 
Community Foundation

 ■ Down East Magazine

 ■ Judy and Jeff Kane

 ■ Deborah S. Reed

 ■ The Estate of Marie E. Thomas '47

 ■ The Warren Memorial Foundation

 ■ Katharine J. Watson 

 
 $5,000 and above 

 ■ Barridoff Galleries, Inc. and 
Annette and Rob Elowitch

 ■ Jane G. Briggs

 ■ William and Anne Dustin P '81

 ■ The Evergreen Foundation

 ■ Constance Hayes '80, 
Hon. DFA '03 and George Terrien

 ■ The Roy A. Hunt Foundation

 ■ The William Sloane Jelin 
Charitable Foundation

 ■ Macdonald Page & Co., LLC

 ■ Lyn Means, M.D.

 ■ Mary L. Schendel and Philip H. Gleason

 ■ Francine L. Schrock '91

 ■ TD Bank, N.A.

 ■ Unum Matching Gifts Program

 ■ The VIA Agency

 ■ Kathryn A. Yates

 ■ Caron Zand and Donald L. Head

 ■ Anonymous (1) 
 
 $2,500 and above 

 ■ The Anderson Family Foundation

 ■ Heidi Bement

 ■ Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Buford

 ■ The Harry E. Cummings Charitable Trust

 ■ Bernard M. Devine

annual report 
of giving 

leadership circle donors



 ■ Anne M. Ireland '94 and 
Kenneth M. Cole III

 ■ Mark and Meredith Koerner P '16

 ■ Alexander Macleod

 ■ The Maine Arts Commission

 ■ Margaret and Mason Morfit

 ■ Anne and Vincent Oliviero through 
the Arthur W. Purdue Foundation

 ■ The Portland Public Art Committee

 ■ Donna Roggenthien  
and Ronald Leeking

 ■ John Ryan and Jenny Potter Scheu

 ■ Susan Schraft, M.D. and 
Richard S. Berne

 ■ Spinnaker Trust

 ■ Don Tuski

 ■ Louise Tuski

 ■ Towers Watson Matching Gift Program

 ■ Michael E. Vermette '80

 ■ Brian Wilk '95  
and Linda Lorenzo '95

 ■ Anonymous (1) 
 
 $1,500 and above 

 ■ Ahmed Alsoudani '05

 ■ Angela Adams

 ■ Ian C. Anderson and Kari E. Radasch '97

 ■ Bank of America

 ■ The Estate of Mrs. Charlotte B. Barnaby

 ■ The Estate of Deborah A. Bates '83

 ■ Tessa G. O'Brien MFA '16

 ■ Daniel E. O'Leary and 
Kathy J. Bouchard '81

 ■ Jac Ouellette '02 and Celine Godin

 ■ Claudia and Harold Pachios

 ■ Sam and Teresa Pierce

 ■ Lois P. Poster P '97

 ■ Dan and Nancy Poteet

 ■ The Press Hotel LLC

 ■ Holly Ready '94

 ■ The Rines/Thompson Fund of the 
Maine Community Foundation

 ■ Marilyn Rockefeller

 ■ Mr. and Mrs. Malcolm P. Rogers

 ■ Peter Hon. DFA '82 and Ann Sheldon

 ■ Spectrum Medical Group

 ■ The Phineas W. Sprague 
Memorial Foundation

 ■ The Sustainable Arts Foundation

 ■ Carolyn H. Thomas

 ■ Urban Outfitters

 ■ Dietlind J. Vander Schaaf 
and Kelly Palomera

 ■ Brad and Ann Willauer

 ■ Wright-Ryan Construction, Inc.

 ■ Jay York '81*

 ■ Paula and Jamie Zeitlin

 ■ Bill and Patty Zimmerman through 
a Component Fund of the Maine 
Community Foundation

We are pleased to present the 
Annual Report of Giving for Maine 
College of Art to acknowledge 
and thank donors for gifts 
made between July 1, 2014 and 
June 30, 2015, which totaled:

$1,514,473
Each gift supports the College’s mission to educate artists 
for life, and our donors represent alumni, parents, MECA 
educators, the Portland and Maine business communities, 
local, regional, and national foundations, and friends around 
the world.  We are deeply grateful for each gift that supports 
our students and their futures as artists.

 ■ The Edward S. and Cornelia 
Greaves Bates Fund of the 
Maine Community Foundation

 ■ Mr. and Mrs. Douglas R. Coleman, Jr.

 ■ Rebecca Swanson Conrad

 ■ Mr. and Mrs. Richard E. Curran, Jr.

 ■ Mr. and Mrs. William R. 
Dill,  Hon. DFA' 14

 ■ Bob and Debby Dluhy

 ■ Cyrus and Patricia Hagge

 ■ The Hanover Insurance Group

 ■ Ralph and Katherine Harding

 ■ Hasbro, Inc. Matching Gift Program

 ■ Betsy and Christopher M. 
Hunt, Hon. DFA '13

 ■ Jensen Baird Gardner & Henry

 ■ The Stephen and Tabitha 
King Foundation

 ■ Margaret Lawrence '93

 ■ Alison Leavitt

 ■ Elizabeth Louden

 ■ Nicola Manganello '96 
and Nicola's Home

 ■ June M. McCormack

 ■ Neil and Suzanne McGinn

 ■ The Stephanie Hope Mull 
Memorial Scholarship of the 
Maine Community Foundation

 ■ Edward and Cheryl Nelson P '17

 ■ Kenneth and Mary P. Nelson

 ■ Vanessa Nesvig
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    $1,000.00 and above

 ■ Donald B. Best '81
 ■ The Canteen   

 Service Company
 ■ The Gene R. Cohen 

 Charitable Foundation
 ■ Roderick L. Dew '80, MFA '00
 ■ Ms. Rachael C. Eastman '94
 ■ Helen and David Fitz
 ■ Kathleen Galligan
 ■ Doug Green through the   

 Phillips-Green Foundation, Inc
 ■ Fen and Marshall Green
 ■ Judy '82 and Gordon Hamlin
 ■ Lebel and Harriman LLP
 ■ Janie and Michael Lewis P '16
 ■ Karen Lium
 ■ Kerry M. Maxwell
 ■ Hugh McCormick and  

 Joyce Norton McCormick P '15
 ■ Marion F. Miller
 ■ The Nightingale  

 Code Foundation
 ■ Mr. and Mrs.  

 Lance M. Prichard
 ■ Douglas C. Schnapp
 ■ Mr. and Mrs.  

         Richard A. Spencer
 ■ Ann C. Slocum P'81
 ■ Marc Voyvodich
 ■ Kathy and Peter Wagner
 ■ Neil and Elise Wallace
 ■ Jane Costello Wellehan
 ■ Shoshannah White
 ■ Ms. Sally M. Wigon
 ■ The Woodside Foundation,  

 Henry and Linda Laughlin
 ■ Brook '92 and Carrie  

 McFaul Zeisse '92

    $500 and above

 ■ Michael and Nancy Beebe
 ■ Shayna R. Blumert '13
 ■ John Bowdren
 ■ Allison '01 and  

 Blakeslee Brown
 ■ J. B. Brown & Sons
 ■ Anne E. Buckwalter MFA '12
 ■ Dolly Chapin
 ■ Tom and Kate Chappell
 ■ W. Russell Cox
 ■ Diane Dahlke
 ■ Charles de Sieyes  

 and Carol Ward
 ■ Cooper Dragonette
 ■ Michel E. Droge MFA '10
 ■ East Brown Cow  

 Management, Inc.
 ■ Eli Lilly and Company  

 Matching Gifts Program
 ■ Elizabeth Elicker
 ■ Betsy Elliman
 ■ Eric '80 and  

 Theresa Glass P '17
 ■ Marian A. Godfrey
 ■ Barbara M. Goodbody

 ■ Sara Gray
 ■ Lindsay and Bill Hancock
 ■ Kendra Haskell-Sweet '89
 ■ The Estate of Hazel  

 M. Harrison '40
 ■ Ineke Heinhuis-Schair
 ■ Jamie Hogan and Martin Braun
 ■ Hilary Irons
 ■ The Second Abraham S. and  

 Fannie B. Levey Foundation
 ■ Rob Licht '84
 ■ Maine Recycling Corp.
 ■ Margareta McDonald
 ■ Caren-Marie '78  

 and Alfred Michel
 ■ Katie Murphy '91  

 and Peter Lindsay
 ■ Grace Nelson '82
 ■ Thomas A. Newton
 ■ Northeast Delta Dental
 ■ John R. Powers '95
 ■ Elizabeth Prior '82
 ■ Susan Bartlett Rice
 ■ Judith W. Schneider MFA '14
 ■ Cary Slocum '81
 ■ Maia T. Snow '13
 ■ The Gallery at Somes Sound
 ■ Gail Spaien
 ■ Phil Stevens '91
 ■ C. David '68  

 and Jean M. Thomas
 ■ Cynthia Thompson  

         and Matthew Rawdon
 ■ Michael G. Thompson   

 and Theresa McNally P '14
 ■ C.M.C. Twitchell Timberlands,   

 Inc. and Thomas C. Carney
 ■ Cecilia M. Vazquez '18
 ■ Monte and Anne Wallace
 ■ LoLisa M. Windover
 ■ Anonymous (2)

    $250 and above

 ■ Art Mart
 ■ Katharine Ayer '98
 ■ James Baker and Laura Dixon
 ■ Marian L. Baker and  

 Christopher Wriggins
 ■ Christine Beneman
 ■ Dyan Berk '89*
 ■ Ken and Emily Blaschke
 ■ Asherah Cinnamon '08
 ■ Seth A. Clayter and  

 Nicole Cherbuliez
 ■ Mary Ann Cleary
 ■ Toby L. Cone P '15
 ■ Victoria Nolan Crolius  

         and Clarkson N. Crolius
 ■ Mr. and Mrs. William  

 Hon. DFA '93 Daley
 ■ The Honorable Howard Hon.  

 DFA '85 and Susan B. Dana
 ■ Betsy Dawkins
 ■ Raffi Der Simonian
 ■ Mari Faith and Jeffrey  

 Dieumegard '97

 ■ Colleen K. Donovan
 ■ David Doyle
 ■ David Hon. DFA '96   

 and Thelma Driskell
 ■ Marianne DuBois
 ■ ecomaine
 ■ Carol A. Grape '78 and  

 Michael P. D'Innocente
 ■ Julie K. Gray MFA '12
 ■ Andrew P. Haviland '12
 ■ Dr. and Mrs. David Heilner
 ■ Peter L. Hyde '14
 ■ Tammy E. Jackson '02
 ■ Patty Lage
 ■ Marguerite M. Lawler-Rohner
 ■ Steve and Polly Larned
 ■ Liberty Mutual Group
 ■ Elizabeth R. Long '14
 ■ Honour Mack
 ■ Anthony Mancini, Inc.
 ■ Adam J. Manley
 ■ Mark Marchesi '99
 ■ Naomi G. McNeill '08
 ■ Scott R. K. Moore '78  

 and Kathleen Goldner
 ■ Mr. Blaine D. Moores
 ■ Philip E. Moriarty
 ■ Thomas W. Moulton
 ■ National Distributors
 ■ Jeffrey M. Noel '85
 ■ Emily D. Norton '07
 ■ Patricia Peard
 ■ Petruccelli, Martin  

 & Haddow, LLP
 ■ Richard K. Renner
 ■ Christina Replogle
 ■ Celeste Roberge '79
 ■ Mary L. Rodgers '11
 ■ Gergana Rupchina '98 

         and Ben Michaud
 ■ Morgan R. Sayer '98
 ■ Rebecca Shelly '04
 ■ Scott Simons Architects
 ■ South Street Linen LLC
 ■ Priscilla Stevens '84*
 ■ Mike Stiler
 ■ Sandra L. Stone
 ■ Stephen '86 and  

 Mary Beth Sunenblick
 ■ Mr. Nathaniel P. Thompson
 ■ Susan Tureen '96
 ■ Andres Alucena Verzosa '92 

         and David Whaples
 ■ Annie Wadleigh
 ■ Diana J. Washburn
 ■ Larry and Norma Weinberg P '17

 ■ Nicholas F. Zalisk '07

    $100 and above

 ■ Melvin D. Adams
 ■ Janice Adler
 ■ Charles P. Alexander
 ■ William and Elaine  

 Ambrose P '06
 ■ Judith Clark Babin '98

 ■ Sally and Ronald Bancroft
 ■ Cat E. Bates '05
 ■ Rebecca B. Bloch
 ■ Kathleen Boldt '78
 ■ Lucy Breslin and  

 Mark Johnson
 ■ Bill and Karen Burke
 ■ Linda Cain
 ■ Fiorella and Martin Canin
 ■ Rachel Chaya Caron '99
 ■ Frances P. Caswell
 ■ Mr. and Mrs. Paul G. Clancy
 ■ Robert J. Clements  

 and Elizabeth Mugar
 ■ Lucia N. B. Connelly '75*
 ■ Corey & Company
 ■ David Currier
 ■ Anne Dennison
 ■ Lisa Deschenes
 ■ Ann Marie Deutsch '86
 ■ Bridget R. Dunigan '12
 ■ Lisa A. Dombek '98*
 ■ Heather Dawn Driscoll '02
 ■ Nicole M. Duennebier '05
 ■ Linda and Sam Emerson
 ■ Anne M. Emlein
 ■ Catherine Field
 ■ Michael Fillyaw
 ■ Mr. and Mrs. Stephen  

 L. Fitzhugh P '05
 ■ Maria Gallace and Tim Soley
 ■ Lisa Gent
 ■ Linda Gerson
 ■ Dr. and Mrs. Bernard Givertz
 ■ Sally and Donald  

         Gould P' 09
 ■ Greater Portland  

 Board of Realtors
 ■ Ellen A. Gutekunst '82
 ■ Margo M. Halverson  

 and Charles B. Melcher
 ■ John Hauser P '13
 ■ Ayumi Horie
 ■ Jennifer Ragan Hubbell
 ■ Claudia Hughes
 ■ Mary Hunter
 ■ Erin Hutton '98  

 and Matt Hutton
 ■ Kate Kaminski
 ■ Timothy W. Kane  

 and Beth V. George
 ■ Sharon Kelley
 ■ Albert Kellogg and  

 Nancy Bonin-Kellogg P '12
 ■ Mr. Harry W. Konkel
 ■ Nancy Larsen
 ■ Kazeem Lawal
 ■ Brian D. Lazarus
 ■ Jennifer Jaye Leigh '99*
 ■ Sara E. Lewis
 ■ Megan Lloyd
 ■ LMNOP Parliament Fund
 ■ Judith C. Logan
 ■ Althea F. Masterson
 ■ Tracy Mastro '91
 ■ Robin '87 and Ted McCarthy



 ■ Kelly A. McConnell
 ■ Susan and Frank  

 McGinty P '08
 ■ Ariana Melzer
 ■ Rachel Michaud '81
 ■ Patricia Middleton
 ■ Kent and Ann Mohnkern
 ■ Judith and Lucien Morin
 ■ Peter G. Montano
 ■ James and Marjorie Moody
 ■ Clinton E. Morse P '14
 ■ Jeremy Moser and Laura Kittle
 ■ Diane C. Neal
 ■ Frank A. Niles
 ■ Nancy Ordway
 ■ Peggy and Harold Osher
 ■ Edith M. Ouellette P '90
 ■ Timothy J. Paradis
 ■ Christopher Patch '98
 ■ Sarah Perea-Kane
 ■ Jeffrey Peterson
 ■ Elizabeth A. Piche
 ■ Kathleen '00 and Josiah Pierce
 ■ Robbi Fritz Portela '87
 ■ Timothy and Judith Radcliff P '11
 ■ Jennifer Reck
 ■ Timothy '84 and Marie  

 Camillo Reimensnyder '82
 ■ Mrs. Millicent G. Riley '86
 ■ John B. Robinson
 ■ Susan Ruch
 ■ Mary Russell
 ■ Noriko Sakanishi '70
 ■ Mrs. Arline Saturdayborn '91
 ■ Stephen J. Schiffman
 ■ Mary E. Schmaling-Kearns '98
 ■ Deborah Schmitt '04
 ■ Mary-Leigh C. Smart
 ■ Joan Hon. DFA '01  

         and Duncan Smith
 ■ Polly Smith

Every gift is important to us and we 
strive to keep accurate records. We 
apologize if we inadvertently omitted 
or misspelled any names. Please let us 
know so we may correct our error.

 ■ Denise E. Karabinus Telang '99
 ■ Rebecca Waxman  

 Sneed and Doug Sneed
 ■ Joseph L. Soley
 ■ Kurt and Peggy Soneson P '14
 ■ Seth and Laura Sprague
 ■ William T. Spock
 ■ Holly Stone
 ■ Melissa and Liam Sullivan
 ■ Douglas Taylor and Mary- 

 Anne Carver Taylor P '14
 ■ Mr. and Mrs. John D. Tewhey
 ■ Dr. Philip P. Thompson, Jr.
 ■ Ann Veronica
 ■ Christine J. Vincent
 ■ Kay White
 ■ Nathan C. Willever '11
 ■ Fiona Wilson
 ■ Mr. and Mrs.  

 Lyndel J. Wishcamper

 ■ David Wood Clothiers
 ■ Anonymous (3)

    up to $99

 ■ Lydia E. Andersen '13
 ■ Leon Anderson '83
 ■ Hilary D. Bassett
 ■ Sue Berg MFA '01
 ■ Chris A. Berry
 ■ Molly C. Blyth-Olson '15
 ■ Valerie J. Botter P '16
 ■ Danielle Byrd
 ■ Burns E. Cameron
 ■ Claude Caswell
 ■ Walter Censor
 ■ Elizabeth Chapman
 ■ James C. Chute
 ■ Donna J. Coffin '63*
 ■ Maysey Craddock '03
 ■ Ruthann Cram

 ■ The North Point
 ■ William Edward Ottowitz
 ■ Mr. and Mrs.  

 Charles W. Pappas P '80
 ■ Amertah Perman
 ■ Janice Peterson
 ■ Mr. and Mrs. Louis C. Pfeifle
 ■ Charles and Frances Prinn
 ■ Phoebe M. Porteous
 ■ Maria Reali
 ■ Ellen J. Rogers '11
 ■ Antoinette C. Rosenwasser
 ■ Jane S. Rowse
 ■ Dana Sawyer
 ■ Anna K. Schwartz  

 and Sarah Holmes
 ■ Anna Shapiro MFA '00
 ■ Suzanne Strempek Shea '80
 ■ Stacey M. Sherman '08
 ■ Amy L. Shinn
 ■ Gina L. Siepel
 ■ Mr. and Mrs.  

 Christopher R. Smith
 ■ Dawn L. Stanley '62
 ■ Molly K. Steinmetz '14
 ■ Anne H. Strout
 ■ Samuel L. Thompson '13
 ■ Jessica J. Tomlinson
 ■ Douglas and Kristina Vollmer
 ■ Sally M. Wagley
 ■ Michael '68  and Mary Welch
 ■ Ashley G. Wernher-Collins '16
 ■ Elizabeth M. Taylor Weyand '08
 ■ Sarah C. Wilson '07
 ■ Dr. and Mrs.  

 Robert Wilsterman P '13

* Attended 

· Deceased

 ■ Jill H. Dalton '99
 ■ Marion Davis
 ■ Mark Devoto
 ■ Barbara Ritchie Fixaris '58
 ■ Suzanne Fox
 ■ Daniel and Julie Freund '81
 ■ Laura Fuller '92*
 ■ Frank Glazer ·
 ■ Ms. Pauline Gobeil '81
 ■ Amy and Martin Grohman
 ■ Barbara Harrison
 ■ Hope W. Haug
 ■ Elisabeth R. Heller '09
 ■ Andrew Herrschaft '88 

        '88 and Terri Petnov
 ■ Sandra N. Heutz-Lee '95
 ■ Anne T. Hyland
 ■ Adrea L. Jaehnig
 ■ Lori R. Karickhoff
 ■ Jamie Koo-Kepka
 ■ James and Valerie Lane P '92
 ■ Lorraine Lazzari
 ■ Genevieve Elizabeth Levin '97 

         and Joseph Radziszewski
 ■ Paul R. Lewandowski
 ■ Michael W. Lewis MFA'12
 ■ Mr. and Mrs. James B. Linehan P '07
 ■ Denise Linet
 ■ Carrie Lonsdale
 ■ Estelle S. Maillet '59*
 ■ Al Mallette and Faith Oker P '10
 ■ Mr. and Mrs. Russell Mamone P '04
 ■ Kate and Jack Mann
 ■ George M. Manyan
 ■ Janet Conlon Manyan
 ■ Roger and Margot Milliken
 ■ Daniel Minter
 ■ Richard and Risa Moon
 ■ Leeanna A. Morris MFA '14
 ■ Diane and Kyle Noble



MECA’s Five Year Strategic Plan (2013-2018) 
calls for growing our student body to 500, 
supported by an endowment of $20 million.

endowment  
gifts are  
perpetual

“Educating artists is 
especially important  
to us. Why?  

Although we also support art 
museums, we strongly believe  
that educating artists comes  
before supporting the institutes 
that enshrine their work—often 
after the artist has died. Simply 
put, without artists, there  
would be no need for museums.



"We established the Winslow Homer Endowed Scholarship 
for Painting at MECA because endowed funds provide 
income in perpetuity, guaranteeing a source of financial 
aid without necessarily increasing tuition to keep pace 
with operating costs. It is gratifying to know that our gift 
insures that MECA will remain open to all capable 
candidates, not just those students who may be able to 
afford attending without support. 
 
Portland is fortunate to have a nationally recognized college 
of art and design as well as numerous renowned cultural 
institutions. Portland would not be in a renaissance without 
art—companies and businesseswould not congregate in 
our city were there not a creative community as well. We 
all recognize that civilizations do not exist without art and 
that  artists make communities more interesting places to 
live and work. 
 
Art and design is in every part of our lives—in technology, 
apparel, automobiles. MECA educates artists that contribute 
to the world around us. We are pleased that 40% of MECA 
students are Maine kids, and that the College also 
increasingly attracts students from all around the country. 
 
With more than 50% of MECA graduates choosing to stay  
in Maine and enrollment growing every year, MECA is 
contributing to Maine’s future in important ways and at the  
same time upholdingthe traditions of an artist like Winslow 
Homer, who found lifetime creative inspiration in our  
beautiful state."

PHOTO: ANN AND BRAD WILLAUER.   
A former board chair, Brad served as 
a MECA trustee for 19 years and Ann 
was on the Advancement staff in the 
1990s. Credit: Sean Alonzo Harris.

INTRODUCING

The Porteous Society

Maine College of Art is pleased to introduce 
the Porteous Society, a recognition program 
for donors making gifts of $2,000 or more 
annually to any charitable purpose at the 

college.  Members receive periodic newsletters 
from the desk of the president and invitations 

to special events that showcase MECA’s 
contemporary art and design curriculum.

For more information, please contact  
Rebecca Swanson Conrad,  

Vice President for Institutional Advancement 
at 207-699-5017 or bconrad@meca.edu.



 ■  In Honor of Stuart H. Lane ‘92 
   James and Valerie Lane P’92

 ■  In Honor of Will Thompson ‘14 
    Michael Thompson and 
    Theresa McNally P'14

1882 society
Maine College of Art's 1882 Society gratefully recognizes 
individuals who have made arrangements for the College 
in their estate plans.

It is especially meaningful for Maine College of Art to be 
the recipient of gifts to commemorate a family member, 
classmate, faculty member, or friend of the College.

       In Memory of Daisy Braun

 ■  Jamie Hogan and Martin Braun

       In Memory of Bob Crewe

 ■  Charles P. Alexander

 ■  Burns E. Cameron

 ■  Kenneth and Mary Nelson

 ■  Mary L. Schendel  
    and Philip H. Gleason

 ■  The UNUM Matching  
    Gifts Program

        In Memory of Mathieu Poster ‘97

 ■  Lois Poster P’97

 ■  In Honor of Richard Curran 
   Sandra Stone 

 ■ In Honor of John Eide 
   Suzanne Strempek Shea '80

 ■ In Honor of Dahlov Ipcar Hon. DFA’13 
   Thomas C. Carney

IN PERPETUITY

The following gifts made between  
July 1, 2014 and June 30, 2015 to Maine  
College of Art’s endowment benefit the 
college in perpetuity and provide annual 
income for scholarships and designated 
operating support. COMMEMORATIVE GIFTS

TRIBUTE GIFTS

To the Peris, Harold and    
Deborah Bates Arts Initiative

The Estate of Deborah Bates ’83

To the Margaret Coleman Brown  
Endowed Memorial Scholarship 

Mr. and Mrs. Douglas R. Coleman, Jr. 
The Estate of Pamelia Strayer  
and Philip and Meg Payson 

To the Beatrice Bouton Barrett  
Endowed Memorial Scholarship 

The Estate of Charlotte Barnaby

To the James Dustin ’81  
Endowed Scholarship 

William and Anne Dustin P '81  
Anonymous

       In Memory of Deedee Schwartz

 ■  Fiorella Canin 

 ■  Walter Censor

 ■  Mark Devoto

 ■  Hope Haug

 ■  Mary Hunter

 ■  Antoinette C. Rosenwasser

       In Memory of Ralph Staples '66

 ■  Ruthann Cram

       In Memory of Julius Trimbak Telang 

 ■  Denise Karabinus Telang '99

To the Edward M. ’08 and Carole J. Friedman 
Endowed Fund for Undergraduate 
Professional Development

Dr. Edward M. '08 and Mrs. Carole J. Friedman



 ■  Lisabeth F. Barrett ‘88
 ■  Jane Briggs
 ■  Douglas R. Coleman, Jr.
 ■  Allerton Cushman
 ■  Robert Diamante ‘93
 ■  Jo Orise Dodge
 ■  Roger Gilmore Hon. DFA ‘02

 ■  Constance Hayes '80, Hon.  
    DFA ’03 and George Terrien

 ■  Alison D. Hildreth '76

 ■  Albert C. Hubbard and    
   Christopher Deane

 ■  Candace Pilk Karu, Hon. DFA ’13
 ■  Grace Nelson ‘82

 ■  Lorraine Lazzari
 ■  Marta Morse
 ■  Palmina Pace
 ■  Deborah Spring Reed
 ■  Judy and Laurence   

   Hon. DFA ’92 Sisson

 ■  Joan Fowler Smith Hon. DFA '01 
    & Duncan Smith 

 ■  Katy Stenhouse '91
 ■  Carl Benton Straub
 ■  Dr. Philip Thompson, Jr.,  

    Hon. DFA ’91
 ■  Susan H. Webster
 ■  Caron C. Zand

WHAT YOUR GIFTS SUPPORTED IN FY15:

GENERAL 
OPERATIONS 

$581,349

ENDOWMENT 
$195,419

SCHOLARSHIPS 
+ PROGRAMS 

$129,055

CAPITAL 
PROJECTS
 $608,650

TOTAL $1,514,473

To the Edward M. ’08 and Carole J. Friedman 
Endowed Fund for Undergraduate 
Professional Development

Dr. Edward M. '08 and Mrs. Carole J. Friedman

To the E. Kent and Beatrice Gordon  
Endowed Scholarship

E. Kent Gordon 
 

To the Mildred A. & Harold P. Nelson  
Endowed Scholarship  

Barbara Harrison  
 
In Memory of Sylvia and Morris Greenberg

Kenneth and Mary Nelson

To the Winslow Homer  
Endowed Scholarship

Brad and Ann Willauer

To the Alfred J. Lazzari, Jr.  
Endowed Memorial Scholarship

Lorraine Lazzari, In Memory of Lynn Corcoran 
 

To the Diane Nolan  
Endowed Scholarship

Victoria Nolan and Clarkson Crolius

To the Hildreth Family Endowed BFA 
and MFA Scholarship Fund

Alison D. Hildreth ‘76 and Horace Hildreth, Jr.

To the Concetta Scaravaglione  
Endowed Scholarship

Rob Licht '84

FY15 annual income from the endowment to 
support scholarships and operations: $200,316.

General operations $581,349                                           38%
Endowment $195,419                                                     13%
Scholarships and Designated Programs $129,055          9%
Capital Projects $608,650                                                40%
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In honor of nationally known 
artist Dahlov Ipcar (b. 1917), in 
collaboration with master printer 
David Wolfe, of Wolfe Editions 
(wolfeeditions.com). Each print 
is valued at $1,500. Available 
for a limited time for $1,250 each. 

Proceeds benefit MECA’s 
Student Scholarship Fund. 

Odalisque, woodblock print, 15”h x 
27”w (draft image), 2014

Limited edition of 100, signed and 
numbered by the artist.

MAINE COLLEGE OF ART PRESENTS

A Limited Edition Print by Dahlov Ipcar

Call 207.699.5015 to purchase or 
for more information.

MECA SHOP

BLACK PULLOVER
$45

CREATIVITY SHIRT
$20

#MECAART
$20

NEW MERCHANDISE!



There are many ways to support MECA. For 
other giving options, including making gifts of 
stock, providing event sponsorships, enrolling 
in the monthly sustainer program, or including 
MECA in your estate planning, please contact:

THE ART OF GIVING 
BEGINS WITH YOU.

Some people make sense out of 
the world through playing football 
or reading great literature. Others 
make sense by working with 
materials. I grew up in rural Maine 
without access to art education 
in my public school. Fortunately, 
my parents recognized my ability 
and allowed me to move in that 
direction. Art school literally saved 
my life. I give because I want to 
make sure MECA is here for other 
people for whom going to art 
school might be transformational.
The question shouldn’t be how 
will you make a living; it should 
be how will you make a life. 

— ELIZABETH PRIOR ’82

Gifts to Maine College of Art’s Annual 
Fund provide a critical source of support for 
everything from student scholarships to our 
Visiting Artist Lecture Series, and enable us 
to keep our studios supplied with necessary 
tools and equipment each year. Each gift 
matters. We can’t do it without you.

Rebecca Swanson Conrad, Vice President for 
Institutional Advancement 
Maine College of Art 
522 Congress Street, Portland, ME 04101 
207.699.5017 | bconrad@meca.eduMaking a gift online is safe and secure.  

Visit meca.edu/donate.  
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522 CONGRESS STREET
PORTLAND, MAINE 04101


